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PREFACE. 



In presenting to the world an edition of the << Lives 
of English Highwaymen, Pirates, and Robbers,'^ the 
editor is tempted to indulge in a few observations 
which, uncalled for, perhaps, by those who seek in a 
book of this nature for amusement alone, are neverthe- 
less not misplaced or unimportant, when it is remem- 
bered that the utility of the work is to be vindicated, 
and its object to be approved. 

It is incumbent on the Author or Editor of a book 
to indicate the ainx and end of his performance ; hence 
the necessity for a preface. It is the privilege of the 
reader (a privilege, we fear, confirmed by custom) to 
pass it over without perusal ; — hence its inutility. 

It may be well, in the first place, to offer a short ac- 
count of the literary fate of the various characters who 
figure in the succeeding pages. In the year 1711, 
Captain Alexander Smith put forth a small volume, 
containing the " Lives of Noted Highwaymen, Rob- 
bers, Thieves and Pickpockets,'* who had flourished 
during his own period, not of plunder, but of existence. 
The demand for this volume was so great as to induce 
the Captain to present his readers with a second, and 
subsequently with a third, volume. These latter vol- 
umes having been got together for the purpose of sup- 
plying the appetite of an excited public, were made 
up of the biographies of way-side heroes, and round- 
house rogues, upon whom justice had long since laid 
her inevitable fingers ; together with a few of his own 
time, whom the Captain, during the preparation of his 
first volume, had either overlooked or deemed un- 
worthy of commemoration. The lives contained in 
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VI * FREFAOB. 

the second and third volumes 'were, accordingly 
posed without the slightest regard to chronological 
rangement or biographical propriety ; and Robin If- 
of Nottingham was, by this process, placed in juxta 
«ition with the modern pickpocket and metrt)po]i 
thief. 

After the lapse of a few years, Captain Charles Joh 
son, having previously published << Lives of Cngli 
Pirates/' turned a magnetic eye towards the labours 
Captain Alexander Smith ; and, converting them, 
his proper use, introduced his own pirates to the hig 
waymen, thieves, and pickpockets of the other, an 
with very few additions of his own, and without an 
sensible or intelligible transposition of the order i 
which they had formerly appeared, published th 
whole in one folio volume. 

From this performance, our object has been to selec 
the best and the most important liyes; excluding, for the 
most part, the meaner pickpocket, and the as yet un- 
educated thief, arranging them as nearly as possible in 
chronological succession, and adding such subsequent 
lives as bring down the work to the present period. 

We have, we confess, restricted ourselves, with a 
few exceptions, to a notice of English pirates and high- 
waymen. The former, by reason of the increased se- 
verity of our laws against piracy, have of late years al- 
most disappeared from the face of the blue waters; and 
the latter, partly from the circumstance that highway 
robbery is no longer a profitable trade, in consequence 
of our paper currency and banking system, but chiefly 
from the establishment of an efficient patrole, have be- 
come altogether extinct. 

We wish,* therefore, the present work to be con- 
sidered, not in the light of a mere calendar of crim^ 
but as a collection of biographies of two distinct classes 
of persons, interesting in themselves, and displaying 
actions and adventures which are never likely to he 
performed in this country, or by the natives' of this 
island again. 

There is another reason (of itself a sufficient one) 
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why we have left the undiscrplined pickpocket and the 
Gommon thief of farmer days to travel to oblivion 
willwut impaling them on our bit)graphicai pen ; they 
are so completely outdone in Ingenuity, skill, extent 
of resources, and fertility of invention by the more 
accomplished professors of the present day. It may 
be both interestiag and important to preserve the ad- 
ventures of the bold and enterprising highwayman ; 
but we conceive that the petty details of the mean and 
dastardly pickpocket, or the miserable minutias of 
wretched baseness on the part of our modern thief, are 
more appropriately relinquished to the pages of the 
Newgate Calendar, and, perhaps, perused with the 
most intense interest in the instantaneous chronicle of 
the daily newspaper. 

It is maintained, by a few well^isposed, but, we 
cannot help thinking, mistaken persons, that works of 
this nature, laying open, as^they do, scenes of depravity 
and of almost unparalleled wickedness, are calculated, 
by rendering vice more visible, to weaken the abhor- 
rence with which it should be regarded. They urge, 
or appear to do so, that while villany is kept out 5f 
sight, it cannot very well enter into the mind ; and yet, 
with a philosophical and religious faith in the inherent 
goodness of human nature, they also believe it so 
prone to evil that you have only to mention vice to 
endanger virtue, and that the former is never so irre- 
sistible as when she appears to us in her own person. 

It may be true, although poetical, that <' beauty un- 
adorned is adorned the most,*' but we are not aware 
that vice is beautiful, or that she participates in the 
same dishabille advantages as beauty. On the contrary^ 
it is more popularly believed, to repeat the hackneyed 
quotation, that — 

<* Vice is a monster of such hideous mien. 
As, to be hated, needs bat to be seen." 

The verification of which^if %rue, cannot be better 
ascertained than through the eifect produced by the ^ 
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perusal of the following worlcj in whieh Ijer ^f hideous 
mien" is pi ei inly enough lo be discerned, even by the 
weakest optics or the most oblique vision. In truth, 
vice is never danp^erous except when she eonnes dis- 
guised in the semblance of virtue ; and the "false Du- 
essa^^ ceases to be attractive immediately her disen- 
chantment is completed* She is not loved or follov^'cd 
for her own sake, but for the sake of virtue, whom she, 
to the I] n purged eye, resembles ; and if we wanted one 
further evidence of the essential goodness of human 
naiurcy in spite of its weaknesses and its follies, we 
should find it in the universal execration and abhor- 
rence with which confessed and open wickedness is 
denounced by mankind. 

We contend t}icn, that not only is there nothing 
in the following pages that can for a moment be sfeip- 
posed to endanger the most fragile morals, or to relax 
the most elastic principles, but that a perusal of this 
work cannot fail to conduce to the service of morality 
in the confirmation and strengthening of worthy and 
stable principles of integrity. 

It is impassible to dwell upon recitals of this nature, 
involving the conduct and character of so many indi- 
viduals, of all degrees of talent, from the highest to 
the lowest — some sinning, perhaps, through original 
aicid blindest ignorance^ — others committing crimes^ in 
spite of their better knowledge, and in defiance of 
their own conscience,— and all (with a very few ex- 
ceptions) coming to a disgraceful and untimely end — 
without rising from the perusal with the conviction 
that, looking upon religion and morality with Dr. 
Paley's eye of expediency alone, not only is honesty 
the best, Lut it is the sole policy* 

With these remarks, we leave this book to the in- 
dulgent consideration of our readers. 
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LIVES « 

ENGLISH HIGHWAYMEN, 
PIRATES, ANB ROBBERS. 



ROBIN HOOD. 

When tradition is resorted to in default of history, it 
commonly happens that the latter is superseded altogether ; 
and, indeed, when we consider the times in which our 
celebrated outlaw, Robin Hood, lived, and «the course of 
adventure which it was either his fate or his inclinatioa to 
pursue, and the remarkable silence or vtter extinetion of 
contemporary writers, we shall not be surprised to find 
that the fame or infamy of our hero has only been preserv- 
ed in the slender custody of an old ballad, and committed 
to the tender mercies of the ingenious commentator. 

Fancy, however, when it leans on fact, is in no danger 
of falling ; and so long as the throstle sings in ** merry 
Sherwood?' and the sun shall kindle the spires of No^ng- 
ham, will the name of Robin Hood be « household wora 
in the mouths of the people of England. 

Robin Hood was bom at Locksley, in the county of 
Nottingham, a place no longer in eldfttence, in the year 
1160, and in the reign of King Henry IL He is comxponly 
reputed to have been Earl of Huntingdon, a tide to which, 
it is said, he had no smaH pretension. It is certaia, how- 
ever, that his Hneage was i^ible, and his true name Robert 
FItzootb, which a pliaol commentator conjectures was 
eoHlv corrupted by vulgar prononciation int^ Robin Hood. 
Another avers that Hood is only a corruption of **o' th' 
wood," — Sherwood; while a third supposes that it ma}i, 
probably, be referred to a particular sort of hood worn by 
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14 HIGHWAtMEN, ntATKS, AIID-ROBBBRS. 

hhni either by way of distinction or with a view tc 
guise. This last supposition is favoured by the fact 
Hugh Capetf the first king of France, obtained his 
name from a similar circumstance ; it is, at the same 
almost set aside by the ioiprob&bility of the twofold d 
nation. ) 

Robin Hood appears to have been in his youth of ai 
travagant and lawlesii dispositicHi, and^ having dissip 
his inheritance, insomuch that it had become forfeited, 
being in the predicament of outlawry for debt, he was 
to seek an asylum in the woods, and to levy contribut 
on &e wealthy passenger who might chance to trav 
his self-granted territories. 

In these forests, of which he chiefly inclined to Ba 
dale in Yorkshire, Sherwood in Nottinghamshire, 
Plompton Park in Cumberland, he reigned for many ye; 
with all the authority, if not in all the splendour, of a U 
finiate sovereign; and his subjects, in process of tii 
amounted to tl^ number df a hundred archers, '* men m 
skilful in battle, whom fbur tioies that number of the be 
est Mows diuR^ not. attack," 

The royal forests at that period abounded with de 
and, consequentlyt afforded to Robin Hood and his 
tatners a sufficient supply of luxurious proveinler dari 
the year ; and it is apparent that there could be no lack 
fuel for the purpose of dressing their i^son.- How tb< 
other needments were procured is equally c^aio. A tii 
bishop, a wealthy priest, or a money-kiden abbot, wi 
always to be met with in those days ; and a system i 
barter or exchange with the adjacent villages or ^at towi 
was easily established, more particularly among those wh 
were not indisposed to favour the means whereby the ad 
iFsnturous commercial capitalist became possessed of hi 
commodities. 

Let it, however, ba stated to the honoiur of Robin Hood 
that in adl his predatonr exertions of power, he attackec 
the goods of the wesuthy only—- that he never killed any 
person, unless reskted or attaokedr^-4hat he would •nevei 
permit a woman to be abused or in any way maltreated, and 
that he never plundered the poor, but besiowed opon them 
the wealth he wrested from the abbots. 

Robin, indeed, appears to have held all the clergy in 
most utuskthelic abnonence, and 
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BOmi BOQD, 16 

** These byshopptt and thvao archebjrahej^pem 
Ye shall them bete and bynde,** , ^ - 

was a condiiiOQ solemnly imposed upon all his adherenta 
when they entered his service. 

In spite, however, of the hatred in which he held the 
priesthood of all denominations, Robin Hood was, according 
to the convictions of that age, a mstn of no common piety, 
and retained a chaplain, Friar Tuck, for the daily ministra- 
tion of divine service. 

One day, while he was attending the celebration of mass, 
which it was his devout custofis to do, he was perceived 
and recogtiized by a sheriff and his officers, who had fre# 
qiiently before interfered with and molested him. He was 
histandy apprised by certain of his men of the eireum^ 
stance^ and exhorted to fly, which, out of reverence for the 
sacrament which he was at that moment receiving, he re* 
fosed to do. But, most of his men having betaken them^ 
selves to flight, Robin, ** putting his trust in Him whom 
he worshipped," assisted by a very few of his s«bjects 
who were present, attacked his enemies, whom he van- 
quished, and enriched himself with their ap6i\a zxtd ran- 
som. ":' 

But it is )iigh time that we should give i^me account of 
the adventures in which our hero was engaged, and of the 
manner in which he betook himself, and incited others, to 
the commission of practices which, however indeiensiUe 
they may be considered in these times, when the rights of 
property are better understood and maintained, are not either 
so monstrous or manifold as some of his enemies have de- 
lighted to describe them. It must be remembered that, in 
tbise days, an outlaw, being deprived of protection, owed 
no allegiance ; and the better title of Richard to the throne 
of England was, perhaps, only a better title because it was 
upheld by stronger means than those wherewith Robin 
Hood could contrive to invest himself. 

It appears, then« thiU the active and promising talents of 
Robin were so stgndly exhibited^ on a visft to his maternal 
uncle Gamwell, at Christmas,' that the old man conceived 
a strong affection for him, and, dying soon after, constituted 
him hui sole heir. In the possession of some health, 
Robin began to display both his libendity to the jjptK mi 
hm hoipitidit^ to his friends, so that in a short tim0^ b« ^ 
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15 HIGHWAYMEN, FIRATl*, MXJ> ROBBERS. 

came very popular in the neighbourhood. The coffe 
our adi^nturer were, however, by these means soon < 
tied, and his ingenuity soon suggested an easy and a| 
able method of recruiting them by the plunder of the i 
in no wise modifying his benevolent views of bestow 
upon the poor the chief portion of his compulsory- 
actions. 

One Little John (whose surname is said to have 1 
Nailor), the son of a servant of his uncle, and subseque 
his own page, now became his chief confidant and con 
nion. The first recorded exploit of these two heroes, 
sisted by fifteen other associates, was an attack upon 
Bishop of Carlisle and his retinue. Informed that the 
late was on his way to the capital, Robin met him on 
south side of Ferrybridge, Yorkshire, and, though his 
tinue consisted of fifty men, he attacked the prelate, t 
from him eight hundred marks, tied him to a tree, c 
strained him to say mass, untied him, placed him upon 
horse with his face to the tail, and obliged him in that 
sition to ride to LQndo^. 

Though the bishop made severe complaints to the k 
agamst the indignity which had been offered him, ; 
]£[>bin and his men were resolved to be spectators o; 
hunting-matcji, at which the king and most of his courti< 
were to be present. The royal train vied with each otl 
at the shooting of the bow ; until Robin, stepping forwai 
engaged, at the risk of a hundred marks, to single outthi 
of his own companions who would excel any other thi 
who should be opposed to them. The king took the wag( 
and the queen Eleanor, admiring the boldness of tl 
stranger, laid one thousand gold pieces, with the kioj 
upon his side. Her ^example was imitated by several 
the courtiers. 

Matters thus arranged, Robin drew his bow and shot a 
most into the centre of the clout. Little John vanquishc 
his antagonist, and struck the black mark. Much, th 
miller's son, clave the pin in the centre of the black mark 
and 4ie que^n and all her party shouted with joy. Th 
king, however, some time after, obtained intelligence that j 
was Robin and his men who had conquered his attendant 
at the bow, and he, accordingly, sent out deitachments ii 
search of them throughout the whole kiugdom. ^bii 
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wtnt hem plaeo to place to eirade iheir flesreli, mi M last 
repaired to London, until ^e hae-and-cry wte'over* He 
tben returned to his dd haunt, to the great joy of hii 
eompttiione. 

Robin next resolved to undertake an excursion nnatlend^ 
ed by any of hie men ; and, devi«tin^ into a by-path, he 
eame to a small hut, where being admitted, he found an 
old widow weeping and lamentmg her hard (ate* Eobinr, 
moved with compassion, inquired into the canse of her dis* 
treesv whereupon the old woman informed htm that she was 
behind jn her rent, and that her landlord was •about to ti^e 
her all and turn her out of doors. He desired her td be 
comforted, and pulling off his laced coat, put on sn old 
doublet given him by the widow, and took his seat by the 
fire-side. The hard-hearted landlord in a short time ap^ 
peared, aftd urged his demand. Robin began to intercede 
in her behalf, and used various arguments to gain delay. 
Ail was unavailing ; he was answered by the landlord thift 
lie must have his rent, else he would seize her goods and 
torn her out of his house. 

Robin then drew out his purse, demanded the receipt, 
and paid the rent, to the unepeakable joy of the poor widow; 
When the landlord was about to depart, Robin advised 
Mm, as the neighbourhood was infested by robbers, to 
tarry all night The other obstinately refbsed, and added 
that he -was not afraid of being robbed by any person. Ae« 
cordingly, he set out on his journey. Robin, having dress* 
•d hiilMelf in his laced coat, mounted his hoi^e and pursued 
Urn. Coming up with the landlord at a place where he ' 
was certain that he was to pass, he requested him lo de» 
Uvcr up his money. He was instantly stripped of the rent, 
and a great deal more, whereupon our generoue hero re* 
turned to his quarters with the widow. 

He was scarcely seated, however, xvhen the kndlorl 
knoAed at the door; the good woman knew hie stem 
voice, and immediately received him under her hospitable 
fOo£ He informed them that he had gone but a Mttle way 
when he was robbed by a man with a laeed coat. Kobin 
dM him for neglecting to follow his friendly advice, uftd 
repealed his entreaties that he would remain in the hovel 
for the night, llie obstinate man, however, reflisedy and 
agun ifeneWed his journey with an empty purse. 
2* 
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18 HIGHWAYMEN, PnUCBSy AMB ROBBERS. 

The ^Mning adyentnre of Bobm was on a- some 
more .magnificent scale. The king had determined to 
a progress into.ihe north.of Eog&id, andlloibinf on 1 
ing his intention, was ambitious of JQintng the retin 
his majesty. He arrayed himself and about sixty c 
jmeny men uf>on white horses, richly hamesded und 
pletely armed. During that period ^e kings of £n{ 
were not attended by a troop of horse-guards, their re 
consisting only of about thirty men. Robin Hood, 
rode the foremost in his train, addressed the king ii 
following manner: "My liege," said he, "by our ( 
we might seem to you to be persoos of quality and for 
fcu( I must take the liberty to inform you that we are 
sons of a different character. I was4>orn of honest par 
who left me a small fortune, which, and much more, I 
since squandered. I reckon myseif one of your coui 
men, who finds himself happy in having spent his all \ 
good living." — '' What mean you, sir," replied the I 
" by this mysterious mode of speech ? Explain youi 
for I am at a loss to understand your meaning."'^'* Ui 
stand me !" ani^wered Robin ; *' my actions are well kn 
throughout the whole kingdom. I have only to ini 
your majesty, that, having exhausted all our means, ti 
men have made me their captain, and we collect tax^ i 
the toad, not to feed insolent ministers, as yon do, bui 
take from the rich to give to the poor, who participat 
our daily bpunty. Your generosity, I hope, will deem 
worthy of a little : it is your money that I want, sire, 
then you may proceed on your journey." Perceiving i 
the supeiriority of numbers that it was in vain to resist, 
king presented him with a purse, which from its wej 
Robin deemed sufficient to supply his present neee«slti< 

Robin's adventures were sometimes of a solitary as \ 
as of a Social nature. One day, happening to travel al( 
he diseoyered a fine-looking young, man, sitting pensi 
under a tree. He advanced towards him, and deman< 
the cause of his dejection. The youth replied, that 
should have been married, to a geptieman's daughter in 
neighbourhood, but that sordid motives had iaduced 1 
father to bestow her on a richer lover, who was tbis c 
to lead her to the altar. Robin bade him be of gooc^ che 
for that he. should have both his love and her fortune. 1 
immediately took the young man along with him to 1 
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comradts, with whom he hastened to the ehuidi^ where 
he began to conferse with the bishop upoa certain points 
in religion. 

Meanwhile entered the wealthy knight and his heantiiiil 
yoanjg bride to be married. Robin remarked to the bishop, 
that It was matter of regret to see such a y.oang woman 
married to an old man, and that she ought to espouse her 
lawful bridegroom ; whereupon he ma& a signal, and the 
discarded lover approached, followed by twenty armed 
men. After some altercation, the old suitor was dismissed, 
and the young pair joyfully returned with the party to 
Sherwood to spend their honeymoon. 

Robin once diguised himself in a friar's habit, and, 
traviellittg by himself, met two priests, whom he entreated 
te assist a brother of the holy function in disuress. To 
this they answered, that they would most willingly have 
don^ so, bui that they had > been attacked by a gang of 
robbers, who had not left them a sixpence. Robin, sue- 
pecting their veracity, was determined to discover, by 
stratagem, if they redly had wherewithal to meet his de« 
mand. He proposed that they should all kneel in prayer 
to the Virgin Mary to send them some money. After they 
had all devoutly prayed, ha enquired what money the 
holy Mother had sent them. They replied, that they had 
been unsuccessful. Upon this our adventurer fell into a 
prodigious passion, exclaiming, that they were ^ a race 
of imposing and deedtful rogues, for ^at it was not pos- 
sible that ^e Virgin would allow them to pray for nothing. 
He accordingly searched their pockets, and drew from 
thenee four hundred pieces of gold. The bereaved friars 
were. now about to depart, but Robin constrained them to 
stopv apd to take an oath that they would not again lie to 
a brother friar, nor intrude upon the sacred rights of virgins 
or married men. 

AnoAer adventure of Robin's was with a butcher, of 
wbott he purchased all his stock, andt going to the market, 
sold them at reduced prices, and also treated his customers 
into the bargain. The sheriff of the county hearing of this, 
aiid supposing that he was some country spark, from whom a 
good Wgain m%ht be obtained, intruded himself into the 
comfMmy, and, entering into conversation with Robin, in** 
qiiired if be had any inore cattle to sell. '* I have," said 
he* "two or three hundred bead at home, and a hundred 
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acres o£goodl«id to lied tkem or^ asdil yoo will p«i 
tiiem, yon may li|i^e « good peBHy-worOw** The i 
agreed, and taking with him four hundred pound* io 
set forward wi^ Rdbin to eomrplete tbe ptrrehaM. I 
him into a solitary road, where the dread of meeting 
fobbers began to idavra the squire. He h^ seareel 
pressed his fears, when Little John and fifly of hi» a 
ates appeard. Robin desired them to take the she 
dinner, assuring them that hk had plenty of money t 
his share. Aceordingly, a collation was prepared f( 
sheriff, and after dinner he was led into a thick part < 
wood, and stripped of his gold. 

At length, after he had by these means establiriied a 
cies of imiependent sovereignty, and held at defiance k 
magistrates, and judges, a proclamation was put forth < 
ing a considerable reward for bringing hhn in dead or i 
which, however, was no more successful thsm the i 
previous endeavours to the same end which had bee 
sorted to. 

But old age was advancing upon him, and, fallkig 
and desirous of being relieved by blood-letting, he be 
hitnself to the priorei» of Kirkley's nunnery, in Yorks 
his relation, by whom he was cruelly and treachert 
suffered to bleed to death. His decease took place on 
18th November 1247, being the 31st year of the rei| 
King Henry III. If, thfevefore, the date of his birth be 
rect, Hobin Hood was in the 87th year of hb age ^ 
his death took place. He was buried beneath some i 
at a short distance from the priory, and a stone was 
over his grave on which was an inscription to hm mem 

8och is the celebrity of Robin H^, and so great is 
interest with which everything relating to him is invee 
^at we shall probably be excused if we advert to the m 
traditions respecting him which are to this daf ^ rife 
perfect in the listening ear^ of thepeq)le of our own cc 
try. There would, indeed, appear to be something m 
character of this extraordinary man, as it is jMresented tc 
in the vaiious ballads to whidi his adventures have gr 
birth, so thoroughly English, and so entirely coDS<mant 
Ei^sh feelings and prejudices, that we doubt very mi 
whether all the attempts which have been ma(fo to re| 
sent him as a daring and unprincipled robber, have ; 
father tended to establirii him in the affeetiims of his 
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nurefs than to diininish or obscure the light of his unques-^ 
tioBable Tirtues. For, when it is held in mind that the ex* 
aetions of our hero were cheifly enforced against the wor- 
thy priesthood, and that he only did on a small scale what 
ibe Betemation carried out to the fullest extent, we shall 
not 00 far wrong, (however much the more philosophical 
reader may smile at the designation,) if we bestow upon him 
thexfitle of ** The first Church Reformer." Let it be remem- 
bered also, that it was from the wealthy he took the spoil, 
and to the poor consigned it — thus, possibly, 'when wo' 
consider the means by which wealth was amassed in those 
days, only returning money to the pockets from which it 
had been originally wrested. 

From the many ballads still extant relating to Robin 
Hood and his merry men, we find that his chief favourites, 
and those in whose fidelity he mosUy confided, were Litlle 
John, William Scadlock, (Scathelock or Scarlet) ; George 
a Green, Finder, or Poundkeeper, of Wakefield ; Much, a 
miller's son ; and a certain monk, or friar, named Tuck. 
It is likewise said that he was tended in his retreat by a 
female of whom he was enamoured, and whose real or as<> 
somed name was Marian. There have been many conjee- 
tures as to the identity of this lady, the most probable of 
which is that she was Matilda, the daughter of Robert Lord 
Fitzwater, while Robin Hood remained in a state of out- 
lawry. In the very old ballad, however, of " Robin Hood's 
birth, breeding, 4&c." we read of his courtship and marriage 
to Glorinda, whose first appearance to Robin is thus beau* 
tifully described. 

As that word was spoke, Clorinda came by. 
The Queen of the shepherds was she. 

And her gown was of velvet as g^een as the grais. 
And her buskin did reach to her knee. 

Her gait it was graceful, her body was stra%h^ 
And her countenance free from pride ; 

A bow in her hand, and a quiver ot arrows, 
Hung dangling by her sweet side. 

Her eyebroii^ were black, ay, and so was her hair. 

And her skin was as smooth as glass; 
Her visage spoke wisdom and modesty too ; 

Sets with Robin Hood buch a lass ! 

The manner in which Robin Hood recruited his company 
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18 singular, for, to use the words of an old writer, ' 
soeirer he hard of any thai were of unusual 8trmi| 
hardines, he would disg^se himselfe, and, rather tha 
to lyke a hegger to become acquaynted with thena 
after he had try^d them with fyhting, never give the 
till he had used means to draw them to lyre after 
shion." It seems, howefer, that in these encomite 
bin had usually the worst of it,'* and it was only in 
complishment of drawing the long*bow that Robin w 
eminent above his fellows. His archery, both for ti 
aim and distance of shot, was unparalleled, and it is i 
ed of Robin Hood, and of Little John also, tha 
have frequently shot an arrow a measured miiei or 
yards, which it is supposed, no one before or since wj 
to do. Some of the stories told of th? extent of thew 
are marvellous enough ; for instance, an andent ballad-^ 
unwilling to be outdone in drawing the long-bow, ev 
Robin Hood himself, tells us that 

^ llie fiaher of Robin a fiirester was. 
And he shot in a kisty strong bow 

7\uo north country miles and cm, inch at a shot. 
As the Pindar of Wakefield does know." 

That last inch is a sufficient evidence of the scrup 
accuracy of the writer I But the exploit most wortl 
mention, and best showing the fatal skIU of Robin Ho< 
archery, is to be found in the following ballad* 

ROBIN HOOD'S PROGRESS TO NOTTINQHAM. 

Robin Hood he was and a tall young man, 
Derry derry dotvn ; 
And fifteen winters old, 
And Robin Hood he was a f»oper yoilng nu^ 
Of courage stout and bold. 

Bey down, derry ckrry^doum* 

* We refer the curious reader to Ritson's collection of old 
lads relative to Robin Hood — ^more particularly to the three a 
« Robin Hood and the Beggar," « Robin Hood and the Potter," 
*' Robin Hood and the Pinder of Wakefield^" as examples bea 
out our assertion in the text. 
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Bobin hee voold and to Mr NHfinghftm 

With the general for to dine, 
There was hee aware of fif taen forresters. 

And a drinking beer, ale» ibd wine. 

<< What new97 what news V* said bold Robin Hood, 
" What nofp Ma woulds'jfc thou know ?'* 

Our King hath provided a shooting match. 
And I'm ready wiA my Bow. 

Wehoid it in sccmi, said the fbrresters^ 

That ever a boy so young 
'^ould bear a bow before ue king 
« Thaf 8 not able to draw one string. 

Ill hold you twenty marks, said bold Rolnn Hood, 

By tfas leave of Our Lady, 
That Vn hit a mark a hxmdred rod. 

And ru cause a hart to dye. 

We'll hold you twenty mark, then said the ibrresters. 

By the leave of Our Lady. 
Thou hit^t not the macke a hundre4 rod. 

Nor causeit a hart to dye. . 

Bobin he bent up a noble bow, 

And a broad arrow he let flye t 
He hit the mark a hundred rod. 

And he caused the hart to dye. 

Some say hee brake ribs one cnr.two, 

And some say hee brake three { 
The arrow within the hart would not alude^ 
But it glanced in two or three. 

The hart did slop and the hart did leap, 

And the hart fay on ^e ground ; 
The wager is mine, said bold Robin Hood, 

If 'twere for a thousand pound. 

The wager's none of tlune, then said tlie Ihresters. 

Alti^ough thou beest in haste. 
Take up thy bow, and get thee hence, 

licst we thy sides do baste. 

Bobin Hood he took up his noble bow. 

And his broad arrows all amain ; 
And Bobm he laught and be^n for to snule, 

And hee went over the plain. 
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Then Robin h«T>cnt his noble bow, 

And his broad irrows hce let flye, 
Till fourteen of these fifteen forresters 

Upon the grouM did lye. 

He that ^d this quarrel first begin. 

Went tripping over the plain^ 
But Robin he bent his noble bow, 

And hee fetcht him back again. 

Tou sud I was no archer, said Robin Hood, 

But say so now i^n ; 
With that he sent another arrow. 

That split his head in twun. 

You have found mee an archer, saith RobiB Hood, 
WMch will make your wives for to wxing, 
, And wish t^t you had never spoke the word. 

That I could not draw one sizing. 

The people that fiv'd in fur Nottingham, 

Came running out amain, 
Supponng to have taken bold Robin Hoodt 

With the forresters that were slain^ 

Some lost legs, and some lost^rms, 

And some did lose thdr blood ; 
But Robin he took Up his noble bow, 

And is gone to the merry green wood. 

They carried these forresters into 6ir Nottiag^iam, 

As many there did know. 
They dig*d them graves in their church-yard, 

And they buried them all a-row. 

It is a corroborating circuinstance in favour of the tru 
of this exploit, that, in the year 1796, as some laboure 
were digging in a garden at Fox Cave, near Nottinghai 
they discovered six human skeletons entire, deposited 
regular order, side by side, supposed to be part of the £ 
teen foresters slain by Robin Hood. 

In taking our leave of this extraordinary man, we fet 
lest we should lie under the imputation of having been U 
diously prolix, at the same time that we are equally i 
doubt whether we have not been especially .brief. But, ii 
a work of this nature, a biographer is placed in a dilemm; 
when he has to record the achievements of such a man ai 
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Robin Hood : be either pre-snppose8, on the part of bii 
reader, some knowledge of so well-known a character, and, 
aocordingly, contents himself with giving the more striking 
and the least hackneyed of his adventures ; or, constraining 
himself to believe that his reader is profoandly ignorant, 
even of the name of his hero, he goes through his task 
with the ridiculous merit and the sorry triumph of having 
recited '* a thrice-told tale." 

We find the character of Robin Hood summed up in so 
admirable a manner by the acute and sagacious Ritson, 
that we cannot do better than close our account of him in 
his words :-* 

** With respect to his personal character, it is sufficiently 
evident, that be was active, brave, prudent, patient ; pos- 
sessed of uncommon bodily strength, and considerable mill* 
tary skill ; just, generous, benevolent, faithful, and beloved 
or revered by his followers or adherents for his excellent 
and amiable qualities. Fordun, a priest, extols his piety ; 
Major pronounces him the most humane, and the prince 
of all robbers. As proofs of his universal and singular 
popularity, his story and exploits have been made the sub- 
ject as well of various dramatic exhibitions as of innumer- 
able poems, rhymes, songs, and ballads ; he has given rise 
to varioas proverbs ; and to swear by him or some of hii 
companions appears to have been a usual practice ; his 
songs have been chanted on the most solemn occasions : 
be may be regarded as the patron of archery, and, though 
not actually canonized, he obtained the principal distinc- 
tion of sainthood, in having a festival allotted to him, and ^ 
solemn games instituted in honour of his memory, whieh 
were celebrated till the latter end of the sixteenth century ; 
not by the populace only, but by kings and princes, aiia 
mve ma'gistrates ; anc^that as well in Scotland as in Eng- 
land. His bow, and one of his arrows, his chair, his cap, 
and one of his slippers, were preserved with peculiar vene- 
ration till within the last century ; and not only the places 
which afforded him security or amusement, but even the 
well at which he quenched his thirst, still retain his name 
—a name which, in the middle of the last century, was 
conferred as a singular distinction upon th? prime minister 
to the King of Madagascar.'* 

The company of Robin Hood was dispersed after his 
death ; but history has not been particular in the relation 
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of the circumstances. All that is known is, that the honour 
of Little John's death and burial is contended for by rival 
nations ; ihat he was reaUy buried at Hathersaye, a small 
Tillage near Castleton, in Derbyshire ; and that some of 
his descendants, surnamed Naylor, were in existence as 
late as the last century. 



SIR GOSSELIN DENVILLE* 

Sir Gosselin was descended of very honourable parents 
at Northallerton, in the North Riding of Yorkshire. His 
iiaunily came into England with William the Conqueror, 
who assigned them lands for their services, where they 
lived in great repute, until the days of Sir Gosselin. His 
father, being of a pious turn, intended his son for the priest- 
hood, and for this purpose sent him to college, where he 
prosecuted his studies with great assidui^ and seeming 
warmth. As he was, however, the heir to a very handP 
some fortune, and was naturally of a vicious disposition, he 
merely dissembled to please bis father, until he should 
get possession of his fortune. 

He could not long restrain his natural habits, and he 
soon displayed his propensity to a luxurious and profligate 
life. So vicious was his conduct, that he broke his father's 
heart. Little good can be expected from such a beginning, 
and unless he had been naturally depraved, this might 
have operated somewhat to recall him to the steps of virtue. 
But his newly acquired wealth only gave loose to the reins 
which he had before held with a careless hand, 'and with 
his brother Robert he soon dissipated in licentiousness and 
luxury all his father had left him. They now had recourse 
,to the highway for maintenance, and on this field were no 
less conspicuous. By their audacity and cruelty they be- 
came the terror of the country, and the number of their 
associates was so considerable as even to alarm the state. 
Such was the celebrity of Sir Gosselin, that Shadwell 
seems to have had his character in view in the plot of the 
Libertine, the whole of which bears a remarkable resem- 
blance to many occurrences in the life of this knight. 
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The first enterprise of note which we have recorded of 
Sir Gosselin is one in which he was joined by Middleton 
and Selby, two robbers of that time, with a consideraftle 
force. Their design was to rob two Cardinals, sent into 
this kingdom by the Pope in the time of Edward II., which 
^ey accomplished with great success. Not only travellers, 
but monasteries, churches, nunneries, and houses, were the 
objects of their attack, and they were not merely content 
with booty, but barbarously murdered aU who made the 
least opposition. 

A Dominican monk, of the name of Andrew Simpson, 
was once me^by our knight and his associates, and obliged 
to surrender his purse ; wishing, however, to make pas- 
time of him, tbey compelled him to mount a tree and preach 
an extempore sermon. 

The monk selected for his text these words : " A certain 
man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among 
thieves, who stripped him of his raiment and wounded him, 
and departed, leaving him half dead.*' He commenced by 
explaining the context, viz. that a certain lawyer came to 
Christ, asking what he should do to inherit eternal life. He 
recommended to him, love to his neighbour ; and to enforce 
this, represented the parable, or the fact, upon which the 
text is founded ; even that a priest and a Levite had passed 
by this poor man without compassion, but a Samaij^itan had 
compassion, and did what he could to heal his wounds, and 
to relieve his necessities. 

The monk then proceeded to divide his text in the fol- 
lowing manner ; to show the danger of travelling, the per- 
sons from whom the danger arose, and the danger itself, 
even to the probable loss of both goods and life. 

In illustrating the first, he mentioned that the number 
of inhabitants in a town afiords protection to a stranger ; it 
is otherwise in the open country, where a man may only 
move a few miles from his own house when he may fall 
among thieves. • The man mentioned in the text had only 
to go from Jerusalem to Jericho, which is six miles, but, 
having to go through a desert infested with thieves, he met 
with the accident related. 

He, in the second place, adverted to those who exposed 
honest travellers upon the road ; even those who abandon 
themselves to indolence, and follow unlawful pleasures, 
such as drunkenness, gaming, and other vices, and become 
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thieves to maintain their extravagances. <* And if," he 
continued, ** it is evil to prevent a man from receiving an 
advantage, it is more criminal to take from a man what is 
his property ; hence, both the law of God and man has 
made this a capital offence. There are three kinds of 
stealing : the taking away what is another man's ; the tak- 
ing that by rapine or force ; and sacrilege, the taking away 
that which is devoted to a holy use ; of the last kind of 
stealing you have now been guilty. 

" But you, gentlemen, are not the only thieves in the 
world. Princes when they Impose unnecessary taxes; 
subjects, when they refuse to pay lawful taxes ; tradesmen, 
who give wrong measure or weight, and who neglect to 
pay their accounts ; masters, who delay to pay the wages 
of their servants ; or servants who neglect the work or 
interest of their masters ; physicians, apothecaries, tailors, 
butchers, lawyers, and a tedious catalogue, are all belong- 
ing to your fraternity. These are no better in many of 
their traneactions than thieves, who cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God. 

*' The inference then follows, < Thou shalt not steal. 
This is a positive precept delivered by God himself, to all 
kinds of thieves under whatever garb and eolpur. They who 
leave the paths of honesty and commence thieves, should 
they not come to an untimely end by the gallows, may fall 
in combat, or meet with some other signal punishment firom 
the hand of God ; and so involve themselves and their 
families in lasting disgrace, while they themselves are hur- 
ried away to en^ess torments in another world. It may 
be that you may live long, and frequently escape 'before 
you are apprehended ; but you cannot fly from your eon- 
sciences, which will continually harass, torment, and fill 
you with fear. Ill acquired wealth is more corroding than 
the loss of fortune ; the latter only troubles the mind once, 
the former continually. Gentlemen, have an eye upon the 
end as well as upon the beginning of things 

*' Now, gendemen, the beginning of theft is an entrance 
into a prison, where your companions are hunger, thirst 
shackle-bolts, iron, and vermin, and the end hanging, unless 
you meet with an adversary as favourable as Edward the 
Confessor. I will relate the story for your instruction. 
While Edward was one morning in bed, a poor courtier 
entered his chamber, went up to his coffer, and took away 
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as much money as he could, and, unsatisfied, returned a 
second time. But when attempting a third time, he inter- 
rupted him, saying, that if his treasurer detected him in 
the act he would be in danger of his life. The treasurer 
immediately entered the room, but the king desired him to 
allow the man to go, as he had more need of the money 
than he. 

*' The inference from this fact is, that persons of your 
profession may sometimes escape; but in a continued 
course you may expect also to meet with deserved punish* 
ment. The punishments of God are not always sudden, 
but they are always certain, unless repentance ensue.*' 

It might be imagined that this discourse would have 
awakened our adventurers to a better sense of their conduct; 
but they were too far plunged in iniquity to reform. They^ 
continued their course, and every day became more formi-' 
dable, and robbed with such boldness that country-seats 
were forsaken, and safety sought in fortified cities. They 
defeated forces sent out to suppress them, and were not 
deterred from any project, either by the magnitude of the 
danger, or the greatness of the individuals concerned. The 
king, on a tour through the north of England, was beset 
by the gang in priests' habits, and he and his nobles had 
to submit themselves to be rided. This robbery was highly 
resented, and several proclamations ofiering great rewards 
were issued for the apprehension of any or every of them. 
The promise of the premium bred traitors among them- 
eelves, and in less than a month afterwards sixty were de- 
livered up to justice. 

The last recorded exploit of Sir Gosselin and hfs re- 
maining associates was an attack which be made upon the 
Bishop of Durham. They rifi^d his palace of everything 
valuable, and maltreated not only himself but his servants 
and family. But the fortune of our knight seemed now on 
the wane. 

His amours were many, and among them was one with 
the wife of a publican whose house he used to frequent, 
not so much for the goodness of the ale as the beauty of 
the hostess. The husband, however, sought his revenge 
in due season, and betrayed the knight and his men one 
evening while they were carousing in his house. The 
sheriff and five hundred men surrounded the party, who 
fought with desperation. It was not before two hundred 
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of the besiegers had faHen, and they were completely 
hemmed in, that they surrendered. They were escorted 
under a strong guard to York, wliere, without the privilege 
of a trial they were immediately executed, to the joy of 
thousands, the satisfaction of the great, and the delight of 
the commonalty, who waited upon them to the scaffold, 
triumphing in their ignominious exit. 



SAWNEY BEANE. 

The following nairative presents such a picture of hu- 
man barbarity, that, were it not attested by the most unques- 
tionable historical evidence, it would be rejected as alto- 
gether fabulous and incredible. 

Sawney Beane was bom in the county of East Lothian, 
about eight miles east of Edinburgh, in the reign of James I. 
of Scotland. His father was a hedger and ditcher, and 
brought up his son to the same laborious employment. 
Naturally idle and vicious, he abandoned that place in 
company with a young woman equally idle and profligate, 
and retired to the deserts of Galloway, where they took up 
their habitation by ^e sea-side. The place which Sawney 
and his wife selected for their dwelling was a cave of about 
a mile in length, and of considerable breadth, so near the 
sea, that the tide often penetrated into the cave above two 
hundred yards. The entry had many intricate windings 
and turnings, leading to the extremity of the subterraneous 
dwelling, which was literally '* the habitation of horrid 
cruelty." 

Sawney and his wife took shelter in this cave, and com- 
menced their depredations. To prevent the possibility of 
detection, they murdered every person they robbed. Des- 
titute also of the means of obtaining any other food, they 
resolved to live upon human flesh. Accordingly, when 
they had murdered any man, woman, or child, they car- 
ried them to their d^n, quartered them, salted the limbs, 
and dried them for food. In thTs manner they lived, car- 
rying on their depredations and murder until they had eight 
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sons and six daughters, eighteen grandsons and. fouj^teen 
granddaughters, all the oflfspring of incest. 

But tiiough they soon became numerous, yet sudp j^as 
the multitude which fell into their hands, that they had 
often superabundance of provisions, and would, at a distance 
from their own habitation, throw legs and arms of dried 
human bodies into the sea by night. These were often . 
cast out by the tide, and taken up by the country people, to 
the great consternation and dismay of all the surrounding - 
inhabitants. Nor could any one discover what had befallen 
the many friends, relations, and neighbours who had un- 
fortunately fallen into the hands of these merciless cannibals. 

In proportion as Sawney's family increased, every one 
that was able acted his part in these horild assassinations. 
They would sometimes attack four or six men on foot, but 
never more than two upon horsebacks To prevent the 
possibility of escape, they would lie an ambush in every 
direction, that if they escaped those who first attacked, they 
might be assailed with renewed fury by another party, and 
inevitably murdered. By this means they always secured 
their prey, and prevented detection. 

At last, however, the vast number who were slain raised 
the inhabitants of the country, and all the woods and lurk* 
ing-places were carefully searched ; yet, though they often 
passed by the mouth of the horrible den^ it was never once 
suspected that any human being resided there. In this 
state of uncertainty and suspense concerning the authors of 
such frequent massacres, several innocent travellers and 
innkeepers were taken up on suspicion, because the persons 
who were missing had been seen last In their company, or 
had last resided at their houses. The effect of this well* 
meant and severe justice constrained the greater part of the 
innkeepers in those parts to abandon such employments, to 
the great inconvenience of those who travelled through that 
district. 

Meanwhile, the country became depopulated, the whole 
nation was at a loss to account for the numerous and un* 
heard-of villanies and cruelties that were perpetrated, with^ 
out the slightest clew to the discovery of the abominable ao 
ton. At length Providence interposed in the following 
manner to terminate the horrible scene. One evening, a 
man and his wife w^re riding home upon the same horse 
from a fair which had been held in the neighbourhood, and, 
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being attacked, the husband made a vigorous resistance ; 
his wife, however, was dragged from behind him, carried 
to a litUe distance, and her entrails instantly taken out. 
Struck with grief and horror, the husband continued to re- 
double his efforts to escape, and even trod some of the as- 
sassins down under his horse's feet. Fortunately for him, 
and for the inhabitants of that p^rt of the country, in the 
mean time, twenty or thirty in a company came riding 
home from the fair. Upon their approach, Sawney ana 
his bloody crew fled into a thick wood, and hastened to 
their infernal den. 

This man, who was the first that had ever escaped out 
of their hands, related to his neighbours what had happen- 
ed, and showed them the mangled body of his wife lying 
at a distance, the bloodthirsty wretches not having time to 
carry it along with them. They were all struck with asto- 
nishment and horror, took him with them to Glasgow, and 
reported the whole adventure to the chief magistrate of the 
city, who, upon this information, instantly wrote to the 
king, informing him of the matter. 

In a few days, his majesty in person, accompanied by 
four hundred men, went in quest of the perpetrators of 
these horrible cruelties. The man, whose wife had been 
murdered before his eyes, went as their guide, with a great 
number o( bloodhounds, that no possible means might be 
left unattempted to discover the haunt of such execrable 
villains. 

flThey searched the woods, and traversed and examined 
tlie sea-shore ; but, though they passed by the entrance into 
their cave, they had no suspicion that any creature resided 
in that dark and dismal abode. Fortunately, however, some 
of the bloodhounds entered the cave, raising an uncommon 
barking and noise, an indication that they were about to 
seize their prey. The king and his men returned, but ^uld 
scarcely conceive how any human being could reside in a 
place of utter darkness, and where the entrance was diffi- 
cult and narrow ; but, as the bloodhounds increased in their 
vociferation, and refused to return, it occurred to all that the 
cave ought to be explored to the extremity. Accordingly, 
a sufficient number of torches was provided ; the hounds 
were permitted to pursue their course ; a great number of 
men penetrated through all the intricacies of the path, and 
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at length arrived at the private residence of the horrible 
cannibals. 

They were followed by all the band, who were shocked 
to behold a sight unequalled in Scotland, if not ;n any part 
of the universe. Legs, arms, thighs, hands, and feet, of 
men, women, and children, were suspended in rows like 
dried beef. Some limbs and other members were soaked in 
pickle ; while a great mass of money, both of gold and sil- 
ver, watches, rings, pistols, clothes, both linen and woollen, 
with an immense quantity of other articles, were either 
thrown together in heaps, or suspended upon the sides of 
the cave. 

The whole cruel, brutal family, to the number formerly 
mentioned, were seized; the human flesh buried in the 
sand of the sea-shore ; the immense booty carried away, 
and the king marched to Edinburgh with the prisoners. 
This new and wretched spectacle attracted the attention of 
the inhabitants, who flocked from all quarters to see, as 
they passed along, so bloody and unnatural a family which 
had increased, in the space of twenty-five years, to the 
number of twenty-seven men and -twenty-one women. Ai* 
rived in the capital, they were all confined in the Tolboodi 
under a strong guard, and were next day conducted to the 
common place of execution in Leith Walk, and executed 
without any formal trial, it being deemed unnecessary to 
try those who were avowed enemies of all mankind, and 
of all social order. 

The enormity of their crimes dictated the severity of 
their death. The men had their entrails thrown into the 
fire, their hands and legs were severed from their bodies^ 
and they were permitted to bleed to death. The wretched 
mother of the whole crew, the daughteri^, and grandchil- 
dren, after being spectators of the death of the men, were 
cast into three separate fires, and consumed to ashes. Nor 
did they, in general, display any signs of repentance or re- 
gret, but continued, with their last breath, to pour forth the 
most dreadful curses and imprecations upon all around, and 
upon those who were instrumental in consigning them to 
the hands of a tardy but a certain and inevitable justice. 
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THOMAS WYNNE. 

This notorious criminal was born at Ipswich, where he 
continued till he was between fifteen and sixteen, and then 
went to sea. Nine years after, coming to London, and as- 
■ sociating with loose company, especially with women of 
the most infamous character, he lef^ no villany undone for 
the support of himself and them in their extravagances, till 
at last he became so ex][iert in house-breaking and aHs sorts 
of theft, that he was esteemed the most remarkable villain 
of his time. 

It was in the reign of Queen Elizabeth that our artist 
flourished : accordingly, we find that he had the boldness 
to rob the royal lodgings at Whitehall Palace of plate to the 
amount of 400/. for which he was taken and committed to 
Newgate. But fortunately for him, her Majesty's act of 
grace coming out, granting a free pardon for all offences ex- 
cept murder, treason, and other notorious crimes, he was 
allowed the benefit of that act, and thus obtained his liberty. 
But noither the royal clemency, nor the imminent danger 
to whfch he had been exposed, had any efiect upon the 
obdurate haart of Wynne ; for, pursuing his villanies, he 
was soon constrained to hire himself as under servant in 
the kitchen, to the Earl of Salisbury, to avoid detection. 
While he was in this post, he had the audacity to make 
love to the Countess's woman, who, astonished at such in- 
solence in a fellow of his rank, returned his addresses with 
the greatest contempt. This exasperated Wynne so much, 
that his pretended love turned to haired, and he vowed re- 
venge. He embraced an opportunity, and used her in a 
very brutal manner, until she was under the necessity of 
calling to the other servants for assistance. The poor wo- 
man took to her bed, and remained very unwell for some 
time. The master, infonned of this shocking piece of 
cruelty, ordered Wynne to be whipped by the coachman, 
and the same to be repeated once a week during a month. 
Though Wynne was happy in having satiated his ven- 
geance upon the woman who had contemptuously spurned 
his addresses, yet he was not very much in love with the 
reward assigned him by his master ; therefore, robbing the 
coachman of 9/., borrowing 15/., of the master-cook, carry- 
ing off a silver cup of the master's, and all the best clothes 
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of (he woman whom he had so greatly injured, he went in 
quest of new adventures. 

At tliat time innkeepers were not so active as now ; 
Wynne therefore often dressed himself in the garb of a por- 
ter^ and carried off parcels consigned to carriers, and con* 
tinned undetected in this practice, until he had acquired 
about two hundred pounds, for which the different carriers ' 
had to pay through their neglect. Taught by experience, 
however, they began to look better after the goods entrusted 
to tlu^ care, so that Wynne had to turn to a new employ- 
ment. 

One day, hearing a man Inform his wife, as he was 
going out, that it would be five or six hours before he 
would return, he followed him until he saw him go into a 
tavern ; and, after getting acquainted with the name of the 
landlord, he went back to the man's neighbourhood, and 
discovered his name also. Having obtained his intelli- 
gence, he goes to the man's wife, and informs her tijat 
her husband is taken suddenly ill, and wishes- to see her 
before his death. Upon this the poor woman cried ]>tt(erly^ 
and, after giving the maid orders to take care of the -bouse, 
she ran off w'l^ this pretended messenger to the * place 
where her husband was supposed to be in the jaws of 
death. 

They had not proceeded far, when Wynne, upon pre- 
tence of business, in a different part of the town, left her 
to prosecute her journey, — returned back to the house, and 
told the maid, that *' her mistress had sent him to acquaint 
her, that if she did not come home by such an hour, she 
might go to bed, for she should iiot come all night." 
Wynne, in the meantime, seeming out of breath with haste, 
the maid civilly requested him to come in and rest himself. 
This according with his wishes, he immediately complied, 
and, when the maid was going to fetch him some meat, he 
suddenly knocked her down, bound her hand and foot, and 
robbed the house of everything he could carry off, to the 
amount of ^0/. 

Wynne having reigned eight years in his villanies, form- 
ed a strong desire to rob a linen-draper, who had retired 
from business, and with his wife was living upon the fruits 
of his industry. He accordingly one evening broke into 
their house, and, to prevent discovery, cut both their 
throats while they were asleep, and rifled the hoase to the 
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aroonnt of 2500/.; and, to prevent detectioii, briM to 
Virginia,- with his wife and four ohildren. 

The two old people not appearing in the neighlxilirhood 
next day as usual, and the doors remaining locked, the 
neighbours were alarmed, sent for a constable, and burst 
open the doors, when they found them weltering in their 
blood, and their house pillaged. Diligent search was made, 
Rnd a poor man, who begged his bread, was taken up on 
suspicion, because he had been seen about the doors, and 
sittinff upon a bench belonging to the house the day befors : 
and although nothing but circumstantial evidence appeared 
against him, he was tried, condemned, and executed before 
the door of the house, and his body hung in chains at Hol- 
loway. 

Meanwhile Wynne, the murderer, was In safety in a 
foreign land. It also happened, that by the price of inno- 
cent blood he prospered, and his riches greatly increased. 
Afler he had resided twenty years in Virginia, where his 
family became numerous, and his riches great, he resolved 
to visit England before his death, and then to return to de^ 

Kiit his bones in a foreign grave. During his stay in 
ndon, he one day went into a goldsmith's shop in Cheap- 
side, to purchase some plate that he intended to take home 
with him. It happened, while the^goldsmith was weigh- 
ing the plate which Wynne had purchased, that an uproar 
took place in the street, occasioned by the circumstance of 
a gentleman running off from certain bailiffs who were cob^ 
ducting him to prison. Upon this Wynne ran also out in- 
to the street, and hearing somebody behind him crying out, 
** Stop him ! stop him !" his conscience instantly awoke, so 
that he stopped, and exclaimed, " I am the man !*' *' Ton 
the man !" cried the people; •• What man T " The man," 
replied Wynne, " that committed such a murder in Honey- 
lane twenty years ago, for which a poor man was hanged 
wrongfully !'* 

Upon this confession, he was carried before a magistrate, 
to whom he repeated the same acknowledgment, and was 
commiUed to Newgate, tried, condemned, and executed be- 
fore the house where he perpetrated the horrid deed. In 
this manner the iustice of Heaven pursued this guilty 
wretch long after he thought himself beyond the reach of 
punishment. Justice also overtook his family, who were 
privy to his guilt. Upon the inlelligenoe of his shamefel 
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cnd,li» wife immediately became deranged, and continued 
•o to her death. Two of his sons were hanged in Virginia 
for robbery, and the whole family were soon reduced to 
beggary. 



THOMAS WITHERINGTON. 

This person was the son of a worthy gentleman of Car- 
lisle, in the county of Cumberland, who possessed a con- 
siderable estate, and brought up his children suitably to his 
oondition. Thomas, the subject of this memoir, received 
a liberal education, as his father intended that he should 
lire free from the toil and hazard of business. The fatlier 
dying, Thomas came into possession of the estate, which 
soon procured him a rich wife, who afterwards proved the 
chief cause of his ruin. She was loose in her conduct, and 
violated her matrimonial obligations, which drove him from 
his house to seek happiness in the tavern, or in the com- 
pany of abandoned women. These by degrees perverted 
all the good qualities he possessed ; nor was his estate less 
subject to ruin and decay ; for the mortgages he made on 
It, in order to support his luxury and profusion, soon re- 
duced his circumstances to the lowest ebb. Undisciplined 
in poverty, how could a man of his late affluent fortune, and 
unacquainted with business, procure a maintenance ? He 
was possessed of too independent a spirit to stoop either to 
relations or friends foi* a precarious subsistence, and to so- 
licit the benevolence of his fellow-men was what his soul 
abhorred. Starve he could not, and only one way of living 
presented itself to his choice— levying contributions on the 
road. This he followed for six or seven years with tolera- 
ble' success, and we shall now relate a few of his most re- 
marka\»le adventures. 

Upon his first outset he repaired to a friend, and with a 
grave face lamented his late irregularities, and declared his 
determination to live by some honest means ; but for this 
purpose he required a little money to assist him in estab- 
Ushmg himself, and hoped his friend would find it con- 
venient to accommodate him. His friend was overjoyed at 
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' the prospect of his amendment and willingly lent him fifty 
pounds, with as many blessings and exhortations. But 
Witherington frustrated the expectations of his friend, and 
with the money bought himself a horse and other neces- 
saries fit for his future enterprises. 

One night he stopped at Keswick in Cumberland, where 
he met with the Dean of Carlisle. Being equally learned, 
tliey found each other's pompany very agreeable, and 
Witherington passed hin^lf ofi* for a gentleman who had 
just returned from the East Indies with a handsome com- 
petency, and was returning to his fi*iends at Carlisle, 
among whom he had adch uncle, who had lately died and 
left him sole heir to his estate. '* True/' said the Dean, 
^ I have often heard of a relation of Mr. Witherington's 
being in the East Indies ; but his family, I can assure yoq, 
received repeated information of his death, and what pre* 
judice this may have done to your afiairs at Carlisle, to- 
morrow will be the best witness." The Dean then told 
him his own history, and concluded with these words : — 
** And I am now informed that, to support his extravagance, 
Mr. Witherington frequents the road, and takes a purse 
wherever he can extort it." Our adventurer seemed 
greatly hurt at this account of his cousin's conduct, and 
thanked the Doctor for his information. Being both fond 
of their bottle, they spent the evening very agreeably, 
promising to travel together on tjie following day to Car- 
lisle. 

Having arrived at a wood on the road, Witherington 
rode close up to the Dean, and whispered into his ear, 
" Sir, though the place at which we now are is private 
enough, yet willing that what I do should be still more pri- 
vate, I take the liberty to acquaint you, that you have some- 
thing about you that will do me an infinite piece of service.'* 
-— " What's that?" answered the Doctor; •• you shall have 
it with all my heart."—"! thank you for your civility," 
said Witherington. ** Well, then, to be plain, the money 
in your bieecbes-pocket will be very serviceable to me at 
the present moment.'/ — "Money!" rejoined Ihe Doctor ; 
" Sir, you cannot want money ; your garb and person both 
tell me you are in no want." — ** Ay, but I am ; for the 
ship in which I came over happened to^be wrecked, so that 
I have lost all I brought from India; and I would not enter 
Carlisle for the whole worid without money in my pocket." 
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— " Friend, I may urge the same plea, and say I would 
not go into that city without money for the world ; but 
what then ? If you are Mr. Witherington's nephew, as 
you pretend to be, you would not thus peremptorily de- 
,mand money of me, for at Carlisle your friends will supply 
you ; and if you have none now,. I will bear your expenses 
to that place." — " Sir," said Witherington, " the question 
is not whether I have money or not, but concerning that 
which is in your pocket ; for, m you say, my cousin is 
obliged to take purses on the road, and so am I ; so that if 
I take yours, you may ride to Carlisle, and say that Mr. 
Witherington met you and demanded your charity." After 
a good deal of expostulation, the Dean, terrified at the sight 
of a pistol, delivered to Witherington a purse containing 
fifty guineas, before he pursued his journey to Carlisle, 
and our adventurer set off in search of more prey. 

Witherington being at Newcastle, put up at an inn 
where some commissioners were to meet that day, to make 
choice of a schoolmaster for a neighbouring parish. The 
salary being very handsome, many spruce young clergy- 
men and students appeared as competitors : and, being pos- 
sessed of sufHcient qualifications, Witherington bethought 
him of standing a candidate, for which purpose he borrow- 
ed coarse plain clothes from the landlord, to make his ap- 
pearance correspond with the conduct he meant to pursue. 
Kepairing to the kitchen j and sitting down by the fire, he 
called for a muff of ale, putting on a very dejected counte- 
nance. One of the freeholders who came to vote, observ- 
ing him as he stood warming himself by the fire^ was 
taken with his countenance, and entered into conversation 
with him. He very modestly let the freeholder know that 
he had come with the intention of standing a candidate, but 
when he saw so many gay young men as competitors, and 
fearing that everything would be carried by interest, he re- 
solved to return home. "Nay," replied the honest free- 
holder, '*a8 long as I have a vote, justice shall be done; 
and never fear, for egad, I say, merit shall have the place, 
and if thou be found the best scholar, thou shalt certainly 
have it ; and to show you I am sincere, I now, though you 
are a stranger to me, promise you my vote, and my inter- 
est likewise." Witherington thanked him for his civility, and 
consented to wait for the trial. A keen contest took place 
between two of the most successful candidates, when our 
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adventurer was iBtroduoed at a man who had so much 
modesty as to make him fearfol of appearing before so 
great an assembly, but who nevertheless wished to be ei£r 
amined. He confronted the two opponents, and exposed 
Uieir ignorance to the trustees, who were all astonished at 
^e stranger. He showed it was not a number of Greek 
and Latin sentences that constituted a good scholar, but a. 
thorough knowledge of the nature of the book which he 
read, and the ability to dlacover the design of the author* 
Suffice it to say, that Witherington was installed into the 
office with all the usual formalities* 

Conducting himself with much moderation and humility, 
the churchwardens of the parish took a great fancy to him, 
and made him overseer and tax-gatherer to the parish ; and 
the rector likewise committed to his care the collection of 
his rents and tithes. This friendly disposition towards 
Witherington extended itself over the .parish, and never 
was a man believed to be more honest or industrious. Of 
the latter qualification, we must say, in this instance, he 
showed himself possessed ; but of the former he had never 
any notion. His opinion had great weight with the heads 
of the parish, and he proposed Uie erection of a new school- 
house, and for this purpose offered, himself, to sink a 
year's salary towards a subscription. It was willingly 
agreed to, and contributions came in from all quarters, and a 
sum exceeding 700/. was speedily raised. The mind of 
Witherington was now big with hope, but, being discovered 
by two gentlemen, who had come from Carlisle, he made 
off with all the subscriptions and funds in his possession, 
leaving the parish to reflect upon the honesty of their 
schoolmaster and their own credulity. 

He went to Buckinghamshire, and, being at an inn in 
the county town, fell into the company of some farmers, 
who, he discovered, were come to meet their landlord 
with their rents. They were all tenants of the same pro- 
prietor, and poured out many complaints against him for 
his harshness and injustice, in not allowing some dednetion 
from their rents, or time after quarter-day, when they met 
with severe losses from bad weather or other causes. He 
learned that this landlord was very rich, and so miserly 
that he denied himself even the necessaries of life ; our ad- 
venturer, therefore, determined, if possible, to rifle him be- 
fore he parted. 
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. The landlord soon arrived, and the compan}^ were 
shown into a private room ; Witherington, upon pretence 
of being a friend of one of the farmers, and a lawyer, ac- 
companied them. He requested a sight of the last receipts, 
and examined them with great care, and then addressing 
the landlord, " Sir," said he, '* these honest men, my 
friends^ have been your tenants for a long time, and have 
paid dieir rents very regularly ; but why they should be 
so fond of your farms at so high a rent I am unable to 
comprehend, when they may get other lands much cheap- 
er ; and that you should be so unreasonable as not to allow 
a reduction in their rents in a season like this, when they 
must lose instead of gaining by their farms. It is your 
duty, Sir, to encourage them, ^nd not to grind them so un- 
mercifully, else they will soon be obliged to leave your 
farms alto^etber/' The landlord endeavoured to argue the 
point ; and the farmers seeing the drift of Witherington, 
refrained from interfering. '' It is unnecessary," resumed 
Witherington, ** to have more parley about it ; I insist, on 
behalf of my friends here, that you remit them a hundred 
and fifty pounds of the three hundred you expect them to 
pay you, for I am told you have more than enough to sup- 
port yourself and family." ''Not a sous," replied the landlord. 
" We'll try that presently. But pray, Sir, take your pen, 
ink, and paper, in the mean time, and write out their re- 
ceipts, and the money shall be forthcoming immediately." 
" Not a letter, till the money is in my hands." «* It must 
be so, then," answered WiUierington ; •* you will force a 
good-natured man to use extremities with you ;" and so 
saying he laid a brace of loaded pistols on the table. In a 
moment the landlord was on his knees, crying, ** Oh ! dear 
Sir, sweet Sir, kind Sir, merciful Sir, for. God ^Heaven's 
sake. Sir, don't take away the life of an innocent man, Sir, 
who never intended harm to any one, Sir." ** Why, what 
harm do I intend you, friend ? Cannot I lay the pistols I 
travel with on the table, but you must throw yourself into 
this unnecessary fear ? Pray, proceed to the receipts, and 
write them in full of all demands to this time, or else,"— ^ 
"Oh, God, Sir! Oh, dear Sir! you have an intention—' 
pray, dear Sir, have no intention against my life." *' To 
the receipts ^en, or by Jupiter Ammon ! I'll — " — "O 
yes, I will, Sir." With this the old landlord wrote full re^ 
ceipts, and delivered them to the respective farmers. 
4 * 
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*< C#ine," said Witherington, "this is honest, and to 
show you that you have to deal with lionest people, here kr 
the hundred and fifty pounds ; and i promise you, in the 
name of these honest men, that if things succeed well, yoa 
shall have the other half next quarter-day." The farmer« 
paid the money, and departed astonished, and not a little 
afi^id, at the consequence of this proceeding. Withering* 
ton ordered his horse, and inquired of the ostler the ro^ 
the old gentleman had to ^avel, and presently took his <to* 
parture. 

He chose the road which the old gentlemen had to travel, 
and soon observed him jogging away in sallen silence, 
with a servant behind him. When he observed our hero^ 
be would have fled, but Witherington seized the bridle of 
his horse, and forced him to proceed, bantering him upon 
the folly of hoarding up wealth, without enjoying it him- 
self, merely for some spendthrift son to squander after his 
death. <* For," he continued, *< ttioney is a blessing sent 
us from Heaven, in order that, by its 'circulation, it may 
afford nourishment to the body politic ; and if such wretches 
as you, by laying up thousands in your coffers to no ad- 
vantage, cause a stagnation, there are thousands in the 
world that must feel the consequences, and I am to ac- 
quaint you of them ; so that a better deed cannot be done, 
than to bestow what you have about you upon me ; for to be 
plain with you, I am not to be refused ;" and hereupon he 
presented his pistol. The old gentleman, in trepidation 
for his life, resigned his purse, containing more than three 
hundred and fifty guineas ; and Witherington, i^nbuckiing 
the portmantaeu from behind the servant, placed it on his 
own horse, and left the old landlord with an admonition, to 
be m futun* affable and generous to his tenants, for they 
were the persons who supported him, adding, that, if he 
ever again heard complaints from them, he would visit his 
house, and partake liberally of what he most coveted. 

The county, after this adventure, was up in pursuit of 
Witherington, and he retired to Cheshire with great expe- 
dition. The first house he put up at was an inn kept by 
a young widow, noted as well foi; her kindness to travel- 
lers, as her wealth and beauty. She paid our adventurer 
great attention, and invited him to be of a party, consisting 
of some friends, which she was to have that evening. He 
was not blind to the charms of the widow» and gla^y 10* 
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cepted the invitation^ The company he found to consist 
chieiy of gentlemen, who, he could discover, were angling 
for the widow's riches. Witherington gained great favour 
in the eyes of the lady, and she asked him, to favour the 
company with a song, as she wts sure, from his sweet 
clear voice, he could perform well. Witherington wanted 
lEio farther importunity from a person he had fixed his affec- 
tions upon, complied with the request, and sang an amo» 
lous ditty, very applicable to his present situation, and, 
with the assistance of a side glance and a sigh, (enabled the 
widow to draw the most favourable inferences. He was 
completely successful, and the widow evidently vanquished. 
Witherington was now requested by the widow to relate 
some story concerning himself, '• as certainly a person 
who could make himself so agreeable, and make others 
take such an interest in. his welfare, could not fail to have 
met with something remarkable in his lifetime.'* Wither* 
ington was all compliance, and begged leave to give a short 
recital of his life ; and the company were anxious that he 
should proceed, expecting to be informed of something 
marvellous and mysterious. 

He invented an artful story, the drift of which was to 
give the widow a high idea of himself, of the power that 
u>ve had o^er him, and of the generosity of his own min^. 
His greatest misfortune, he said, was disappointment in 
love, the object of his choice having been stolen from him 
by an old rich uncle, against her inclination, and he stated 
that he had just left home, in order to divert his mind from 
the melancholy with which this had overcast him ; 
♦« chance,*' said he, in conclusion, " has thrown me into 
^is hospitable house, where I cannot but own I have 
found as much beauty as I have b^en unfortunately de- 
prived of." 

This story excited considerable interest throughout the 
company, more particularly in the breast of the widow, 
tovrards whom Witherington now evinced unequivocal 
marks of attention, which seemed to excite considerable 
jealousy in some of the gentlemen present. They ail 
parted, however, on the most friendly terms, and our ad- 
venturer, resolved to stay some time at Nantwich, in ordcdr 
to follow out this adventure. Next morning, Withering- 
ton renewed his assiduities, and both he and the amorous 
widow wer^ equally gratified with each other's company ; 
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at length, determined to carry his point by a coup de grace^ 
he declared a most ardent passion for her, which, after 
much prefacing and many assurance^, was returned ten- 
fold. She assured him, at the same time, that he had 
many rivals, but over theste he had gained the pre-eminence 
in her estimation. 

A few days after the first interview with the other snitors 
at the inn, Witherington's ascendancy was so evident, that 
a rival, who imagined he had the game within reach, was 
seriously alarmed, and had recourse to stratagem to free 
himself from such an opponent. For this purpose he sei^ 
for Witherington, and, with every appearance of disint^^ 
ested friendship, informed him, that he had sent for him 
to caution him against further intimacy \^ith the widow, to 
whom he confessed he once paid matrimonial court, but 
that he had thrown her completely off since he had diih 
covered the measure of her guilt, and congratulated himself 
upon his escape. Expressing his detestation of tlie charac- 
ter of a defamer, and solemnly avowing the purity of his 
motives, he informed Witherington, that the widow was 
most fickle and insincere in her attachment, as any one 
might have discovered at the supper party ; and, in Gfder 
to gratify this wavering inclination, she had poisoned her 
Ijast husband. He entreated him then, as he * valued his 
own happiness and security, to desist from prosecuting his 
intentions farther, and hoped Witherington would pardon 
the liberty he had taken ; for hearing his acquaintance was 
to end in marriage, and considering the fortunate escape he 
had himself made, he was bound to prevent a stranger 
from being imposed upon. 

Witherington at once saw tlie drift of his rival, and hu- 
moured him accordingly. He seemed shocked at the base- 
ness of the widow, and joined the other in self-congratula- 
tion. He thanked the gentleman for his kindly warning, 
and told him to leave the affair to his management, and he 
would soon discover the depth of her guilt ; and that as 
they both seemed to have one object in view, namely, the 
possession of her money, they might then be able to make 
what use of the circumstances they found convenient and 
proper. The gentleman seemed satisfied, and they 'parted 
for the present. 

Our adventurer returning to, the inn, acquainted the 
widow with the whole conversation between him and the 
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featlemsn. She was ^atly Incensed, declared the world 
Was very censorious, and vowed revenge at whatever price« 
Witherington judging that a rupture was about to take 
j^aee, thought it high time to take advantage of the eredn* 
kms woman ; so; that evening, taking her aside, he observ- 
sd to her that the best way of revenging herself upon bis 
rival would be, if she had any serious intention of marry^ 
mg him, to show her inclination by some mark of her fa« 
your that might distinguish him above his rival. . Glad of 
this opportunity, she conveyed him into a closet, where, 
showing him all her money and plate, she told him all these 
were at his service provided he could deliver her from the 
importunities of the gentleman. Witherington assured her 
that she might depend upon him, and, taking his leave for 
the night, retired to his chamber. Here he wrote the follow- 
ing letter to the widow : 

" My Dbar, 
^ Ever mindful of what a woman says, especially one 
who has been pleased to set her affections on me, I have 
written this letter purely to acquaint you that, being obliged 
to go to London, and the journey being pretty long, I could 
&ot do better than make use of the money in the closet 
which you were so good as to say was at my service. I 
was in exceeding haste when I began to write this, so that 
I can spare no more time than to request you to be sure of 
thinking of me tilt my return. 

"T. WrrHERINGTON." 

After writing this he went privately into the widow's 
closet and secured all her ready money, which amounted 
to above three hundred pounds ; then, going into the stable, 
saddled his horse, inounted, and rode out at the back door, 
leaving the family fast asleep, and the widow and the gen- 
tleman lover to prosecute their amours as they thought fit 

Witherington, not yet content with the spoil obtained 
from the parish and the widow, repaired to the London 
road, where he perpetrated a robbery between Acton and 
Uxbridge ; after which he was detected and committed to 
Newgate, where he led a most profligate life till the day 
of his execution. 

He was executed with Jonathan Woodward and James 
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Philpot, two most notorious housebreakers who had once 
befoR received mercy from King James I. upon his acces- 
sion to the throne. One of the name of Elliot, the son of a 
respectable lady then living, was condemned at the same 
time, but afterwards pardoned. This individual, thus re- 
stored to society by the royal clemency, afterwards be- 
came a worthy citizen and a good Christian. Out of 
compassion for other criminals, and in acknowledgment 
of the king's favour, his mother, upon her death-bed, be- 
queathed a handsome sum to the parish of St. Sepulchre's 
in London, upon the condition of finding a, man who 
should always, between the hours of eleven and twelve 
o'clock of the night previous to the execution of any un- 
happy criminal, go under Newgate, and, giving notice of 
his approach by the ringing of the bell, remind the prispn- 
erfe of their approaching end, by repeating; religious exhor- 
tations, tending to prepare them for death. Witherington 
and his companions in death were the first to whom these 
exhortations were given! ; and as the design is truly be- 
nevolent, and as they are often fraught with incalculable 
blessings to the guilty, we will gratify our readers by the in- 
sertion of them, and with this close the life of Witherington. 

The person appointed, after inquiring of the criminals if 
they are awake, and being answered in the affirmative, 
proceeds thus : 

** Gentlemen, I am the unwelcome messenger who 
comes to inform you that to-morrow you must die. Your 
time is but short, the time slides away apace, the glass 
runs fast, and the last sand being now about to drop, when 
you mus^ launch out into boundless eternity, give not 
yourselves to sleep, but watch and pray to gain eternal 
life. Repent sooner than St. Peter, and repent before the 
cock crows, for now repentance is the only road to salvation ; 
be fervent in this great duty, and without doubt you may 
to-morrow be with the penitent thief in Paradise. Pray 
without ceasing ; quench not the spirit ; abstain from all 
appearance of evil ; as your own wickedness hath caused 
all this to fall upon you, and brought the day of tribulation 
near at hand, so let goodness be your sole comfort, that 
your souls may find perpetual rest with your blessed Sa- 
viour who died for the sins of the world ; he will wipe aU 
tears frdm your eyes, remove your sorrows, and assuage 
your griefy so that your sin-sick souls shall be healed for 
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erennore. I exhort you earnesUy not to be negligent of 
the work of your salvatkm* which depends upon your sin- 
cere devotion betwixt this and to-morrow, when the sword 
of justice shall send you out of the land of the living. Fight 
the good fight of faith, and lay hold of eternal life whilst 
you may, for there is no repentance in the grave. Ye 
have pierced yourselves with many [sorrows, but a few 
hours will bring you to a place where you will know no- 
thing but joy and gladness. Love righteousness and hate 
iniquity, then God, even your God, will anoint you with 
the oil of gladness above your fellows. Go now boldly 
to the throne of grace, that ye may obtain mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. The God of peace sanctify 
you wholly I and I pray God, your whole spirits, and souls, 
and bodies, may be preserved blameless, until the meeting 
of your blessed Redeemer ! The Lord have mercy upon 
you ! Christ have mercy upon you ! Sweet Jesus receive 
your souls ! and to-morrow may you sup with him in Pa- 
radise ! Amen I Amen." 

Next day, when they were to die, the bell on the steeple 
was tolled, and the cart stopped under the churchyard wall 
at St Sepulchre's, where the same person repeated from 
the wall the following additional exhortation : 

** Gentlemen, consider now you are going out of this 
world into another, where you will live in happiness or 
wo for evermore. Make your peace with God Almighty, 
and let your whole thoughts be entirely bent upon your 
latter end. Cursed is he that hangeth on a tree ; but it is 
hoped the fatal knot will bring your precious souls to an 
union with the great Creator of heaven and earth, to whom 
I recommend your souls, in this your final hour of distress. 
Lord have mercy upon you I Christ look down upon you 
and comfort you ! Sweet Jesus receive your souls this 
day into eternal life ! Amen,'* 



JAMES BATSON.- 

This famous robber was bom in the first year of James 
the First. It so happens (although perhaps the ciroum- 
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ttance is no very satisfactory evidence of the authenticity 
of his adventures) that he is his own historian ; we are ac- 
cordingly compelled, in default of other particulars, to lay 
his autobiography before our readers. 

"I suppose," says he, "that, according to custom, the 
reader will expect some relation of my genealogy, and as lam 
a great admirer of fashion, I shall gratify his curiosity. My 
grandfather had the good fortune to marry a women skilled 
in vaulting and rof^ancing, and who could act her part 
uncommonly well. Though above fifty years of age, and 
affected with the phthisiok, she died in the air. To avoid 
seeing other women fly as she had done, her husband would 
not marry again ; but diverted himself with keeping apup- 
pet-«how in M oorfields, deemed the most remarkable that 
ever had been seen in that place. My grandfather waf 
also so little, that the only diflerence between him and his 
puppets was, that they spoke through a trunk, and he 
without one. He was, however, so eloquent, and made 
such lively speeches, that his audience were never rendered 
drowsy. All the apple-women, hawkers, and fish-women, 
were so charmed by his wit, that they would run to hear 
him, and leave their goods without any guard but their 
own straw-hats. • 

" My father had two trades, or two strings to his bow ; 
he was a painter and a gamester, and master much alike 
at both ; for his painting could scarcely rise so high as a 
sign-post, and his hand at play was of such an ancient date, 
that it could scarcely pass. He had one misfortune, 
which, like original sin, he entailed upon all his children ; 
and that was his being bom a gentleman, which is as bad 
as being a poet, few of whom escape eternal poverty^ 

*< My mother had the misfortune to die longing for niusk- 
rooms. Besides myself she left two daughters, both very 
handsome and very young ; and though I was then young 
myself, yet I was much better skilled in sharping than my 
age seemed to promise. When the funeral sermon was 
preached, the funeral rites performed, and our tears dried 
up, my father returned to his daubing, my sisters to their 
stitching, and I was despatched to school. I had such an 
excellent memory, that though my dispositions were then 
what they have continued to be, yet I soon learned as much 
as might have been applied to better purposes than I have 
done. My tricks upon my master and my companions 
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were so numerous, that I obtained the honourable appella- 
tion of the Little Judas. My avaricious disposition soon 
appeared, and if my covetous eyes once beheld anything, 
my invention soon put it into my possession. These, 
however, I could not obtain gratis, for they cost' me many 
a boxing about every day. The reports of my conduct 
were conveyed home, and my eldest sister would -fre- 
quently spend her white hands upon the side of my pate ; 
and even sometimes carried her admonitions so far, as po* 
lifely to inform me, that I would prove a ^lisgrace to the 
family. 

«*It was my good fortune, Kowever, not to be greatly- 
stated by her remonstrances, which went in at the one 
ear and out at the other. It happened, however, that my 
adventures were so numerous, and daily increasing in 
their magnitude, that I was dismissed the school with as 
tnuch solemnity ^ if it had been by beat of drum. After 
giving me a complete drubbing, my father carried me to a 
barber, in order to be bound as his apprentice. I was first 
sent to the kitchen, where my mistress soon provided me 
with employment, by showing me a parcel of dirty clothes, 
informing me, that it made part of the apprentice's work tQ 
clean them: "Jemmy," says she, "mind your heels, 
there's a good boy !'* I hung down my head, tumbled all 
the clouts into a trough, and washed them as well as I 
could. I so managed the matter, that I was soon discarded 
from my office, which was very fortunate for me, for it 
would have put an end to Jemmy in less than a fortnight. 

♦* The third day of my apprenticeship, my master hav- 
ing just give me a note to iteceive money, there came into 
the shop a ruffian with a pair of whiskers, and told my 
master he would have them turned up. . The journeyman 
not being at hand, my master began to turn them up him- 
self, and desired me to heat the irons. I complied, and 
just as he had turned up one whisker, there happened a quar- 
rel in the street, and my master ran out to learn the cause. 
The scuffie lasting long, and my master desirous to see 
the end as well as the beginning of the bustle, the spark 
was all the time detained in the shop, with the one whisker 
ornamented, and^the other hanging down like an aspen leaf. 
In a harsh tone'he asked me, if I understood my trade ; 
and I, thinking it derogatory to my understanding to be ig- 
norant boldly replied that I did; * Why, then,' said he, 
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• turn up this whisker for me, or I shall go into the street 
as I am, and kick your master.* I was unwilling to he de- 
tected in a lie, and deeming it no difficult matter to turn 
up a whisker, never showed the least concern, but took u]^ 
one of the irons, that had been in the fire ever since the 
commencement of the street bustle, and having nothing to 
try it on, and willing to appear expeditious, I took a comb, 
stu^k it into his bristly bush, and clapped the iron to it: 
no sooner did they meet, than there arose a smoke, as if it 
had been out of a chimney, with a whizzing noise, and in 
a moment all the hair vanished. He exclaimed furiously, 

* Thou son of a thousand dogs ! dost thou take me for St 
Lawrence, that thou burnest me alive I* With that he let 
fly such a bang at me, that the comb dropped out of my 
hand, and I could not avoid, in the fright, laying the hot 
iron close along his cheek : this made him ^ive such % 
shriek as shook the whole house, and he, at the'same time» 
drew his sword to send me to the other world. I, howev- 
er, recollecting the proverb, * That one paix of heels i» 
worth two pair of hands,' ran so nimbly into the street, 
and fled so quickly from that part of the town, that though 
I was a good runner, I was amazed when I found myself 
about a mile from hdme, with the iron in my hand, and 
the remainder of the whisker sticking to it. As fortune 
would have it, I was near the dwelling of the person who 
was to pay the note my master gave me : I went and re- 
ceived the money, but deemed it proper to detain it in lieu 
of my three day's wages. 

" This money was all exhausted in one month, when I 
was under the necessity of returning to my father's house. 
Before arriving there, I was informed, that he was gone to 
the country to receive a large sum of money which was 
due to him, and therefore went boldly in, as if the house 
had been my own. My grave sister received me very 
coldly, and severely blamed me for the money which my 
father paid for my pranks. Maintaining, however, the 
honour of my birthright, I keep them at a considerable dis- 
tance. The domestic war being thus prolonged, I one day 
lost temper, and was resolved to make them feel the con- 
sequences of giving; me sour beer ; >and, though the dinner 
was upon the table, I threw the dish at my eldest sister, 
and the beer at the younger, dverthrew the table, and 
marched out of doors on a ramble. Fortunately, however,! 
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was interrupted in my flight by one who informed me, that 
my father was dead, and in his testament had very wisely 
left me sole heir and executor. Upon this I returned, and 
soon found the tones and tempers of my sisters changed, in 
consequence of the recent news. I sold the goods, collect- 
ed the debts, and feasted all the rakes in town, until not 
one farthing remained. 

" One evening, a party of my companions carried me 
along with them, and, opening the door of a certain house, 
conveyed from thence some trunks, which a faithful dog 
perceiving, he gave the alarm. The people of the house 
attacked the robbers, who threw down their burdens to de- 
fend themselves : meanwhile, I skulked into a corner all 
trembling. The watch made their appearance, and seeing 
three trunks in the street," two men dangerously wounded, 
and myself standing at a small distance, they seized me as 
one concerned in the robbery. Next day I was ordered 
to a place of confinement, and could find no friend to bail 
me from thence. In ten days I was tried, and my defences 
being frivolous and unsatisfactory, I was about to be hoist- 
ed up by the neck, and sent out of the world in a swinging 
manner, when a reprieve came, and in two months a fuU 
pardon. 

" After this horrible fright, (for I was not much disposed 
to visit the dwelling of my grandfather,) I commenced tra- 
velling merchant, and, according to my finances, purchased 
a quantity of wash-balls, tooth-picks, and tooth-powders. 
Pretending that they came from Japan, Peru, or Tartary, 
and extolling them to the skies, I had a good sale, particu- 
larly among the gentry of tjie playhouse. Upon a certain 
day, one of the actresses, a beautiful woman of eighteen, 
and married to one of the actors, addressed me, saying, 
' She had taken a liking to me, because I was a confident, 
sharp, forward youth ; and therefore, if I would serve her, 
she would entertain me with all her heart ; and that, when 
the company were strolling, I might beat the drum and 
stick up the bills.' Deeming it an easier mode of moving 
through the world, I readily consented, only requesting two 
days to dispone of my stock, and to setde all my accounts. 

" In my new profession my employments were various, 
some of which, though not very pleasant, I endeavoured to 
reconcile myself to, inasmuch as they were comparatively 
better than my former. In a little time, I became more 
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acquainted with the tempers of my master and mistress, 
and became so great a favourite, that fees and bribes re- 
plenished my coffers from all expectants and authors 
who courted their favour. Unfortunately, however, one 
day, in their absence, I was^ invited by some of the party 
to take a walk, and going into a tavern, commenced play- 
ing at cards, till my last ferthing was lost Determined, if 
possible, to be revenged of my antagonist, I requested time 
to run home for some more money : it was readily granted. 
I ran and seized an article belonging to my mistress, pawn- 
ed it for a small sum, which soon followed my other 
stores. But evils seldom come alone : I was in this situation 
not only deprived of my money, but also obliged to decamp." 
The next adventure of Batson was to enlist as a soldier. 
It happened, however, that his captain cheating him out of 
his pay, caused a grievous quarrel. Batson soon found it 
was dangerous i6 reside in Rome and strive with the Pope. 
His captain, upon some pretence of improper conduct, had 
him apprehended, tried and condemned to be hanged. 
The cause of this harsh treatment was a very simple one": 
" For," says Ralson, " I was one diy drinking* with a 
soldier, and happened to fall out about a lie given. My 
sword unluckily running into his throat, he kicked up his 
heels, through his own fault, for he ran upon my point, so 
that he may thank his own hastiness." Upon this our 
hero says, *' as if it had been a thing of nothing, or as a 
matter of pastime, they gave sentence that I should be led 
in state along the streets, then mounted upon a ladder, kick 
up my heels before all the people, and take a swing in the 
open air, as if I had another life in my knapsack. A no- 
tary informed me of this sentence, who was so generous 
that he requested no fee, nor any expenses for his trouble 
during^ the trial. The unfeeling jailer desired me to make 
my peace with my Maker, without giving me one drop to 
cheer my despopding heart. Informed of my melancholy 
condition, a compassionate friar came to prepare me for 
another world, since the inhabitants of this were so ready 
to bid me farewell. When he arrived, he inquired for the 
condemned person. I answered, * Father, I am the man, 
though you do not know me.' He said, * Dear child, 
it IS now time for you to think of another world, since 
sentence is passed, and, therefore, you must employ the 
short time allowed you in confessing your sins, and, asking 
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forgivieness of your oflfences.' I answered, * Reverend 
father, in obedience to the commands of the churchy I 
confess but once in a year, and that is in Lent ; but if, ac- 
cording to the human laws, I must atone with my life for 
the crime I have committed, your reverence, being so learn- 
ed, must be truly sensible that their is no divine precept 
which says, * Thou shalt not eat or drink ;' and therefore, 
since it is not contrary to the law of God, I desire that 
I may have meat and drink, and then we will discourse 
of ^hat is best for us both 5 for I am in a Christian coun- 
try, and plead the privilege of sanctuary.* 

" The good friar was much moved at finding me so 
jocular when I ought to be so serious, and began to preach 
to me a loud and a long sermon upon the parable of the 
lost sheep, and the repentande of the good thief. But the 
charity bells that ring when criminals are executed knoU- 
ip^ in mine ears, made a deeper impression than the loud 
and impressive voice of the friar. I therefore kneeled down 
before my ghostly father, and cleared the store-house of my 
sins, and poured forth a dreadful budget of iniquity. He 
then gave me his blessing, and poor Batsbn seemed pre- 
pared to take his flight from a world of misfortunes and 
insults. 

" But, having previously presented a petition to the Mar- 
quis D'Este, then commanding officer, he at that critical 
moment called me before him. He, being a merciful man, 
respited my sentence, and sent me to the gallies for. ten 
years. Some friends farther interfered, and informed the 
Marquis, that the accusation and sentence against me were 
effected by the malice of the captain, who was offended be- 
cause I had insisted for the whole of my listing money. 
The result was, that he ordered me to be set at liberty, to 
the disappointment of my captain, together with that of the 
0iultitude and the executioner. 

" The deadly fright being over, and my mind restored 
to tranquillity, I went forth to walk, and to meditate upon 
what method I wks now to pursue in the rugged journey 
of life. Every man has his own fortune, and, as good 
luck would have it, I again met with a recruiting officer, 
who enlisted me, and from partiality, took me home to his 
own quarters. The cook taking leave of the family, I was 
interrogated if 1 understood anything in that line. To this 
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I replied, 3s usual, in the affirmative, and was accordingly 
installed in the important office ofcook. 

" In the course of a military life, my master took up his 
winter residence at Bavaria, in the house of one of the rich- 
est men in those parts. To save his property, however, 
the Bavarian pretended to be very poor, drove away all 
his cattle, and removed all his stores to another quarter. 
Informed of this, 1 waited upon him, and acquainted him, 
that, as he had a person of quality in his house, it would 
be necessary for him to provide liberally for him and his 
servants. He replied that I h^ only to inform him what 
provisions I wanted, and he would order them' immediate- 
ly. I then informed him, that my master always kept 
three tables, one for the gentlemen and pages, a second 
for the butler and under officers, a third for the fpotmen, 
grooms, and other liveries ; that for these tables he must 
supply one ox, two calves, four sheep, twelve pullets, six 
capons, two dozen of pigeons, six pounds of bacon, four 

tounds of sugar, two of all sorts of spice ; a hundred eggs, 
alf a dozen dishes of fish, a pot of wine to every plate, 
and six hogsheads to stand by.^ He blessed himself, and 
exclaimed, * If all you speak of be only for the servants' 
tables, the village will not be able to furnish the master's.' 
To this I replied, that my master was such a good-nalured 
man, that if he saw his servants and attendants well pro- 
vided, he was indiffisrent to his own table ; a dish of impe- 
rial stuffed meat, with an egg in it, would be sufficient for 
him^ He asked me of what that same imperial stuffisd 
meat was composed ? I desired him to send for a grave- 
digger and a cobbler, and while they were at work, I would 
inform him what there was wanting. They were instantly 
called. I then took an egg, and putting it in the body of a 
pigeon, which I had, already gutted with my knife, said to 
him, * Now, sir, take notice ; this egg is in the pigeon, the 
pigeon is to be put into a partridge, the partridge into a 
pheasant, the pheasant into a pullet, the pi^Uet into a tur* 
key, the turkey iuto a kid, the kid into a sheep,, the sheep 
into a calf, the calf into a cow ; all these creatures are to 
be pulled, flead, and larded, except the cow, which is to 
have her hide on ; and as they are through one into another, 
like a nest of boxes, the cobbler is to sew every one of 
hem with an end, that they may not slip out ; and the 
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mve-dig|;er is to throw up a deep trench, into which one 
K)ad of coals is to be cast, and the cow laid on the top of 
it, and another load above her, — the fuel set on fire, to burn 
about four hours, more or less, when the meai being taken 
out, is incorporated, and becomes such a delicious dish, 
that formerly the emperors used to dine upon it on their 
coronation day ; for which reason, and because an egg is 
the fonndation of all that curious mass it is named the * im- 
perial egg-stuffed meat.' The landlord was not a little as- 
tonished, but after some conversation we understood each 
Other, ^nd my master left the matter to my care. 

•' In the course of my negotiations with the landlord, I 
incurred the displeasure of my master, who, discovering 
my policy, came into the kitchen, seized the first conve- 
nient instrunoent, and belaboured me most unmercifully. 
He was, however, punished for his rashness, by the want 
df a cook for two weeks. 

" The scoundrels of the French were audacious enough, 
to pay us a visit v/hile we remained here. I was ordered 
out with the rest, but I kept at the greatei^ft distance, lest 
any bullet should have mistaken me for some other person. 
No sobner did I receive the intelligence that the French 
were conquered, than I ran to the field of battle^ brandish- 
ing my sword, and cutting and slashing among the dead ' 
men. It unfortunately happened, however, that, as I struck 
one of them with ^ly sword, he uttered a mournful groan, 
and, apprehensive that he was about to revenge the injury 
done to him, I ran off with full speed, leaving my sword 
in his body. In passing along, I met with another sword, 
which saved my honour, as I vaunted that I had seized it 
from one in the field of battle. 

** While thus rambling through the field of blood and 
danger, my master was carried home mortally wounded, 
who called me a scoundrel, and cried, " Why did not yott 
obey me ?' * Lest, sir,' replied I, * I should have been as 
you now are.' The good man soon breathed his last» 
leaving me a horse and fifty ducats. 

" Being agaii> emancipated from the bonds of servitude, 
I began to enjoy life, and continued to treat all my ac- 
quaintance so long as my money would permit. The re- 
turn of poverty, however, made me again enlist under the 
banners of servitudie. 

"About this time a singular occurrence happened to 
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me- I chanced to go out into the street, when my eye- 
sight was so afiected, that I could not discern black from 
green, nor white from grey. Observing the candles sus- 
pended in a candle-maker's shop, and taking them for ra- 
dishes, I thought there was no great harm though I should 
taste one of them. Accordingly, laying hold of one, down 
fell the whole of the row, and being dashed to pieces upon 
the floor, a scuffle ensued ; I was taken into custody, and 
made to pay the damage, which operated to restore my 
sight to its natural state. 

•♦ Not long after this adventure, I was assailed with love 
for the fair sex, and, after some sighs and presents, I was 
bound to a woman for better or for worse, and continued 
with her until the charms of the marriage state and the 
pleasures of domestic life began to pall Upon me, and an ar- 
dent desire to return to my old course of adventure took 
possession of my mind. Towards the attainment of this 
desirable end, I one day kicked my wife out of doors, 
dressed myself, and prepared to sally forth. I had no 
sooner eflfected this liberation, than a tavern was my first 
resting-place to recruit my spirits and to redeem lost time. 

" I at last formed the resolution of returning to my native 
home, and there spending the evening of my bustling life 
in calm repose. After travelling many a tedious mile, I 
got to London. Arrived in the capital, I went directly to 
my father's house but found it in the possession of another, 
and my sisters departed this life. As both of them had 
been married, and had left children, there was no hope of 
any legacy by their death : I was therefore under the ne- 
cessity of doing something for a living. Finding the gout 
increasing upon me, I, by the advice of an acquaintance, 
took a public-house ; and, as I understood several languages, 
I thought I might have many customers from among 
foreigners." 

Batson then gravely concludes his own narrative in these 
words : — 

" I intend to leave oflT my foolish pranks, and, as liiave 
spent my juvenile years and money in keeping company, 
hope to find some fools as bad as myself, who delight in 
throwing away their estates and impairing their health." 

He accordingly took a house in Sraithfield, and acquired 
a considerable sum. But, being desirous to make a fortune 
with one dash, he hastened his end. Among others who 
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£at up at his house was a gentleman who had purchased ^ 
irge estate in the country, and was going to deliver the 
cash. The ostler observed to his master, that the bags be- 
longing to the gentlemen were uncommQnly heavy when 
he carried them into the house. They mutually agreed to 
rob, and afterwards to murder him ; and the ostler accom- 
plished the horrid deed. But, differing about the division 
of the spoil, the ostler got drnnk, and disclosed the whole 
matter. The house was searched, the body of the gentle- 
man found, and both the murderers were seized, tried, and 
condemned. The ostler died before the fatal day, but Bat- 
son was executed, and, according to the Catholic faith, 
died a penitenti a year before the restoration of King 
Charles IL 



MULLED SACK, aiias JOHN COTTINGTON. 

This man's father was a petty haberdasher in Cheap- . 
side, but, living above his income, he died so poor that he 
was. interred by the parish. He had eighteen children, 
fifteen daughters and three sons. Our hero was the young- 
est of the family, and at the age of eight, was bound ap- 
Erentice to a chimney-sweeper. In his first year, deeming 
imself as expert at his profession as his master, he \m 
him, and, acting for himself^ soon acquired a great run of 
business. 

Money now coming in upon him, he frequented the 
tavern, and, disdaining to taste of anything but mulled sack, 
he acquired that appellation. One evening he there met 
tvith a young woman, with whom he was so enamoured^ 
that '* he took her for better for worse." Bi\it, not enjoying 
that degree of comfort in this union which his Imagi- , 
nation had painted to him, he frequented the company of 
other women, until it became necessary to make public* 
contributions to supply their pressing necessities. His first 
trials were in picking pockets of watches, and any small 
sum he cquld find. Among others, he robbed a lady 
famous among the usurers, of a gold watch set with dia- 
monds, and another lady of a similar piece of luxury as 
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she was'going into church to'hear a celebrated preacher. By 
the aid of his accomplices, the pin was taken out of the 
axle of her coach, which fell down at the church door, and 
in the crowd, Mklled Sack, being dressed as a gentleman, 
gave her his hand, while he seized her watch. The pious 
lady did not discover her loss, until she wished to know 
the length of the sermon, when her devout meditations, ex* 
cited by the consoling exhortation of the pious preacher* 
were sadly interrupted by the loss of her time-piece. It 
is related, that, upon a certain occasion, he had tlie bold- 
ness to attempt the pocket of Oliver Cromwell, and that 
the danger to which he was then exposed determined him 
to leave that sneaking trade, and in a genteel manner to 
enter u{>on the honourable profession of public collector on 
the highway. 

He entered into partnership with Tom Cheny. Their 
first adventure was attacking Colonel Hewson, who had 
raised himself by his merit from a cobbler to a colonel. 
He was riding at some distance from his regiment upon 
Hounslow-heath, and, even in the sight of some -of his 
men, these two rogues robbed him. The pursuit was 
keen : Tom's horse failing him, he was apprehended, but 
Mulled Sack escaped. The prisoner, being severely 
wounded, entreated that his trial might be postponed on 
that account. But, on the contrary, lest he should die of 
his wounds, he was condemned at two o'clock, and exe- 
cuted that evening. 

One Home was the next accomplice of Mulled SacL 
His companions were, however, generally unfortunate. 
Upon their first attempt. Home was pursued, taken, and 
executed. 

Thus, twice bereft of his associates, he acted alone, but 
generally committed his depredations upon the republican 
party, who then had the wealth of the nation in their pos- 
session. Informed that the sum of four thousand pounds 
was on its way from London, to pay the regiments of Ox- 
■ ford and Gloucester, he concealed himself behind a hedge 
where the wagon was to pass, presented his pistols, and 
the guard supposing that many more must have been con- 
cealed, fled, and left him the immense prize. 

There were a few passengers in the wagon, who were 
greatly aflfrighted. He, however, consoled them, assuring 
them that he would not injure them, sayin|^, «< This which 
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I have taken is as much mine ad theirs who own it, being 
all extorted from the public by the rapacious members of 
our commonwealth, to enrich themselves, maintain their 
janizaries, and keep honest people in subjl^ction, the most 
effectual way to do which is to keep them very poor.'* 

When not employed as a chimney-sweep, which profes-, 
■ion he still occasionally pursued, he dressed in high style, 
and is said to have received more money by robbery than 
any man in that age. One day, being informed that the 
receiver-general wafe to send up to London six thousand 
pounds, he entered his house the night before, and render- 
ed that trouble unnecessary. Upon the noise which this no* 
torious robbery occasioned. Mulled Sack was apprehended ; 
but through cqnning, baffling the evidence, or corrupting 
the jury, he was acquitted. 

In a little time after, he robbed and murdered a gentle- 
man, and, for fear of detection, went to the Continent, and 
was introduced into the Court of Charles the Second. Upon 
pretence of giving information, he came home, and applied 
to Cromwell, confessed his crime, but proposed to purchase 
his life by important information. But whether he failed in 
his promise, or whether Cromwell thought that such a no- 
torious offender was unworthy to live, cannot be ascer- 
tained ; one thing is certain, that he was tried and executed 
in the forty-fifth year of his age, in the month of April 
1659, 



CAPTAW JAMES HIND. 

The father of Hind was an industrious saddler, a cheer- 
ful companion, and a good Christian. He was a native of 
Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, where James was born. As 
our hero was his only son, he received a good education, ,^ 
and remained at school until he was fifteen years of age. 

He was then sent as an apprentice' to a butcher in that 
place., and continued in that employment during two years. 
Upon leaving his master's service, he applied to his mother 
for money to bear his expenses to London, complaining* 
bitterly of the rough and quarrelsome temper of his master. • 
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The .complying mother yielded, and, giving him three 
pounds, she, with a sorrowful heart, took farewell of her 
beloved sou. 

Arrived in the capital, he soon contracted a relish for the 
pleasures of the town. His bottle and a female companion 
became his principal delight, and occupied the greater part 
of his time. He was unfortunately detected one evening 
with a woman of the town who had just robbed a gentle* 
man, and along with her confined until the morning. He 
was acquitted because no evidence appeared against hiniy 
but his fair companion was committed to Newgate. 

Captain Hind, soon after this accident, became acquaint- 
ed with one Allan, a famous highwayman. While partak-; 
ing of a bottlCft their conversation became mutually so 
afrreeable that they consented to unite their fortunes. 

Their measures being concerted, they set out in quest 
of plunder. They fortunately met a gentleman and his ser- 
vant travelling along the road. « Hind being raw and inex- 
perienced, Allan was desirous to have a proof of his cou- 
rage and address ; he, therefore, remained at a distance, 
, while HinV boldly rode up to them and took from them fif- 
teen pounds, at the same time returning one to bear their 
expenses home. This he did with so much grace and plea- 
santry, that the gentleman vowed that he would not injure 
a hair of his head though it were in his power. 

Ab^ut this period, the unfortunate Charles I. suffered 
death for his political principles. Captain Hind conceive4 
an inveterate enmity to all those wno had stained their 
hands with their sovereign's blood, and gladly embraced 
every opportunity to wreak his vengeance upon them. In 
a short time, Allan and Hind met with the usurper, Oliver 
Cromwell, riding from Huntingdon to London. They at- 
tacked the coach, but Oliver, being attended by seven ser- 
vants, Allan was apprehended, and it was with no small 
difficulty that Hind made his escape. The unfortunate 
Allan was soon after tried, and suffered death for his auda- 
' city. The only effect which this produced upon Hind was 
to reAder him more cautious in his future depredations. He 
could not, however, think of abandoning a course on 
which he had just entered, and which promised so many 
advantages. 

The captain had ridden so hard to escape from Crom- 
well and his train that he killed his horse, and, having no 
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money to purchase a substitutet he was under the necessity 
of trying his fortune upon foot, until he should find means 
to procure Smother. It was not long before he espied a 
horse tied to a hedge with a saddle on and a brace of pis- 
tols attached to it. He looked round and observed a geit- 
tleoian on the other side of the hedge. ".This is my horse,'* 
exclaimed the captain, and immediately vaulted into the 
saddle. The gentleman called out to him that the horse 
was his. " Sir," said Hind, ** you may think yourself 
well off that I have left you all the money in you? pocket 
to buy another, which you had best lay out before I meet 
you again, lest you should be Worse used." So saying, he 
rode off in search of new booty. 

There is another story of Hind's ingenious method of 
supplying himself with a horse upon occasion. It appears 
that, being upon a second extremity reduced to the humble 
station of a footpad, he hired a sorry nag, and proceeded 
.on his journey. He was overtaken by a gentleman mount- 
ed on a fine hunter, with a portmanteau behind him.^ They 
entered into conversation upon such topics as are common 
to travellers/ and Hind was very eloquent in the praise of 
the gentleman's horse, which inclined the other to descant 
upon the qualifications of the animal. There was upon one 
side of the road a wall, which the gentleman said his horse 
would leap over. Hind offered to risk a bottle on it, to 
which the gentleman agreed, and quickly made his horse 
leap over. The captain acknowledged that he had lost his 
wager, but requested the gentleman to let him try if he 
-could do the same ; to which he consented, and the cap- 
tain, being seated in the saddle of his companion, rode off 
at full speed and left him to return the other miserable ani^ 
mal to its owner. 

At another time the captain met the regicide Hugh Pe* 
ters in Enfield chace, and commanded, him to deliver his 
money. Hugh, who was not deficient in confidence, began 
to combat Hind with texts of scripture, and to cudgel our 
bold robber with the eighth commandment : " It is written 
in the law," said he, that * Thou shalt not steal ;' and fur- 
thermore, Solomon, who was surely a very wise man, 
spoke in this manner, * Rob not the poor, because he is 
poor.' " Hind was ;desirous to answer him in his own 
strain^ and for that purpose began to rub up his memory 
for some of me texts he had learned when at schooL 
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" Verily," said Hind, " if thou hadst reguded the diftne 
precepts as thou oughtest to have done, thou wouldst not 
have wrested them to such an abominable and wicked sense 
as thou didst the words of the prophet^ when he said, * Bind 
their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of 
iron.' Didst thou not then, detestable hypocrite, endear 
▼our, from these words, to aggravate the misfortunes of 
thy royal master, whom thy cursed republican party us* 
justly murdered before the gate of his own palace ?" Here 
Ilugh Peters began to extenuate that proceeding, and 
to allege other parts of scripture in his own defetfce. 
•« Pray, Sir," replied Hind, '' make no reflections againel 
men of my profession, for Solomon plainly said, ' do aot 
despise a thief.* But it is to little jHirpose for us to dis- 
pute, the substance of what t have to say is tliis, deliver 
thy money presently, or else I shall send thee out of the 
wortd to thy master, the devil, in an instant." These ter* 
libie words of the captain's so terrified the old Presbylerian, 
^at he forthwith gave him thirty broad peices of gold and 
then departed. 

But Hind was not satisfied with allowing so bitter tt 
enemy to the royal cause to depart in such a manner. He 
accordingly rode after him at full speed, and, overtaking 
him, addressed him in the following janguege :— *' Sir, 
now I think of it, I am convinced this misfortune has faap» 
pened to you because you did not obey the words of me 
scripture, which expressly sayK, ' provide neither gold, nor 
silver, nor brass, in your purses, for your journey,' where- 
as it is evident that you had provided a pretty decent 
quantity of gold. However, as it is now in my power to 
mske you fulfil another commandment, I would by no 
means slip the opportunity ; therefore, pray give me your 
cloak." Peters was so surprised that he neither stood stUl 
to dispute nor to examine what was the drift of Hind's de- 
mand. But he soon made him understand his meaning, 
when he added, '* You know. Sir, our Saviour has com- 
nranded, that if any man taketh away thy cloak, thou must 
not refuse thy coat also ; therefore, I cannot suppose that 
you will act in direct contradiction to such an express com- 
mand, especially as you cannot pretend you have forgot it. 
Seeing that I now remind ^ou of that duty." The old Puritan 
shrugged his shoulders some time before he proceeded to 
uncase them ; but Hind told him that his delay would be 
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of no service to hiiB« for he would be implicidy obeyed, 
because he was sure that what he requested was entirely 
consonant with the scripture. He accordingly surrendered, 
and Hind carried off^the cloak. 

The following sabbath, when Hugh ascended the pulpit, 
he was inclined to pour forUi an invective against stealing, 
and selected for his subject these words. *' I have put off 
my coat, how shall I put it on !" An honest plain man, 
who was present, and knew how he had been treated by 
the robber, promptly cried out, '* Upon my word. Sir, I 
believe there is nobody here can tell you, unless Captain 
Hind were here." Which ready answer to Hughes scrip? 
tand question put the congregation into such an outrageous 
fit of laughter, that the parson was made to blush, and de- 
scended from his pulpit, without prosecuting the subject 
£irther. 

The captain, as before mentioned, indulged a ipoted 
hatred against all those who were concerned in the murder 
of the late king ; and frequently these men fell in his way. 
He was one day riding on the road, when President Brad- 
ehaw, who had sat as judge upon the king, and passed the 
sentence of death upon him, met with the captain. The 
place where they came into collision was on the road be- 
tween Sherbourne and Shaftesbury. Hind rode up to Uie 
•oach, and demanded Bradshaw's money, who, supposing 
that his very name would convey terror along with it, in- 
Ibrmed him who he was. V Marry;" cried Hind, *^ I neither 
fear yoti nor any king-killing villain alive. I have now as 
much power over you, as you had lately over the king, 
and I should do God and my country good service, if I 
made the same use of it ; limt live, villain, to suffer the 
pangs of thine own conscience, till justice shall lay her 
iron hand upon thee, and require an answer for thy crimes^ 
in a way more proper for such a monster, who art unwor- 
thy to die by any hands but those of the common hang- 
man, or at any other place than Tyburn. Nevertheless* 
though I spare thy life as a regicide, be assured, that un- 
less thou deliver up thy money immediately, thou shalt die 
for thy obstinacy." 

Bradshaw began to perceive that the qase was not now 
with him as it was when he sat at Westminster Hai, 
supported by all the strength of the rebellion. A horror 
took possession of his sotfl, and discovered Uself in his 
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coanlenance. He put hi« trembling hand into his pocket, 
and pulled out about forty shillings in silver, which he 
presented to the captain, who swore he woulifthat minute 
shoot him through the heart, unless be found him coin of 
another species. To save his life, the sergeant pulled out 
that which he valued next to it, and presented the captain 
with a purse full of Jacobuses. 

But though Hind had got possession of the cash, he was 
inclined to detain the sergeant a little longer, and began the 
following eulogium upon the value of money : — 

" This, sir, is the nuetal that wins my heart for ever ! O 
precious gold ! I admire and adore thee, as much as either 
Bradshaw, Prynne, or any other villain of the same stamp, 
who, for the sake of thee, would sell his Redeemer again, 
were he now upon earth. This is that incomparable medi- 
cament, which the republican physicians call the wonder- 
working plaster; it is truly catholic in operation, and 
somewhat of kin to the Jesuit's powder, but more efiectuaL 
The virtues of it are strange and various ; it maketh justice 
deaf, as well as blind ; takes out spots of the deepest trea« 
sons as easily as Castile soap aees common stains ; it 
alters a man's constitution in two or three days, more than 
the virtuoso's transfusion of blood can do in seven years. It 
is a great alexipharmiokf and helps poisonous principles 
of rebellion^ and those that use them ; it miraculously ex- 
alts and purifies the eye-sight, and makes traitors behold 
nothing but innocence in the blackest malefactors ; it is a 
mighty cordial for a declining cause ; it stifles faction and 
schism as certainly as rats are destroyed by common ar- 
senic ; in a word, it makes focHs wise men, .and wise men 
fools, and both of them knaves. The very colour of this 
precious balm is bright and dazzling. If it be properly- 
applied to the fist, that is, in a decent manner, and in a 
competent dose, it infallibly performs all the above men^ 
tioned cures, and many others too numerous to be here 
mentioned." 

The captain, having finished his panegyric upon the 
virtues of the glittering metal, pulled out his pistol, and 
again addressed the sergeant, saying, ** You and your in- 
fernal crew have a long while run on, like Jehu, in a career 
of blood and impiety, falsely pretending that zeal for the 
Lord of Hosts has been your only motive. How long yon 
may be suffered to continue in the same course, Gknl only 

Digitized by Google' - 



Gi^FTAIN lAMSS HINP. 65 

knowtf. I will, however, for this time, stop your face in 
a literal sense of the word." And without farther delay, 
he shot all the six horses that were in the carriage, and left 
Bradshaw to ponder upon the lesson he had received. 

Hind's next adventure was with a company of ladies, in 
a coach upon the road between Petersfield and Portsmouth. 
He accosted them in a polite manner, and informed them 
that he was a protector of the fair sex, and it was purely to 
win the favour of a hard-hearted mistress that he had tra- 
velled the country. " But, ladies," added he, *' I am at 
this time reduced to the necesshy of asking relief, having 
nothing to carry me on in the intended prosecution of 
my adventures." The young ladies, who had read many 
romances, could not help concluding that they had met 
with some Quixote or Amadis de Gaul, who was saluting 
them in the strains of knight-errantry. *' Sir knight," said 
one of the most jocular of the company, " we heartily com- 
miserate your condition, and are very much troubled that 
we cannot contribute towards your support ; for we have 
nothing about us but a sacred depositum, which the laws 
of your order will not suffer you to violate." The cap- 
tain was much pleased at having met with such a pleasant 
lady, and was much inclined to have permitted them to pro- 
ceed ; but his necessities were at thia time very urgent. 
<^ May I, bright ladies, be favoured with the knowledge of 
what this sacred depositum, which you speak of, is, thai 
so I may employ my utmost abilities in its defence, as the 
laws of kni^t-errantry require." The lady who had spoken 
before told him, that the depositum she had spoken of was 
3000/. the portion of one of the company, who was going 
to bestow it upon the knight who had won her good-wiU 
by his many past Services. '^ Present my huipble duty to 
the knight,'' said he, ** and be pleased to tell him that my 
name is Captain Hind ; th^t out of mere necessity I have 
made bold to borrow part of what, for his sake, I wish 
were twice as much ; that I promise t6 expend the sum in 
ddfenoe of injured lovers, and in the support of gentlemen 
who profess knight-errantry." Upon the name of Captain 
Hind, the fair ones were sufficiently alarmed, as his name 
was well known all over England. He, however, req^sted 
them not to be affrighted, for he would not do them the 
least injury, and only requested 1000/. of the 3000/. As 
the mon^y was bound np in several parcels^ the request 
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was,%8tantly complied with, and our adventurer wished 
them a prosperous journey, and many happy days to the 
bride. 

Taking leave of the captain for a little, we shall inform 
our readeris of the consequences of this extorted loan of 
the captain's. When the bride arrived at the dwelling of 
her intended husband, she faithfully recounted to him her 
adventures upon the road. The avaricious and embryo , 
curmudgeon refused to accept her hand until her father 
should agree to make up the loss. Partly because he de- 
tested the request of the lover, and pardy because he had 
sufficiently exhausted his funds, the father refused to com- 
ply. The pretended lover, therefore, declined her hand, 
because it was emptied of the third part of her fortune ; and 
the affectionate and high-spirited lady died of a broken 
heart. Hind often declared, that this adventure caused him 
great uneasiness, while it filled him with detestation at the 
dishonourable and base conduct of the mercenary lover. 

The transactions of Hind were now become so numerous, 
«nd made hirii so well known, that he was forced to con- 
ceal himself in th^ country. During this cessation from 
his usual industrious labours, his funds became so exhaust- 
ed, that even his horse was sold to maintain his own life. 
Impelled by necessity, he often resolved to hazard a few 
movements upon the highway ; but he had resided so long 
in that quarter, that he durst not risk any such adventure. 
Fortune, however, commiserated the condition of the cap* 
tain, and provided relief. He was informed that a doctor, 
who resided in the neighbourhood, had gone to receive a 
handsome fee for a cure which he had effected. The cap- 
tain then lived in a small house which he had hired upon 
the side of a common, and which the doctor had to pass in 
his journey home. Hind, having long and impatiently 
waited his arrival, ran up to him, and in the most piteous 
tone and suppliant language, told the doctor his wife was 
suddenly seized with illness, and that unless she got some 
assistance, she would certainly perish, and entreated him 
just to tarry for a minute or two, and lend her his medical 
assistance, and he would gratefully pay him for his trouble 
as soon as it was in his power. 

The tender-hearted doctor, moved with ^compassion, 
alighted and accompanied him into his house, assuring him 
•that he should be yery happy to be of any service in re* 
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storing his wife to health. Hind showed the Ao(Mr up 
stairs ; but they had no sooner entered the door, than he 
locked it, presented a pistol, showing, at the same time, 
his empty purse, saying : — ** This w my wife ; she has so 
long been unwell, that there is now nothing at all within 
her. I know, sir, that you have a sovereign remedy in 
your pocket for her distemper, and if you do not apply it 
without a word, this pistol shall make the day shine into 
your body !" The doctor would have been content to have 
lost his fee, upon condition of being delivered from the 
importunities of his patient; but it requii^ only a small 
degree of the knowledge of symptoms to be convinced, that 
obedience was the only thing which remained for him to 
observe: he therefore emptied his own purse of forty 
guineas into that of the captain, and thus left our hero's 
wife in a convalescent state. Hind then informed the doctor, 
that he. would leave him in possession of his whole house, 
to reimburse him for the money which he had taken from 
tiim. So saying, he locked t,he door upon the doctor, 
mounted that gentleman's horse, and went in quest of ano- 
ther county, since this had become too hot for him. 

Hind has been often celebrated for his generosity to the 
poor ; and the following is a remarkable instance of his 
virtue in that particular. He was upon one occasion ex- 
tremely destitute of cash, and had waited long upon the 
road without receiving any supply. An old man, jogging 
along upon an ass, at length appeared. He rode up to him, 
and very politely inquired wtjere he was going. ** To the 
market," said the old man, '* at Wantage, to buy me a 
cow, that I may have some milk for my children." " How 
many children have you ?'* The old man answered, 
** Ten." *• And how much do you mean to give for a 
cow?" said Hind. *'I have but forty shillings, master, 
and that I have been scraping together these two years.*' 
Hind's heart ached for the poor man's condition ; at the 
same time he could not help admiring his simplicity ; but, 
being in absolute want himself, he thought of an expedient 
which would serve both himself and the poor old man. 
*' Father," said he, " the money which you have is neces- 
sary for me at this time ; but I will not wrong your children 
of their milk. My name is Hind, and if you will give 
me your-forty shillings quietly, and meet me again this day 
se'nnight at this place, I promise to make the sum double." 
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The:idd man relnetantly coni^ieiited, and Hind enjoined him 
to '* be cautious not to mention a word of the matter to any 
body between this and that time." The old man came at 
the appointed time, aftd received as much as would pur- 
chase two CQws, and twenty shillings more, that he might 
thereby have the best in the market 

Though Hind had long frequented the road, yet he care- 
fully avoided shedding blood ; and the following is the only 
instance of this nature related of him. He had one morn- 
ing committed several robberies, and among others, had 
taken more than 7Qt. from Colonel Harrison, the celebrated 
Parliamentary general. As the Roundheads were Hind's 
inveterate foes, the colonel immediately raised the hue-and- 
cry after him, which was circulated in that part of the 
country before the captain was aware of it. At last, bow- 
ever, he received intelligence at one of the inn& upon the 
road, and made every possible haste to fly the scene of 
danger. In this situation the captain was apprehensive of 
every person he met upon the road. He had reached a 
place called Knowl Hill, when the servant of a gentlemen, 
who was following his master, came riding at fuih speed 
behind him. Hind, supposing that it was one in pursuit 
of himself, upon his coming up, turned about, and shot 
him through the head, when the unfortunate man fell dead 
upon the spot. Fortune favoured the captain at this time, 
and he got off in safety. 

The following adventure closes the narrative of Hind's 
busy life. After Charles I. was beheaded, Uie Scots re- 
mained loyal, proclaimed his son Charles H., and resolved 
to maintain his right against the usurper. They suddenly 
raised an army, and entering Elagland, proceeded as far as 
Worcester. Multitudes of the English joined the royal 
army, and among these Captain Hind, who was loyal from 

?rinciple, and brave by nature. Cromwell was sent by 
'arliament with an army to intercept the march of the 
royalists. Both armies met at Worcester, and a despe- 
rate and bloody battle ensued. The king's army was |out- 
ed. Captain Hind had the good fortune to escape, and, 
reaching London, lived in a retired situation. Here, how- 
ever, he had not remained long, when he was betrayed by 
one of his intimate acquaintances. It will readily be grant- 
ed that his actions merited death by the law of Jus country, 
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but the mind recoils with horror from the thought of treach- 
ery in an intimate friend. 

Hind was carried before the Speaker of the House of 
Commons, and, after a long examination, was committed 
to Newgate and loaded with irons ; nor was any person 
allowed to converse with him without a special permission. 
He was brought to the bar of the Session-house at the Old 
Bailey, indicted for several crimes, but, for want of suffi- 
cient evidence, nothing worthy of death could be proved 
against him. Not long after this, he was sent down to 
Reading 'under a strong guard, and, being arraigned be- 
fore Judge Warburtqn, fdr killing George Syms(Mi atKnowl 
Hill, as formerly mentioned, he was convicted of wilful 
murder. An act of indemnity for all past offences was is- 
sued at this time, and he hoped to have been included ; but 
an order of Council removed him to Worcester jail, where 
he was condemned for high treason, and hanged, drawn, 
and quartered, on the 24th September 1652, aged thirty-four 
years. His head was stuck upon the top of the bridge 
over the Severn, and the other parts of his body placed 
upon the gates of the city. Tlie head was privately taken 
down and interrec), but the remaining parts of his body re- 
mained until consumed by the influence of the weather. 

In his last moments he declared that his principal depre- 
dations had been committed against the republican party, 
and that he was sorry for nothing, so much as not living to 
see his royal master restored. The following are a few 
verses to his memory, which, if not remarkable for poetical 
merit, are interesting, and not without ingenuity. 

TO THE MEMQRY OF CAPTAIN HIND. 

BT A POST or BI8 OWN TIXX. 

Whenever death attacks a throne. 
Nature through all her parts must groan. 
The mighty monarch to bemoan. 

He must be wise,, and just, and good. 
Though nor the state he understood. 
Nor ever spar'd a subject'^ blood. 

And shall no friendly poet find 
A monumehtal verse for Hind, — 
In fortune less, as fp^tX in mind ? 
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Hiad rtiade our wenlfth one eommon ftore. 
He robb'd the rich to feed the poor,— 
What did immortal Cxaar more ? 

Nay, 'twere not difficult to prove 
That meaner views did Caesar move i 
Hit was ambition, Hind's was love. 

Our English hero sought no crown. 
Nor that more pleasing bait, renown : 
But just to keep off fortune's frown. 

Yet when his countr^r's cause invites, 
See him assert a nation's rights ! . 
A robber for a monarch fights ! 

If in due light his deeds we scan. 
As nature points us out the plan. 
Hind was an honourable man. 

Honour, the virtue of the brave. 
To Hind that turn of genius gave. 
Which made him scorn to be • slave. 

Hius, had his stars conspir'd to raise 
His natal hour, this virtue's praise 
Had shone with an uncommon blaze. 

Some new epocha had begun 
From every action he had done ; 
A city built, a battle #on. 

If one's a subject, one at helm, 
'Tis the same yi'lence, says Ansehn, 
To rob a house or waste a realm. 

Be hencefcnth, then, for ever join'd. 
The names of Csesar and of Hind $ 
In fortune different, one in mind. 



MOLL CUTPURSE. 

Moll obtained this name not from her parents, but from 
her profession. Her father was a shoemaker, and both her 
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parents dying when she wat yoongt Moll was left to foUov 
tbe bent of her own inclinations. 

Tbe usual amusementSt dress, and occupations of the faif 
sex, were disrelished by our adventurer. A quarter^taff 
was more agreeable to her than a distaff. Nor was it long 
before she dressed herself in man's apparel, and became a 
fortune-teller. The living she got in this way was too 
scanty and precarious for her extravagant temper. This 
excited her to enter into the association of cut-purses, and 
she soon became more dexterous than some who had long^ 
er practised the art. Her cunning was, however, insuffi- 
cient to save her at all times, and besides being often in 
bridewell, she was four times burnt in the hand* 

Resolved to trade no longer in small wares, she went 
upon the highway, and chiefly vented her rage against the 
nobles who fomented the civil discords in the reign ci 
Charles the First ; for Moll, with all her follies and vices, 
possessed, in an eminent degree, the virtue of loyalty to 
ber unfortunate sovereign. Her hatred against these peo- 
|4e was simikr to that of the man who was executed al 
Tyburn for counterfeiting half-crowns, who in his own de- 
fence observed, *' that he was adjudged to die for counter- 
feiting a half-crown ; but those who usurped the whole 
crown, stole away its revenue, and counterfeited its seid» 
were above justice, and escaped punishment.*' 

After Moll had pursued a long and very successful career 
upon the highway, she robbed General Fairfax, wounded 
him in the arm, and shot the horses of two of his servants ; 
but she was so closely pursued, that her horse being worn 
out, she was apprehended, and carried to Newgate. After 
being condemned, she procured her pardon by giving her 
adversary two thousand pounds. Moll, after this, aban- 
doned that occupation, and became a purchaser of stolen 
H^oods. In her house she kept a kind of brokery for jewels, 
rings, watches, and similar articles. Nor was she long in 
that occupation, before application was always made to her 
when any goods wete stolen, and she was seldom unsuc- 
cessful in (ktecting the thief, and, upon a proper compensa- 
tion being given, recovering them. 

A gentleman having one evening lost his watch, he ap- 
plied to Moll to assist him in recovering it. With no 
small degree of formality she constrained him to inform 
her by what means he had lost it, and whom he suspected 
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of the theft Anxious to recover his watch, he was verf 
minute in his detail, and after some interviews, and several 
hints, she received twenty guineas for returning his favour- 
ite watch. 

Moll's invention was fertile, and she was not scrupulous 
of the means by which she obtained money. It has 
already been mentioned that she had an irreconcileable 
hatred to the Rump Parliament ; therefore, finding a person 
who was dexterous in counterfeiting the hands of the com- 
missioners and receivers of the customs, she and her asso- 
ciates were careful to recover great sums in this way. And 
when Oliver Cromwell came into power, means were also 
fallen upon to counterfsdt his hand, so that he was under 
the necessity at last of employing a secret mark; 

At the advanced age of seventy-four, Moll was seized 
with a dropsy, and her constitution was completely shat- 
tered< But of five thousand pounds that she once had in 
her possession, only on * hundred remained. Being de- 
prived of the consolation of giving in charity what she had 
gained by unlawful means, she purchased gloves and memo- 
randums, and distributed them among her friends and ac- 
quaintances previous to her death. To her three maids 
she gave ten pounds each, and requested them to make a 
good use of it, so that it might procure them husbands* 

As she had been rather singular during her life, she re«> 
quested that she might be interred with her face down- 
wards. A marble stone was placed upon her grave, but 
destroyed at the great fire which happened in London in 
1666. 



CAPTAIN PHILIP STAFFORD. 

This singular character was a native of Berkshire, and 
born about tlie year 1622. His father had a small estate 
of about 50/. a-year, with which, by cultivating it himself, 
he rendered his family comfortable. Philip was an only 
child, and therefore received such an education as the place 
and the circumstances of his father could afford. But while 
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at school, he was more distinguished for boxing and wrest- 
ling, than for the exercise of his mental faculties. 

When the time generally allotted to young men of a 
moderate fortune at school was expired, Philip was taken 
home, and destined by his father to follow the plough. In 
his you thftil years he imbibed the principles of religion and 
of loyalty which were current in that eventful period. When 
war Commenced between Charles I. and his subjects, Staf- 
ford was one of the first who joined the royal standard. 
He continued in the army during that successful rebellion, 
bat his actions are involved in the obscurity of the times. 
It is obvious, however, that he signalized himself, as he 
received the name of captain during that war. 

Upon the death of Charles, the opposite party were in- 
vested with all power, and the loyalists were constrained 
to conceal themselves from the fbry of their adversaries. 
The small estate of Stafford was, among many others, se- 
questrated, and he was thereby deprived of all means of 
subsistence. In these desperate circumstances, he formed 
the resolution of making depredations upon the enemies of 
his late king. Upon his principles, it was just to levy con- 
tributions upon those who had taken away the life of his 
prince and had deprived him of his paternal inheritance. 

He first cast his eyes upon an old .republican, who had 
dnink deep in the troubled stream of the times, and had 
married a young lady in order to obtain her fortune. In 
the character of a servant, and assuming the dress and the 
language of the party, he succeeded in hiring himself as a 
servant into that family. By his insinuating address and en- 
gaging manners, he won the affections of his master, and 
was soon admitted to enter into conversation with his mas- 
ter and mistress, and in the most dexterous manner, imita- 
ted the religipus phrases and sentiments of that party. But 
he soon employed ttnguage of a different kind to his mis- 
tress ; alienated her affections from her lawful husband, 
and so grossly imposed upon him, that, when he would 
sometimes unexpectedly find them alone and in close con- 
versation, be would conclude that religion was the subject 
of their earnest conversation. Under the disguise of re- 
ligion, and emboldened by the credulity of the old husband,* 
Stafford remained with increasing favour in that family, 
until an heir was born to enjoy the fortune of the good old 
republican. 
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Indifferent to all the ties of honour and of religion, Staf* 
ford and the lady carried on their criminal correspondence ; 
and often amused themselves with the credulity of the hus- 
baud and his unabated attachment to Stafford. In the mo- 
ments of wanton levity, the lady had made him a present 
of a ring and also of some jewels, and had not only in- 
formed him of a quantity of jewels which her husband had 
collected, but actually showed him the place where they 
were deposited. The violent passion . of avarice now as- 
sumed the superiority in his mind, and he formed the re- 
solution to seize the cabinet of jewels, and even to abandon 
his favourite mistress in quest of new adventures. 

But his plan could not be effected without the aid of 
some other person, and he was long doubtful whom he 
could trust in so delicate and important a matter. At last 
he fixed upoi^ one of the name of Tom Pretty, the son of 
a French refugee, whom he had formerly known at school, 
and with whose temper and dispositions he was thoroughly 
acquainted. He, accordingly, provided a key to the door 
of the place where the jewels were deposited, took care to 
have the window so broken and injured that it appeared to 
have suffered violence from without, and a ladder brought 
and laid at the foot of the window, and such noise made as 
might be heard by some of the servants., Stafford, always 
attentive to his duty and master's interest was the first to 
give the alarm ia the morning. The rest of the servants 
were called, they remembered to have heard the noise, they 
saw the ladder, and suspicion could rest upon none of them, 
far less upon the faithful Stafford. 

Tom Pretty was successful in disposing of the jewels at 
a good price, and received such a gratuity as was sufficient 
to retain him in the service of his new employer, who re* 
mained for some time in hfs station to prevent the shadow 
of guilt stiining the fair character whif^ he had so dexte- 
rously maintained. 

Fully convinced that he could always render the ladies 
subservient to the accomplishment of his plans, Stafford 
next directed his attack i^pon the virtue of a very handsome 
lady who had been two years married. To his no small 
mortification, however, he found that she estimated its value 
at the sum of one hundred guineas. When all his attempts 
to alter her first proposal were unsuccessful, his inventive 
mind devised the following scheme to effect his purpose. 
Being upon frieadly terms with the husband, and frequently 
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visiting in the family, he one day took an opportunity to 
borrow a hundred guineas, under the pretence that he stood in 
need of that sum to complete a 500/. purchase, in the mean 
time showing him 400/. which he had in reserve from the 
late sale of the jewels. He readily obtained his request, and, 
having arranged matters with the lady, he came, according 
to appointment, one day to her house, wheh several persons 
were at dinner and the husband absdnt. He immediately 
pulled out his purse, and addressed her, saying, *' I have 
borrowed one hundred guineas from your husband, and as 
he is not here, I will leave the money with you, and the 
parties here present will be witnesses to the payment.'' 
The good lady, unacquainted with the fact that he had 
borrowed that sum from her husband, only supposed that 
this was a dexterous manoeuvre to prevent suspicion, re- 
ceived the money with all good humour. It is unnecessary 
to relate the sequel of the adventure. 

A few days after, Stafford took an opportunity, when 
the husband was present, to inform him that, in the pre- 
sence of several guests at his table, he had repaid the hgn- 
dred guineas to his wife that he had lately borrowed from 
him. The lady changed colour, but could not deny the fact, 
and the husband was satisfied with the punctual repayment 
of his money. Nor was Stafford contented with the suc- 
' eess of his adventure, but took care to have the same whis- 
pered all over the neighbourhood. 

One day, when Stafford was on his way to his native 
country, with a design only to see his relations, and not to 
rob any one, as at that time he was flust of money, fortune 
threw in his way a considerable prize, which he could not 
refuse. At Maidenhead Thicket he overtook an old gentle- 
roan, whom, from his appearance, he immediately supposed 
to be what was then quaintly termed "one of the godly." 
He accosted the traveller in his usual polite manner, and, 
soon discovering the turn of the old gentleman to be that 
of a puritanical fanatjc, he so ordered his behaviour as to be 
in perfect harmony and accordance with his neighbour. 
The brethren were delighted with the good fortune which 
had thrown them together ; and the old gentleman in par- 
ticular expatiated upon the goodness of Providence in 
(lending him such a companion : " but," said he, " we must 
ascribe everything that befalls us to a wise Providence, and, 
for my part, I am always content with my lot, as being 
assured in myself that all things are for the best, and work 
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together for the good of the elect,'* of whom (as Staffocd 
soon discovered by his conversation,) he considered him- 
self one. Being arrived, however, at the thickest part of 
the forest, Stafford addressed him in his real character, 
Baying, that " as he was a man who could be content with 
anything, and considered everything as ordered for the best, 
he had no occasion for so much money as he carried with 
him; and, presenting a pistol to his breast, demanded his 
purse, and told him he would pray that a good supper and 
a warm bed might be waiting him at the next inn. H^ re- 
ceived the old gentleman's purse with forty guineas in it, 
and, after leading him into the middle of the thicket, tied 
him to a tree, and galloped off through by-ways into Buck- 
inghamshire. 

He was overtaken by darkness before he had gained the 
high road, but observing a light at some distance^ he rode 
up to it, and found it to proceed from a neat, comfortable 
country lodging. He knocked at the door, and said that, 
having lost his way, and being benighted, if he could be 
favoured with a lodging for the night, he would thankfully 
pay for it. The mistress of the. house had been expecting 
her husband from London ; and, thinking it was he, she 
came to the door, when, hearing his story, and believing 
him, as he appeared to be a gentleman, she ordered his 
horse to the stable, and invited him to partake of a com- 
fortable supper she had prepared for her husband, who 
seemed to have been detained longer than she expected. 
Stafford wondered at his good fortune, and resolved to 
make the best of this golden opportunity. But the vicious 
habits in which he had now become a proficient, had 
gained such an ascendancy over his natural disposition, 
that in this instance he was guilty of more than common 
felony : he, with very little gratitude for the favours he 
had received, tied the lady to her bed, and forced her to 
discover to him where he should find the money and plate 
belonging to her husband* Having secured abopt 300/. 
worth of booty he went to the stable, mounted his horse, 
and proceeded to London by the most private way he could 
find, to avoid detection. 

By success in his profession, Stafford amassed a con- 
siderable sum of money : in order, therefore, to avoid dis- 
covery, as he was now well known all over the country, 
he retired to a village in the north of England, and there 
lived in the most retired and frugal manner. The more to 
avoid suspicion, he assumed the appearance of sanctity, at- 
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tended the church and the private meetings ; and, exercising 
his talents, soon acquired great popularity as a speaker 
among the simple country people. After he h^ continued 
there about a year, the minister of the congrega^on dying, 
he, in a little time after, was called to the chai;ge, and with 
seeming reluctance commenced preacher, with the annual 
income of 40^. In this station, Stafibrd acquitted himself 
to the entire satisfaction of his congrt^tion, until his pre- 
dilection for the fair sex rendered it necessary for bim 
fiecr^ly to retire from that place. Upon his^ departure, 
however, he took care to carry off the plate and linen of 
the church, to a^considerable amount. 

The captain now assumed his proper character* About 
four miles from Reading he overtook s wealthy farmer, 
who wa9 returning from selling some wheat, entered into 
conversation with him, and, learning that he was possessed 
of a certain sum of money, he presented a pistol to his 
breast, threatening him with instant death unless he deli- 
vered up his^purse. The terrified fairm^r instantly com- 
plied, and gave Stafford 33/. But he had scarcely taken 
leave of the farmer, when two gentlemen, well mounted, 
came up to him, and being informed.of what had happened, 
rode after Stafford, and in the space of an hour overtook 
and dismounted him, seized the money, and carried him 
before a justice of the peace, who committed him to prison. 
At the ensuing assizes he was tried and condemned. 
During his confinement he lived in a sumptuous manner, 
was visited by many of his own profession, who formed a 
plan for hfs deliverance, and agreed to make him their 
leader. The matter, however, transpiring, the day of his 
execution was changed, and Stafford miserably disap- 
pointed. 

The captain was dressed in a fine light-coloured suit of 
<dotlies, with a nosegay in his breast, and appeared perfect- 
ly unconcerned. In passing a tavern, he called for a pint 
pf wine, and drank it off*, informing the landlord that he 
would pay him when he returned. • Arrived at the place of 
execution, he looked wistfully around, and endeavoured to 
prolong the time ; but when he saw none coming to his 
assistance, he became pale and trembled greatly. When 
about to be turned off", he presented the sheriff with a paper, 
containing a short statement of his adventures, and the 
causes which led him to embrace the mode of lifb which 
brought him to such a fatal end. ^ 
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THE GERMAN PRINCESS. 



Though this remarkable female character was denomi- 
nated a German Princess, for a reason which will be men- 
tioned in Uie course of her narrative, she was a native of 
Canterbury, and her father a chorister of that cathedraL 
From her sprightly and yolatile disposition, she at an early 
period took delight in reading the novels that were at that 
time fashionable, — such as Parisimus and Parismanus, Don 
Belianis of Greece, Amadis de Gaul, and Cassandra and 
Cleopatra ; and in a littte time really believed what she 
wished, even that she was a Princess. 

But in her marriage she lost sight of her exalted concept 
tions, and united her fortune with a journeyman shoemaker. 
She resided with him until she had two children, who both 
died in their infancy. The industrious shoemaker was 
unable to support her extravagance, so ih%t she at last left 
bim, to seek her fortune elsewhere. 

A woman of her figure, beauty, and address, was not 
long before shq procured another husband. She went to 
Dover, and married a surgeon of that place, but being ap- 
prehended apd tried at Maidstone for having two hiisbands 
by some dexterous man(Buvre she was acquitted. 

She presently after embarked for Holland, and travelled 
by land to Cologne, and having a considerable sum of mo- 
ney, took handsome lodgings at a house of entertainment, 
and cut a dashing figure. As it is customary for the gen- 
try in England to frequent Brighton during ^e season, so 
it was customary for those in Germany to frequent the 
Spa. Our heraine went thither, and was addressed by an 
M gentleman who had a good estate, in the vicinity. 
With the assistance of her landlady, she managed this afifair 
with great art. The old gentlemen presented her with 
several fine jewels, besides a gold chain and costly medal, 
which had been given him, for some gallant action under 
Count Tilly, against the valiant Gustavus Adolpbus of 
Sweden. He at length began to press matrimony with all 
the keenness of a young lover, and, unable to resist the 
siege any longer, she consented to mske. hiai happy in 
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Ihree days. Meanwhile, he supplied her with money in 
great profusion, and she was requested to pmpare what 
things she pleased for the wedding. The Pnicess now 
deemed it high time to be gone, and, to secure her retreal, 
acquainted her landlady with her design. Hayng already 
shared largely of the spoils that our adventurer had received 
from her old doting lover, the aged beldapae, in hopes of 
pillaging him a little more, encouraged and aided her flight. 
Our heroine requested her to go and provide her a seat in a 
carriage which took a different road from that of Cologne, 
as she did not wish that her lover should be able to trace 
her route. When our Princess found herself alone, she 
broke open a chest in which the good woman had deposited 
all her share of the spoil that she had received from our 
heroine, as well as her own money. Madame made free 
with all, and took her passage to Utretcht, from thence 
went to Amsterdam, sold her chains and some jewels, and 
theo passed into Rotterdam, from whence she speedily em-> 
barked for England. 

She landed at Billingsgate, one morning very early in 
the end of March 1663, and found no house open until she 
came to the exchange inn, where she attained to the dignity 
of a German Princess, in the following manner. In this 
inn, she got into . the company of some gentlemen, who, 
she perceived, were full of money, and these addressing her 
Id a rude manner she began to weep most bitterly, exclaim- 
ing that it was extremely hard for her to be reduced to this 
extreme distress, who was once a princess. Here she re- 
cited the story of her extraction and education, and mu^h 
about her pretended father, the Lord Henry Vanwolway, 
a Prince of the Empire, and independent of every man but 
his Imperial Majesty. " Certainly," said she, " any gen- 
tlemen here present, ma^" conceive what a painful situation , 
this must be tome to be thus reduced, brought up as I have 
been under the care of an indulgent father, and in all the ' 
Itt^curies of a court. But, alas ! what do I say ? — Indul- 
gent father ! was it not his cnielty which banished me, his 
only daughter, from his dominions, merely for marrying 
without his knowledge, a nobleman of the court whom J 
loved to excess ? Was it not my father who occasioned 
my dear lord and husbandjto be cut off in the^ bloom of his 
age, by falsely accusing him of a design against his person, 
—a deed which his virtuous soul abho.rred ?" Here she 
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pretended that the poignancy of her feelings would allow 
her to reta^ no more of her uhfortunate history. 

The whole company was touched with compassion at 
the melancholy tale, which she related with so much nn- 
affected simplicity, that they had not a doubt of its truth. 
Compassionating |ier unfortunate situation, they requested 
her acceptance of all the money they had about them, pro- 
mising to return again with more. They were as good as 
their promise, and she ever after went by the name of the 
unfortunate German Princess. 

The man who kept the inn, knowing that she was come 
from the Continent, and seeing that she had great riches 
about her, was disposed more than ever to believe the truth 
of her story. Nor was Madame backward to inforo^ him, 
that she had collected all she possessed from the benevolent 
contributions of neighbouring princes, who knew and pitied 
her misfortunes. " Nor durst any one of them," continued 
she, " let my father know what they had done, or where I 
am, for he was so much more powerful than any of them, 
that if he understood that any one favoured me, he would 
ipstantly make war upon them." 

King, the innkeeper, being convinced of her rank and 
fortune, John Carleton, his brother-in-law, no doubt receiv- 
ing proper information from King, becamed enamoured of 
the princess, and presumed to pay his addresses to her. 
She was highly displeased at first, but, from his importu- 
nity, was at last prevailed upon to descend from her sta- 
tion, and receive the hand of a common man. Poor Carleton 
thought himself the happiest of mortals,' in being thus so 
highly honoured by a union with such an accomplished and 
^miable Princess, possessed of an ample fortune, though 
far inferior to what she bad a right to expect from her no- 
ble birth. 

But, during this dream of pleasure, Mr. King received a 
letter, ipforming him, that the woman who resided at his 
house, and was married to his brother-in-law, was an im- 
postor, that she had already been married to two husbands, 
and had eloped with all the money she could lay her hands 
on : and that the writer said nothing but what could be 
proved by the most unquestionable evidence in a court of 
justice. The consequence was, that a prosecution was in- 
stituted against her for polygamy ; but from insufficient evi- 
dence she was acquitted. 

She was then introduced as an actress among the play- 



'gBE OBUUH VUNCBMI. ft 

en, and hy them supported for tome ttme. Upon the 
atrengfth of her popularity the house was often crowded, 
and the public curiosity was excited by a woman who 
had made such a figure in the world, and was receiving 
great applause in her dramatic capacity. She generally ap- 
peared in characters suited to her habits of life, and these 
fscenes which had been rendered familiar to her by former 
deception and intrigues^ But when tended chiefly to pro- 
mote her fame, was a play-called the *' German Princess,'* 
written principally up on her account, in which she spoke 
Ae following prologue in such a manner as gained universal 
^I^use. 

Pye passed one tritl, but it is my feieur 
I shall receive a rigid sentence here : 
You think me a b<ud cheat, but case 'twere so. 
Which of you are not ? Now you'd swesur, I luiow ; 
But do not, lest that you deserve to be 
Censured worse than you can censure me 5 
The world's a cheat, and we that move in it, 
In our^degrees do exercise our wit; 
And better 'tis to get a glorious name. 
However got, than live by common fame. 

The Princess had too n^uch mercury in her constitution 
I0 remain long within the bounds of a theatre, wh^n Lon- 
don itself was too limited for her volatile disposition. She 
did not, however leave the theatre until she had procured 
many admirers. Her history was well known, as well ae 
her accompUshments and her gallantry, and introduced her 
into company. She was easy of access, but in society 
canied herself with an affected air of indifference. 

There were two young beaux,- in particular, who had 
^more money in their pockets than wit in their heads ; and 
from the scarcity of that commodity in themselves, they 
the more admired her wit and humour. She encouraged 
their addresses until she had extracted about three humked 
pounds from each of them, and then observing their funds 
were nearly exhausted, discarded them both, saying, she 
was astonished at their impudence, in making love to a 
princess 1 

Her next lover was an old gentleman abont fifty, who 
saw her, and though he was acquainted with her history, 
nevertheless resolved to be at the exp^ise of some hun- 
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dreds a^year, provided »he would consent to live with him. 
To gain his purpose he sent her several rich presents » 
which, with seeming reluctance, she accepted. When they 
commenced living together as man and wife, she so accom- 
modated herself to his temper and disposition that he was 
constantly making her rich presents, which were always 
accepted with apparent reluctance, as laying her under so 
many obligations. In this manner they continued, until 
her doting lover one evening coming home intoxicated, ste 
thought it a proper opportunity to decamp. So soon as he 
was asleep, she rifled his pockets, and found his pocket- 
book, containing a bill for a hundred pounds, and some 
money. She also stripped him of his watch, and taking 
his keys, opened his coffers, and carried off everything 
that suited her purpose. She next went and presented the 
bill, and, as the acceptor knew her, received the money 
without hesitation. 

Having thus fleeced her old lover, our German Princess 
took up lodgings in a convenient place, under the character 
of a young lady with a thousand pounds, whose father was 
able to give her twice as much ; but disliking a person 
whom he had provided as a husband for her, she had left 
her father's house, and did not wish to be discovered by 
any of her friends. Madame now continued to have dif- 
ferent letters sent her from time to time, containing an ac- 
count of all the news concerning her father and lover. 
These were left carelessly about the room, and her landlady 
readin g them, became confirmed in the belief of her story. 

This woman had a rich nephew, a young ftian, who, 
having been introduced to her acquaintance, became ena- 
moured of her, and to gain her favour presented her with a 
gold watch, which she could hardly be prevailed upon to 
accept. Her lover already thought the door of paradise 
open to him, and their amour proceeded with all the mu- 
tual felicity that young lovers can expect or desire. But in 
this season of bliss, a porter knocked at the door with a 
letter. Her maid, as previously directed, brought the let- 
ter in to her, which she had no sooner read, than she ex- 
claimed, ** I am undone ! I am ruined !''— and pretended 
to swoon away. The scent bottle was employed, and her 
enraptured lover was all kindness and attention. When 
she was a little recovered, she presented the letter, saying, 
^ Sir, since yoa are at last acquainted with most of my 
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concerns, I shall not make a secret ofthis^; therefore, if 
yoa }dease, read Uiis letter and know the occasion of my 
affliction." The young gentleman received it, and read ^s 
follows : 

*' Dear Madam, 

'* I have several times taken my pen in my hand, on 
purpose to write you, and as often laid it aside again, for 
fear of giving you more trouble than you already labour 
under. , However, as the affair so immediately concerns 
yon, I cannot in justice hide what I tremble to . disclose, 
but must in duty tell you tlie worst of news, lyhatever may 
be t)>e consequence of my so doing, 

*• Know, then, that your affectionate and tender brother 
is dead. I am sensible how dear he was to you, and you 
to him, yet let me entreat you, for your own sake, to ac- 
quiesce in the will of providence, as much as possible, since 
our lives are all at his disposal who gave us being. I 
could use another argument to comfort you, that, with a 
sister less loving than you, would be of more weight than 
that I have ur^ed ; but I know your soul is above all mer- 
cenary views. I cannot, however, forbear to inform you, 
that he has left you all he had ; and, farther, that your 
father's estate of 200/. per annum, can devolve upon no 
other person than yourself, who are now his only child. 

«* What I am next to acquaint you with may, perhaps, 
be almost as bad as the former particular. Your hated 
lover has been so importunate with your father, especially 
since your brother's decease, that the old gentleman resolves, 
if ever he should, hear of you any more, to marry you to 
him, and he makes this the condition of your being again 
received into his favour, and having your former disobe- 
dience, as he calls it, forgiven. While your brother lived, 
he was every day endeavouring to soften the heart of your 
father, and we were only last week in hopes he would hav« 
consented to let you folhow your inclinations, if you would 
come home to him again ; but now there is no advocate in 
your cause who can work upon the man's peevish temper ; 
for he says, as you are now his sole heir, he ought to be 
more resolute in the disposal of you in marriage. 

" While I am now writing, I am surprised with an ao- 
count that your father and lover are preparing to come to 
London, where, they iay, they can find yon out. Whether 
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or not diis be onlj a device^ I eannot.lell, nor can I con- 
ceive wheie they eonld receive tiwir information, if k ^ 
trof . However^ to prevent the woral, consider whether 
or not you can cast off your old aversion, and submit to 
your father's commands ; for if you cannot, it will be most 
advisable in my opinion to change your residence. I have 
no more to say in the affair, being unwilling to direct yon 
in juch a very nice circumstanoe. The temper of yea 
own mind will be the best instructor you can apply to ; 
for your future happiness or misery dnnnff life depends oa 
your clftoice. I hope that everything wiu turn K>ot for the 
best. 

" From your sincere friend, S. E.** 

Her lover saw thai she bad good reason lo be afflicled, 
and, whilst he seemed to feel for her, he was no less con* 
cemed about his own interest. He advised her immedi- 
ately to leave her lodgings, and added that he had very 
elegant apartments which were at her service* She ac- 
cepted his offer; and, with her maid, who was informed of 
her intentions, and prepared to assist her, immediately set 
out for the residence of her lover. When introduced to 
their new apartment, these ladies did not go to bed, as they 
had resolved to depart next morning, but lay down to rest 
themselves with their ckAhes on. When the house was 
all quiet, they broke open the lover's desk, took out a bag 
with a hundred pounds^ two suits of dothes, and every- 
thing valuable that they could carry along with them. 

Her numerous and varied adventures would far exceed 
the limits appropriated to one life in these volumes. It is 
sufficient to observe, that rather than her hands should be 
unemployed, or her avaricious disposition unsatisfied, she 
would carry off the most trifling article ; that, according to 
the proverb, all was fish ths^ came into her net ; and that 
when a watch, a diamond, or piece of plate could not be 
fonod, a napkin, a pair of sheets, or any article of wemng 
apparel, would suffice. 

One day she, along with her pretended maid, went into 
a mercer's shop in Cheapside, and pupchased a piece of 
silk to the value of six pounds. She pulled out her purse 
to pay the draper, but to her surprise- found that she had 
no money except some large pieces of gold, for which she 
Imd so high an esteem, that she cotild not think of parting 
with them. The polite draper, on his part, could not think 
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of hurting the feelings of a lady so elegantly dressed, and, 
accordingly, despatched one of his shopkeepers along with 
her to receive his money. Arrived at the Royal Exchange, 
Madame ordered the coachman to stop, when, upon pre- 
tence of purchasing some ribands that would ^it the silks, 
her maid carried out the parcel, and went along with her, 
leaving the shopman in the coach to wait their return. The 
young man waited in the coach until he was impatient and 
ashamed, and then returned home to relate his misfortunes, 
and the loss of his master. 

. Upon another occasion Madame waited upon a French 
weaver in Spitalfields, and purchased goods to the amount 
of forty pounds. He went home with her to carry the 
parcel and to receive his money. She desired him to make 
out a bill for the whole of the goods, as one half belonged 
to a lady in the next room. Wkh all the ceremony natural 
to a Frenchman, he sat down to write bis account, while 
she took the silk into the adjacent room to show it to her 
niece, to whom the one half belonged. By means of a 
bottle of wine which Madame had placed before the French 
weaver, half an hour passed over without much uneasiness. 
At length, his patience was exhausted, and, having called 
up the people of the house, he inquired for the lady who 
came in with him, and who told him she was only gone 
into the next room. To the utter confusion and disap- 
pointment of poor Monsieur,. he was informed that his lady 
was gone, and would, they believed, return no more to 
that dwelling. To calm his rage, and to convince him 
that they were not confederates in her villany, they con- 
veyed him to the next room, and showed him, that the 
proper entry to her apartment was by a back stair ; adding, 
that she had only taken their room for a month, for which 
she had paid them, and that her time being expired, they 
knew not whither she had gone. 

Determined to collect her contributions from household- 
ers instead of travellers, she next took lodgings from a 
tailor. As it was natural for a generous, good-hearted lady 
to promote the prosperity of the family where she resided, 
Madame employed the tailor to make the goods she had 
procured from the mercer and the weaver. Convinced that 
he had got an excellent job, as well as a rich lodger, the 
tailor, with mirth and song, sat down to make Madame's 
dresses. As she acquainted him that upon a specified day 
she was to have a large party, the tailor called in all his 
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joarneymen to his aid, and had the whole finished by thai 
time. Meanwhile, the Princess gave her landlady a guinea 
to purchase what things she deemed necessary, promising 
to pay her the remainder the following day. The day ar« 
rived, the guests appeared, an elegant entertainment was 
served up, and plenty of wine drunk. None were without 
their due portion. The tailor had plied his glass so plenti- 
fully, that his wilb had to lend him her assistance to his 
bed-chamber. This answered the design of our Princess. 
She and ^1 her company departed one by one, carrying 
away, each a silver tankard, or a saltcellar, or a knife, or 
a fork, while the maid carried off all the clothes that were 
not upon their backs. The moment they reached the street, 
the maid was placed in a coach with the booty, and th 
rest of the company took different directions, none of them 
being, discovered. Thus a merry night brought a sorrow- 
ful morning to the poor industrious tailor. 

Madame being attacked with a fit of mourning, sent her 
confidential maid to a shop in the New Exchange, where 
she had purchased a few articles the previous day. The 
woman of the shop, with all possible expedition, selected 
the best specimens of her goods, and hastened to the lodg- 
ings. Madame was so 'very much indisposed when H^ 
milliner arrived, that she could not look at the things, and 
desired her to return after dinner, when she doubted not 
but they would agree as to the price. The obliging mil- 
liner was satisfied, and requested liberty to leave her goods 
until she returned, a request which was readily granted. 
At the hour appointed she returned, and inquired if the lady 
up stairs were at home. To her great mortification she was 
informed that she was gon^ they could not tell where, and that 
she did not intend to return. But before her departure she had 
conveyed away the valuable part of her effects. Thus 
both her landlady and the milliner were left to regret her 
absenciB, and to reflect upon their own easy creduUty and 
loss. 

But the adventures of our ingenious Princess increase in 
magnitude as they multiply in number. Being arrayed in 
her sable robes, and having taken lodgings in Holbom, she 
sent for a barrister of Gray's Inn, and informed him, that 
by the death of her father, she was sole heir to his fortune, 
but that she was married to an extravagant husband, who 
was resolved to secure her property to herself. Here she 
poured forth a torrent of tears and the most grievous lamen- 
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tations, the more to interest the yoang barrister in her 
favour. But while the lawyer was squaring his features to the 
occasion, and talking of the matter in a learned and eloquent 
ittrain, a woman ran up stairs, crying, ** O, Madam, we 
are all undone ! for my master is below ; he has been asking 
after you, and swears that he will come up to your chamber* 
I am afraid the people of the house will not be able to 
hinder him, he appears so resolute." — ^*' O heavens!" 
exclaimed madam, *• What shall I do?"^-" Why?" cried 
the lawyer. •• Why!" quoth she, " 1 mean how shall I 
dispose of you ? Dear me, what excuse shall I make for 
your being here? 1 dare not tell him your quality and 
buisiness, for that would endanger all ; and, on the other 
side, he is extremely jealous. Therefore, good sir, step into 
that closet until I can send him away." Surprised, and at a 
loss what to do, the lawyer complied. The closet being 
locked, and curtains of the bed drawn, she opened the door 
to her husband, who was loudly demanding admittance. 

The moment he entered, he gave his spouse the most 
opprobious language. ** O, mistress abandoned! I understand 
, you have a man in the room : a pretty companion for a 
^ poor innocent woman, truly !— one who is always com- 
plaining how hardly I use her. Where is the villain ? I shall 
sacrifice him this moment. Is this your modesty, madam ? 
this your virtue ? Let me see your gallant immediately, or, 
by the light! you shall be the first victim, yourself.*' Say- 
ing this, he made to the closet door, and burst it open like a 
fiiry. The young lawyer was discovered with shame, 
though innocent, and trembling in every limb. The hus- 
band'a sword was unsheathed, and death was before the 
barrister's eyes. But Madame, interposing, seemed de- 
termined rather to die herself than to suffer the blood of 
an innocent man to stain her chamber. A companion of the 
husband also fortunately came to her assistance, and seizing 
the arm of the infuriated man, struggled to wrest the sword 
from his hand. 

The discernment of the lawyer soon discovered the de- 
ception, and, to exculpate and relieve himself, he candidly 
related the whole matter, and the reason for which he was 
introduced into^ that place. But all was in vain. The in- 
jured and enraged husband in^sted that this was only a 
jfeigned narrative to cover his villany, and nothing but his 
blood, or an adequate remuneration, would assuage his fury. 
The cause was at last referred to the ar^i^^^^.^^^'^^^^P^ 
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1 tranger, who had interfered, and aided Madame in protect- 
ing the young lawyer. Five hundred pounds were pro- 
posed as a proper recompense ; but that was far beyond 
the power of the lawyer to command. It was with no 
small difficulty agreed that he should give a hundred 
pounds, rather than be found exposed to the consequences 
of detection, in a situation where he was unable to vindi- 
cate his innocence. He sent a note to a friend for that 
sum, the confederates being careful to examine it before it 
was transmitted, lest it should be for a constable, instead 
of a hundred pounds. Upon the payment of that sum, the 
lawyer was liberated, and went off with the bitter reflection, 
that, instead of receiving a good fee for writing a^ deed of 
settlement, he had paid a hundred pounds for a few mi* 
nutes' lodging in a closets but, consoling himself with the 
hopes of seeing this amiable widow speedily exalted. Jo_ 
merited honour. 

The good wishes of the lawyer were in a very few 
years verified in her history. Not long after this, Madame 
was apprehended, accused of stealing a silver tankard at 
Covent Garden, and sent to Newgate. At the next ses- 
sions she waa tried, and transported to Jamaica ; where, 
however, she only remained two years, when she returned 
to England, and appeared in the character of a great heiress. 
The result of this artifice was, that she was speedily mar- 
ried to a rich ajSothecary, whom she soon robbed of above 
three hundred pounds, and then left him to resolve the 
question, whether the loss of his money or the loss of his 
wife was the greatest misfortune. Madame went next to 
lodge in a house where the landlady, a watchmaker, her- 
self, and her faithful maid, composed the whole family. 
Having established her character for sobriety and probity, 
she invited her landlady and the watchmaker to the play, 
and treated them with tickets. They accepted the invita- 
tion, and the maid remained at home, sole guardian of the 
garrison. But during their absence, she broke open the 
locks, extracted about two hundred pounds, and made free 
with about thirty watches ; so that her spoil amounted in 
all to six hundred pounds, which she carried to the ap- 
pointed place of rendezvous. Meanwhilct Madame, not 
satisfied with treating the watchmaker and her good land- 
lady with tickets to the play, after it was over, took them 
to a tavern to treat them to a small collation, where she 
embraced an opportunity to decamp. CoooIp 



THE GSRI^AN PRINCI88. 89 

It happenecl that one Mr. Freeman, a brewer, had been 
robbed of 200/. and that an officer had been sent to search 
every suspected place for the thieves. One Lancaster was 
the person upon whom suspicion chiefly rested, and, while 
searching a house for him, they discovered Madame walk- 
ing in a night-gown. The thief-catcher entered her room, 
and, seeing two letters upon the table, he began to examine 
their contents. Madame was highly displeased with his 
impertinent freedom, and, in the course of the dispute which 
ensued, he had occasion to examine the features of her 
countenance, and recognizing her ladyship, took both her 
and her letters along with him. 

When removed to the Old Bailey, she was interrogated, 
whether she was the woman who usually went by the 
name of Mary Carleton. She answered, " Yes." The 
court then demanded the reason of her return from banish- 
ment before the specified time. She made many trifling 
excuses, which detained the court for a few days ; but find^ 
fng these excuses would not answer her purpose, she 
pleaded pregnancy. A jury of matrons was then appoint- 
ed to examine her, who gave a verdict against her, and she 
was sentenced to suffer in conformity with her previous 
sentence. 

In prison she was visited by many, out of curiosity to 
see the behaviour of such a remarkable character in con- 
finement and under sentence of death ; and several clergy- 
men attended her to conduct her devotions, and to direct 
her in her calamitous situation. She confessed herself to 
be a Romati Catholic, and sincerely bewailed her criminal 
conduct, frequently wishing that she could again renew 
lier life, in order to spend it in a more exemplary and 
virtuous manner. 

On the day of her execution, she appeared more cheer- 
ful and gay than usual, and, placing the picture of her 
husband upon her arm, she went to Tyburn with it. She 
appeared devout, and, when she heard St. Sepulchre's bell 
begin to toll, uttered several pious ejaculations. To a 
friend, who rode in the cart with her to the place of exe- 
cution, she delivered two Roman Catholic books ; and, ad- 
dressing the multitude, owned that she had been a very 
vain woman, and hoped that her fate would deter others 
from the samo evil ways ; and that, though the world had 
condemned her, she had much to say for herself. Then, 
praying God to forgive her as she diid her most inveterate 
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enemies, she was in a few minutes bunched into eternity. 
She was executed in the year 1672, in the thirty-eighUi 
year of her age, and in the same month of the year in 
which she was born. 



CLAUDE DU VALL. 

It might very naturally be objected to us by some, thai 
we should introduce into our work the life of any high- 
wayman, however celebrated, whose fortune it was to have 
been bom in France ; but, without insisting upon the cele- 
brity of the person whose life we are about to narrate, it 
will be sufficient to inform the objecting reader, that many 
of the adventures achieved by Claude du Vail were per- 
formed in this country, and that he is accordingly, to all in- 
tents and purposes, although a Frenchman by birth, an 
English highwayman. 

This noted person was bom at Domfront, in Normandy.* 

• We find, by reference to an old life of Dq Vall, pubUshed in 
1670^ that Domfront was a place by no means unlikely to have 
produced our adventurer. Indeed, it appears that common ho- 
nesty was a most uncommon ingredient m the moral economy of 
the place, as the following curious extract from the work in (]^es- 
tion will abundantly testify: — 

** In the days of Charles IX, the curate of Domfront, (for so the 
French name him whom we call parson, and vicar,) out of his 
own head began a strange innovation and oppression in that parish; 
that is, he absolutely denied to baptize any of their children, if 
they would not, at the same time, pay him his funeral fees: and 
what was worse, he would give them no reason for this alteration, 
but only promised to enter bond for himself and successors, 
that hereafter, all persons paying so at their christening should be 
buried ^aiis. What think ye the poor people did in this case ? 
They did not pull his surplice over his ears, nor tear his mass- 
book, nor throw crickets at his head: no, they humbly desired him 
to alter his resolutions, and amicably reasoned "with him; but he, 
being a capricious fellow, gave them no other answer, but * What 
I have done, I have done; take your remedy where you can find 
it; it is not for men of my coat to g^ve an account of my actions 
to the liuty ;' which was a surly and quarrelsome answer, and unbe- 
fitting a priest. Yet this did not provoke his parishioners to speak 
one m word against hb person or function, or to do any illegal 
act Th^ only took the regular way of complaiiiing of hun to his 
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His father was a miller, and his mother was descended 
from a worshipful race of tailors. He Was brought up in 
the Catholic faith, and received an education suited to the 
profession for which he was intended, — ^namely, that ot a 
footman. But, although his father was careful to train up 
his son in the religion of his ancestors, he was himself ut- 
terly without religion. He talked more of good cheer than 
of the church ; of sumptuous feasts than of ardent faith ; of 
good wine than of good works. 

Du Vall's parents were exempted from the trouble and 
expense of rearing their son at the age of thirteen. We 
first find him at Rouen, the principal city of Normandy, in 
the character of a stable-boy. Here he fortunately found 
retour horses going to Paris : upon one of these he was 
permitted to ride, on condition of assisting to dress them at 
night. His expenses were likewise defrayed by some 
English travellers whom he met upon the road. 

Arrived at Paris, he continued at the same inn where 
the Englishmen put up, and, by running messages, or per- 

ordinary, the Archbishop of Rouen. Upon summons, he appears: 
the Archbishop tak^ him up roundly, tells him he deserves depri- 
vation, if that can be proved which is objected against him, and 
asked him, what he had to say for himself? After his due reve- 
rence, he answers, that he acknowledges the fact, to save the time 
of examining witnesses; but desires his grace to hear hisVeasons, and 
then do unto him as he shall see cause. ' I have,' says he, ' been 
curate of this parish seven } ears ; in that time I have, one year 
with another, baptized a hundred children, and buried not one. 
At first I rejoiced at my good fortune to be placed in so good an 
sur; but, looking into the register-book, I found, for a hundred 
years back, near the same number yearly baptized, and no one 
above five years old* buried; and which did more amaze me, I find 
the number of communicants to be no greater now than they were 
then, . This seemed to me a great mystenr; but, uppn farther in- 
quiry, I found out the true cause of it; for all that were bom at 
Domfi'ont were hanged at Rouen. I did this to keep my parish- 
ioners from hanging) encouraging them to die at home, tfe burial 
duties being already paid.' 

**The Archbishop demanded of the parishioners, whether this 
was true or not? They answered, that too many of them came 
to that unlucky end at Rouen. * Well, then,* says he, * I approve 
of what the curate has done, and will cause my secretary, in per- 
petufim rei memoriam, to make an act of it;* which act the curate 
carried home with him, and the parish cheerfully submitted to it, 
and have found much good by it; for within less than twenty yeara» 
there diedjtfieen of natural deaths^ and now there die three or 
four yearly.*' 
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fonning the meanest offices, subsisted for a while. He 
continued in this humble station until the restoration of 
Charles II., when multitudes from the Continent resorted 
toEnglanc^ In the character of a footman to a person of 
quality, Du Vail also repaired to this country. The uni- 
versal joy which seized the nation upon that happy event 
contaminated the morals of all : riot, dissipation, and every 
species of profligacy abounded. The young and sprightly 
French footman entered keenly into these amusements. 
His funds, however, being soon exhausted, he deemed it 
no great crime for a Frenchman to exact contributions from 
the English. In a short time, he became so dexterous in 
his new employment, that he had the honour of being first 
named in an advertisement issued for the apprehending of 
somie notorious robbers. 

One day, Du Vail and some others espied a knight and 
his lady travelling along in their coach. Seeing themselves 
in danger of being attacked, the lady resorted to a flageolet, 
and commenced playing, which she did very dexterously. 
Du Vail taking the hint, pulled one out of his pocket, began 
to play, and in this posture approached the coach. ** Sir," 
said he to the knight, '* your lady performs excellently, and 
I make no doubt she dances well ; will you step out of the 
coach, and let us have the honour to dance a courant with 
her upon the heath ?" " I dare not deny anything, sir,'* 
replied the knight readily, " to a gentleman of your quality 
and good behaviour ; you seem a man of generosity, and 
your request is perfectly reasonable.'* Immediately the 
footman opened the door, and the knight came out. Da 
Vail leaped lightly ofl" his horse, and handed the lady down. 
It was surprising to see how gracefully he moved upon the 
grass : scarcely a dancing-master in London but would have 
been proud to have shown such agility in a pair of pumps, 
as Du Vail evinced in a pair of French riding-boots. As 
soon as the dance was over, he handed the lady to the 
coach, but just as the knight was stepping in, " Sir," said 
he, ".you forget to pay the music." His worship re- 
plied, that he never forgot such things, and instantly put his 
hand under the seat of the coach, pulled out 100/. in a bag, 
which he delivered to Du Vail, who received it with a v^ry 
good grace, and courteously answered, " Sir, yoU/are libe- 
ral, and shall have no cause to regret your generosity ; thif 
100/., given so handsomely, is better than ten times the 
sum taken by force. Your noble behaviour has excused 
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you the other 300/. which you have in the coach with 
you." After this, he gave him his word that he might 
pass undisturbed, if he met any other of his crew, and then 
wished them a good journey. 

At another time, Du Yali and some of his associates met 
a coach upon Blackheath, full of ladies j and a child with 
them. One of the gang rode up to the coach, and in a 
rude manner. robbpd the ladies of their watches and rings, 
and even siezed a silver sucking-bottle of the child's The 
infant cried bitterly for its bottle, and the ladies earnestly 
entreated he would only return that article to the child, 
which he barbarously refused. Du Vail went forward to 
discover what detained his accomplice, and, the ladies re- 
newing their entreaties to him, he instantly threatened to 
shoot his companion, unless he returned that article, saying, 
*• Sirrah, can't you behave like a gentleman, and raise a 
contribution without stripping people ; but, perhaps, you 
had some occasion for the sucking-bottle, for, by your ac- 
tions, one would imagine you were hardly weaned.*' This 
smart reproof had the desired effect, and Du Vail, in a 
courteous manfier, took his leave of the ladies. 

One day.Du Vail met Roper, master of the hounds to 
Charles II., who was hunting in Windsor Forest ; and, 
taking the advantage of a thicket, demanded his money, or 
he would instantly take his life. Roper, without hesitation, 
gave him his purse, containing at least fifty guineas : in re- 
turn for which, Du Vail bound him neck and heel, tied his 
horse to a tree beside him, and rode across the country. 

It was a considerable time before th^ hunstmen discover- 
ed their master. The squire, being at length released, 
made all possible haste to Windsor, unwilling to venture 
himself into any more thickets for that day, whatever 
might be the fortune of the hunt. Entering the town, he 
was aecosted by Sir Stephen Fox, who inquired if he had 
any sport. •* Sport !^' replied Roper, in a great passion, 
•* yes, sir, I have had sport enough from a villain who made 
me pay full dear for it ; he bound me neck and heels con- 
trary to my desire, and then took fifty guineas from me to 
pay him for his labour, which I had much rather he had 
omitted." 

England now became too contracted a sphere for the tal- 
ents of our adventurer ; and, in consequence of a proclamation 
issued for his detection, and his notoriety in the kingdom, 
Du Vail retired to his native country. At Paris he lived^ jg 
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in very extravagant style, and carried on war with rich 
travellers and fair ladies, and proudly boasted that he was 
equally successful with both ; but his warfare with the lat^ 
ter was infinitely more agreeable, though much less pro- 
fitable, than with the former. 

There is one adventure of Dq Vail at Paris, which we 
■hall lay before our readers. There was in that city a 
learned Jesuit, confessor to the French King, who had 
rendered himself eminent, both by politics and his avarice. 
His thirst for money was insatiable, and increased with 
his riches. Du Vail devised the following plan to obtain a 
share of the immense wealth of this pions father. 

To facilitate his admittance into the Jesuit's company, 
he addressed himself as a scholar, and, waiting a favour- 
able opportunity, went up to him very confidently, and ad- 
dressed him as follows : *' May it please your reverence, I 
am a poor scholar, who have been several years .travelling 
over strange countries, to learn experience in the sciences, 
principally to serve mine own country, for whose advan- 
tage I am determined to apply my knowledge, if I may be 
favoured with the patronage of a man so eminent as your- 
self." " And what may this knowledge of yours be ?" re- 
plied the father, very much pleased. " If you will com- 
municate anything to me that may be beneficial to France, 
I assure you, no proper encouragement shall be wanting on 
my side." Du Vail, upon this, growing bolder, proceeded : 
•' Sir, I have spent most of my time in the study of alohy- 
my, or the transmutation of metals, and have profited so 
much at Rome and Venice, from great men learned in that 
science, that I can change several metals into gold, by the 
help of a philosophical powder which I can prepare very 
speedily." 

The father confessor was more elated with this comniu- 
nication than all the discoveries he had obtained in the way 
of his profession, and his knowledge even of his royal peni- 
tent's most private secrets gave him less delight than the * 
prospect of immense riches which now burst upon his ava- 
ricious mind. "Friend," said he, "such a thing as this 
will be serviceable to the whole state, and'particularly grateful 
to the king, who, as his afiairs go at present, stands in great 
need of such a curious invention. But you must let me 
see some proof of your skill, before I credit what you say, 
so far as to communicate it to his majesty, who will suffi- 
ciently reward you, if what you promise be demontrated. 
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Upon this, the confessor conducted Du Vail to his house, 
and furnished him with money to erect a laboratory, and 
to purchase such other materials as were requisite, in or* 
der to proceed in this invaluable operation, charging him 
to keep the secret from every living soul. Utensils beii^ 
fixed, and everything in readiness, the Jesuit came to Wit- 
ness the woncl^rful operation. Du Vail took several metalf 
and minerals of the basest sort, and put them in a crucible, 
his reverence viewing every one as he put them in. Our 
alchymist had prepared a hollow tube, intQ which he con- 
veyed several sprigs of real gold ; with this seeming stick 
he stirred the operatign, which, with its heat, melted the 
gold, and the tube at the same time, so that it sank imper- 
ceptibly into the vessel. When the excessive fire had con- 
sumed all the different materials which he had put in, the 
gold remained pure, to the quantiy of an ounce and a half» 
This the Jesuit ordered to be examined, and, ascertaining 
that it was actually pure gold, he became devoted to Du 
Vail, and, blinded with the prospect of future advantage, 
credited everything our imposter said, furnished him with 
whatever he demanded, in hopes of being made master of thie 
extraordinary secret. Thus were our alchymist «nd Jesuit, 
according to the old saying, as *^ great as two pick-pockets.** 
Do Vail was a professed robber ; and what is a court fa- 
vourite but a picker of the people's pockets ? So that it 
was two sharpers endeavouring to outsharp one another. 
The confessor was as candid as Du Vail could wish ; he 
«howed him all his treasures, and several rich jewels which 
he had received from the king : hoping, by these obliga- 
tions, to incline him to discover his wonderful secrets with 
more alacrity. In short, he became so importunate, that Da 
Vail was apprehensive of too minute an inquiry, if he de- 
nied the request any longer : he therefore appointed a day 
when the whole was to be disclosed. In the mean time, 
he took an opportunity of stealing into the chamber where 
the riches were deposited, and where his reverence generally 
elept after dinner : finding him in deep repose, he gently 
botind him, then took his keys, and unhoarded as much of 
his wealth as he could carry off unsuspected ; after which, 
he quickly took leave of him and France. 

It is uncertain how long Du Vail continued his depreda- 
tions after his return to England; but we are informed, 
that in a fit of intoxication, he was detected at the Hole-in- 
the-Wall, in Chandos-street, committed to Newgate, cc^^ 
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victed, condemned, and ezecated at Tyburn, in the twenty-^ 
seventh year of his age, on the first of January 1669 : and 
so much had his gallantries and handsome figure rendered 
him the favourite of the fair sex, that many a bright eye 
was dimmed at his funeral ; his corpse was bedfeweil with 
the tears of beauty, and his actions and death were cele* 
brated by the immortal author of the inimitable Hudibras. 
He was buried with many flambeaux, amidst a numerous 
train of mourners, (most of them ladies,) in the middle aisle 
of the church in Convent Garden. 



CAPTAIN DUDLEY. 

Captain Dudley was bom at Swepston in Leicester- 
shire. His father once possessed a considerable estate, 
but through extravagance lost the whole except about sixty 
pounds per annum. In these reduced circumstances he 
went to London, intending to live in obscurity, correspond- 
ing to the state of his finances. 

Richard his son had a promising genius, and received a 
liberal education at St. PauPs school. But a naturally 
vicious disposition baffled all restraints. When only nine 
years old he showed his covetous disposition, by robbing 
his sister of thirty shillings, and absconding with it. In a 
few days, however, he was found, brought homeland sent 
to school, where his vicious propensities were only 
strengthened by Indulgence. Impatient of the confinement 
of a school, he next robbed his father of a considerable 
sum of money, and absconded. His father, however, dis- 
covered his retreat, anfjl found him a little way from town 
in the company of two loose women. 

Despairing of his settling at home, his father sent him 
on board a man-of-war, in which he sailed up the straits, 
and behaved gallantly in several actions. Upon his arrival 
in England, he left the ship, under the pretence that a 
younger officer had been preferred before him, upon the 
death pf one of the lieutenants. In a short time he joined 
a band of thieves, assisted them in robbing the country- 
house of Admiral Carter, and escaped detection. Having 
at length commenced robber, the first remarkable robbery 
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in tirhtchlie was eiigaged, was that of breaking into the 
house of a lady of Blackheath, and carrying off a large 
quantity of piste. 

He and his associates were successful in selling the 
plate lo a rtfinf r ; but in a short time he was apprehended 
for the robbery, and committed to Newgate. While there, 
he sent fot the refiner, and severely reproached him in the 
i&41owing manner : *' Ft is," said he, ** a hard thing to find 
an honest man and a fair dealer: for, you cursed rogue, 
among the plate you bought, there was a cup with a corer, 
which you told us was but silver gilt, buying it at the 
same price with the rest ; but it plainly appeared, by the 
advertiseioent in the gazette, that it was a gold cup and 
cover ; I see you are a rogue, and that there is no trusting 
any body." Dudley was tried, convicted for this robbery, 
and sentenced to death : but his youth, and the interest 6f 
bis friends, procured him a royal pardon. 

For two years he conducted himself to the satisfaction 
of his father, so that he purchased for him a commission in 
the army. In that situation he also acquitted himself ho- 
nourably, and married a young lady of a respectable family, 
wlUi whom he received an estate of a hundred and forty 
pounds a-year. This, with his commission, enabled him 
to live in a genteel manner. Delighting, however, in com- 
pany, and having become security for one of his compan- 
ions for a debt, and that person being arrested for it, one 
of the bailiffs was killed in the scuffle, and Dudley was 
suspected of being the murderer. 

What strengthened this suspicion was, that Dudley was 
the avowed enemy of all that class of society. He deemed 
a bailiff in England, or what is known in Scotland by the 
name of messenger, as one who is determined to strip 
eveify person who comes under his power of all he pos- 
sibly can.* 

But, leaving the statements of Dudley concerning these 
men, let us return to the relaition of his actions. Having 
banished every virtuous feeling, being more inclined to live 
upon th^ ruins of his country than the fruits of industry, 
and more disposed to fight than to work, he abandoned his 
own house, and joined a band of robbers. Dudley soon 
became so expert a robber, that there was scarcely any 
robbery committed but he acted a principal part in it. 
Pleased with this easy way of obtaining money, and of 
supporting an extravagant expense, he also prev^ed up<^^ 
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Will, his brother, to join him in his employment It hap- 
pened, however, that Will had not been long in his new 
occupation, when the captain was appreheimd for robbing 
a gentleman ef a watoh, a sword, a whip, and nine shil- 
lings. Bnt, fortunately for him, the evident^ was d ActiTe, 
and he escaped death a second time. 

Now hardened in vice, he immediately recanrod to his 
old tirade. He robbed on the highway, broke into hootfeft, 
picked pockets, or performed any act of violence or cun- 
ning by whkh he could procure money. Fortune favoured 
Mm long, and he went on mth impunity, but was at last 
apprehended for robbing Sir John Friend's house. Upon 
trial the evid^ce was (kmsive, and he receive^ senteoee 
of death. His friends again interposed, and through their 
influence his sentence was changed for that of banishment. 
Accordingly, he and several other convicts were put on board 
a ship bound for Barbadoes. But they had scarcely reached 
the Isle of Wight, when he excited his companions to a 
oonspiraey, and, having concerted their measures whfle the 
ship^s company were under' hatches, they went off wi^ 
the long boat. 

No sooner had he reached the shore than he abandoned 
hfs companionsi and Ravelled through woods and by^palfas. 
Being in a very mean dress, he b^ged when he hed no 
opportunity to steal. Arriving, however at Hounslow- 
heath, he met wifth a farmer, robbed him, seized his horse, 
and, having mounted, set forward in quest of new spoifo. 
This was a fortunate day, for Dudley had not proceeded 
far on the heath when a gentleman well dressed, and better 
mounted than the farmer, made his appearam». He was 
commanded to halt and to surrender. Dudley led him 
aside into a reined thicket, exchanged clothes and horse, 
rifled his pockets, then addressed him, saying, ^* That he 
ought never to accuse him of robbing him, for according 
to the old proverb, exchange was no robbery ;" so bidding 
him good day, he marched off for London. Arrived there, 
he went in search of his old associates, who were glad to 
see their friend ; and who, in coQsequetiee of hie fortunate 
adventures and high reputation among fliem, conferred 
upon him the title of captain, all agreeing to be subject to 
his commands. Thus, at the head of such an experienced 
smd desperate band, no part of the country was secure 
from rapine, nor any house sufficiently strong to keep him 
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out . The nAtasal consequences were, that be soon becaue 
known and dreaded all over ihQ country. 

To avoid eipture, and to prevent aU inqnirtes, he paid 
a visit to the north of England, and,4)eing one day in search 
oi plimder, he robbed if Dutch colonel of his horse, afpis, 
and fiiie laced coat. Thus equipped, he committed several 
other robberies. At length, however, he laid aside the colo- 
nel's habit, only using his horse, which soon became dex* 
terous at his new employment. But one day meeting a 
gentleman near Epsom, the latter resisted the captain's de- 
mands, and discharged his pistol at Dudley. In the com- 
bat, however, he was victorious, wounded* the gentleman 
in the lej^ and, having stripped him of his money, convey- 
ed him to the next village, that he might receive medical 
assistance, and then rode off in search of new adventures. 
The captain and his men were very successful in this quar- 
ter. No stage, nor coach, nor passenger, of which they 
had intelligence^ could escape their depredations, and 
scarcdy a day passed without the commissiouv of some 
notorious robbery. 

Captain Dudley and his men went on in a continued 
course of. good fortune, acquiring much wealth, but amass*- 
ing lit^, as their extravagance was equal to their gains. 
On one ill-fated day, however, having attacked and robbed 
the Southampton coach, they were keenly pursued, and se- 
-veral of them taken, but Dudley escaped, Deprived of 
the chief part of his own forces, he now attached himself 
to some housebreakers, and with them coiginued to com- 
- mit many robberies ; in particular, with three others, he 
entered the house of an cdd woman in Spitalfields, gagged 
her, bound her to a chair, and rifled the house of a consi- 
derable sum of money, which the good woman had been 
long scraping together. Hearing the money clink that was 
going to be taken from her, she struggled in her chair, fell 
down upon her face, and was stifled to death, while the 
captain and his companions went oflf with impunity. But 
when the old woman came to be interred, a grandson of 
hers, who had been one of the robbers, when about to be 
fitted with a pair of mourning gloves, changed countenance, 
was strongly agitated, and began to tremble. He was sus- 
pected, charged with the murder, confessed the crime, and 
inforniing upon the rest, two of' them were taken, tried, 
and condemned, and the three hanged in chains. 
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Yet, though Dudley's name was published as accessory 
to the murder, he long escaped detection. At length, how- 
ever, he was apprehended, and charged with several rob- 
beries, of which he, by detterons management, evaded the 
deseed punishment. He was alfllb called to stand trial 
for the murder of the old woman ; but the principal evidence^ 
upon whose testimony the other -three were chiefly con- 
demned, being absent, he escaped suffering for that crime. 
The dexterous manner in which he managed that trial, the 
witnesses whom he had suborned, and the manner in 
which he maintained his innocence before the jury, were 
often the cause of his boast and amusement. 

The profligate Dudley was no sooner relieved from 
prison than he hastened to join his old companions in 
Ticc. Exulting to see their captain again at their head, 
they redoubled their activity, and committed all manner of 
depredations. Among other adventures, they robbed a no- 
bleman on Hounslow-heath of fifteen hundred pounds, aAer 
a severe engagement with his servants, three of whont 
were wounded, and two had their horses shot under them* 
They nfext directed their course along the west country 
road, and having robbed a parson, enjoined him. Under the 
most terrifib threats, to preach a sermon in praise of thiev- 
ing. He was forced to comply, and the sermon being^ 
ended, they returned his money, and gave him four shil- 
lings to drink their health and success. 

After this adventure, they left off" infesting the highways,, 
and rode for Ijondon. Arrived in the capital, the captain's 
brother employed his dexterity about town in several ad- 
ventures, which go far to show how well the brother pro- 
fited by the example and instructions of the captain. He 
first dressed himself as a countryman,' with a pair of dirty 
boots on, and a whip in his hand, and went to Bartholo- 
.mew Fair, where he wandered all the forenoon without 
meeting any prey. But as he was returning, he accosted 
a plain countryman, saying, " Have a care, honest friend, 
of your money, for we are going into a cursed place, full of 
thieves, rogues, and pickpockets. I am almost ruined by 
them, and I am glad that they have not pulled the teeth out 
of my head. Let one take never so good care, they will 
be sure of his money ; the devil certainly helps them." 

The face of the countryman glowed with courage as he 
replied, *' I defy all the devils to rob me of anything I 
value. I have a round piece which iUl secure ;" and 
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thnistiQg it into W mouth, he^rush^d Confidently intd. the 
fair. Will was only desirous^to ascertain the fai;t that h^ 
had money about him ; thereforer giving his instructions 
with a few sixpences and groats to a hopeful boy, he im- 
mediately ran after the countryman, while Will fallowed 
at a distance. The boy coming up with the countr3rman» 
fell down before him, scattering the money all around ; 
then starting up, he raised the most hideous noise, crying 
that he was undone, that he must run away from his ap» 
prenticeship, that his master was a furious man, and that 
he would certainly be killed. The countryman and others 
flocked around, and endeavoured to assist the boy in gath- 
ering up his lost money. Then one of them said, ** Have you 
found all ?" '« Yes, all the silver, but that is of no avail ; 
there is a broad piQoe of gold which 1 was carrying to my 
master for a token sent from the country, and for the losi 
of it I shall be killed. Alas ! I am undone ! what will be- 
come pf me ?" Will now advanced among the crowd, and 
was equally concerned for the unhappy boy ; and, seeing 
the countryman standing by, he gravely observed that he 
bad Qeen him put a piece of gold inta his mouth. The mob 
instantly seized him, and while one opened his mouth by 
force^ another extracted the broad piece of gold ; and whea 
he attempted to speak in his own defence, he was kicked, 
pinched, and so tossed about, that he was glad to Qscape 
with his life. Meuiwhile, the boy slipped away among 
the crowd, and at an appointed place met Will to surrender 
to him his booty. 

Having changed his clothes. Will went into the market, 
aivd mingling with tlie crowd, learned that the countryman 
was gone to an inn, where he had sent for his master, a 
knight of a large estate, and some other respectable persons, 
. to attest his character. Will knew this person well, and 
hastened to the Exchange, in full hopes of meeting him. 
Having reconnoitred the gentleman, and followed him unUl 
he perceived an c^portuntty, he robbed him of every guinea 
he had, except one, which he considerately left him to pay 
for his dinner. The knight, repairing to the inn, laughed 
heartily when die poor countryman infiwmed him that he 
had been robbed^ while he told him that he also had, in 
like manner, been just fleeced upon the Exchange. The 
countryman laughed in hie turn, and said, '* Sir,, let us 
i]&afee oar esei^ from this roguish place ;*' adding, with a 
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shrug of the shouISers, **SPIr, they'll steal our small got0 
to make fiddle-stringfirof them." 

The gentleman having recruited his purse, went out the 
next day to the Exchange, ^ill paid him the stoie com- 
pliment the second day. The knight was surprised how 
it was possible for any man to rob him when he was so 
forewarned, and so upon his guard; but looking hastily 
about, his eye fixed upon Will, whom he suspected to be 
the delinquent He went up to him, and,, taking him by 
the button, informed him, that he strongly suspected that 
he was the person who had robbed him ; but, as he was a 
gentleman of a large fortune, he did not regard the money, 
and would freely pardon him, and give him all the money^ 
upon condition that he would inform him by what means 
he had done so. " This," said he, " I promise upon nay 
honour." ** Your word of honour," said Will, ** is suffi- 
cient ; I know the greatness of your fortune ; I am the 
man. I will wait on your worship at the tavern, and there 
show you some of my art more ireely than I {vould do to 
my fellow rogues." In their way to the inn, the gende- 
man informed Will, that as he wished to make a frolic of 
the matter, he would send for some other gentlemen to be 
present, assuring him at the same time, that he should sus- 
tain no damage fVom any discovery that he might make to 
them. " I lujow you're a gentleman," said Will, " and 
men of honour soorji to keep base company. Call as 
many as you please ; FU take their word, and I know that 
I am safe." 

When the gentlemen arrived. Will told them many 
things which greatly astonished and pleased them ; and 
when he pulled out the piece of gold, and informed them 
how he had used Roger, the gentleman's tenant, he was 
immediately sent for to increase the amusement. ** What 
would you say," cried the knight, as he entered, " if you 
saw your gold again ?" ".Oh !" said he, " I wish I could; 
but if my mouth can't keep it, where shall I put it ? Shud ! 
I'd rather see the rogue ; I'd make a jelly of his bones !" 
"There he is," said the knight, " and there's your broad 
piece." As Roger began to heave and to bully, his master 
commanded him to take his piece of gold, and sit down by 
him : upon which, the pacined Roger^ seeing how things 
went, drank to his new acquaintance. 

One of the gentlemen pulling out a curious watch, said^ 
he wondered how it was possible to take a watch out of a 
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fob ; that it certainly must be )k>m carelessness on the part 
of the owner. " No," said Will, ** if the gentleman wUl 
take a turn in Moorfiel4^, Fll wager a guinea I'll have the 
watch before he return, let him take what care he pleases, 
and I shanH stir out of the room." '* Done," cried the 
gentleman ; and every gentleman in the room laid down 
his guinea, while Roger staked his broad piece. The gen- 
tleman went out, and was careful that he would not suffer 
man, woman, nor child to come near him. When th^time 
approached that he should return, a boy teame pretty near 
to him, but, to avoid suspicion, ran past him, and at the 
same time looking on his back, informed the gentlednn 
that it swarmed with vermin. The gentleman observing 
them, and loathing the sight, said, ** Good boy, taker them 
off, and ni give you a shilling." The boy did so, at the 
same time stealing his watch ; and having received his 
shilling, ran off. The gentleman returned to the tavern, 
wondering all the way how he could possibly come by 
such vermin, and taking Uie greatest care that no person 
should approach him. 

Upon his return to the taVem, Will asked him what 
o'clock it was ? He attempted to pull out his watch, but, 
to his utter astonishment and confusion, it was gone, tlpon 
this. Will produced it, and asked the gentleman if that 
were his ? The gentleman was struck dumb, casting up 
his hands and eyes, and, full of amazement, addressed 
Will, saying, " You must have had the assistance of the 
devil." " Of a boy," said Will. " Did not a boy pick 
you clean ?" •* There's the devil," said the gentleman ; 
*' and he threw them on, too, I suppose." *• Ay, through 
a quill," said the other. 

All present were astonished at the ingenuity of the trick, 
bat particularly plain Roger, who could not, at times, re- 
strain his laughter. " Alas !" said Will, •• this trick is not 
worth talking about : it is only one of those we (^ommit to 
our boys. There is a nobleman just passing the window, 
with a very rich coat uppn his back ; III wager, as before, 
to steal it from him, before all his followers, and bring it 
here on my own back. The gentlemen all staked their 
guineas, and were seconded by Roger. " Gome now," 
said Will, '* this matter must n^t be entrusted to a bo;^ ; 
you will give me leave to go myself, nor must you restrict 
me to any particular time to return." So out he ran, and 
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followed the aobletean (rem street to street, until be saw 
him enter a tavern. 

The nobleman was conducted up stairs. Will bustling 
in after hioi, hastened to the bar*keeper, an4 desired *him 
to lend him an apron, as his master would be served only 
by his own footman. *' He is a very gpod customer, and 
expects the very best wine : I must go to the cellar and 
taste it for him." The apron being given, he went to the 
cellar^ and returned with some of the best of each wine for 
his pretended master. He ran so quick up and down stairs, 
and was so alert at his work, that none of the other ser- 
vants could equal him. Meanwhile, Uie company up-stairs 
taking him for Uie servant of the house, were highly satis- 
fied with his attendance. Will was also careful to give foil 
cups to the servant who should have served in his place,* 
with some money, which the other was very glad to re- 
ceive for doing nothing. He seldom also went into the 
room without passing some merry jest to amuse the com- 
pany. They were so highlj pleased with him, that they 
said one to another, ** This is a merry, witty fellow ; such 
a man as he is fit to make a house ; he deserves double 
wages." When Will saw his plan ripe for execution, he 
came into the room with some wine, and by the aid of his 
knife, made a slit in my lord's coat. Returning with a 
bottle in one hand, and his other hand full of glasses, before 
he approached his lordship, he started and stared, saying, 
" What fellows are those who have made that coat ?" wiSi 
other imprecations against the tailor. Then some of the 
company rising up, saw the rent in my lord*s coat, and 
cried, ** My lord, the tailor has cheated you." Will, draw- 
ing near, said, ** Such things may happen ; but give me 
the coat, and I'll carry it privately under my mastei^s cloak 
to an acquaintance of mine, who will presenUy make it as 
good as if it had not been torn." Borrowing a great coal 
eC a gentleman preseAt, the nobleman gave Will his coat to 
carry to the tailor, who, coming down stairs, informed the 
landlord of the disaster, received his doak, and putting the 
rent coat below it, seized a good beaver hat off one of the 
doak-pinsy and hastened from the tavern. Arriving at the 
inn where the gentlemen were anxiously waiting his re- 
turn, he went into another jroom, dressed himself, and en^ 
tered with the doak and beaver on. «' What I" said one, 
of Ih^em, ** instead of a coat, you come with a cloak, sod 
great need for it ; for," he added, <« there's a>dedl of knav- 
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ery under it." Will then opened the cloak, and showed 
them the coat, saying, that he h ad received the cloak aiid 
beaver into the bargain $ and gave an account o()he whole 
adventure. 

Meanwhile, my lord and his company had waited long 
in expectation of the servant, whom they supposed to have 
been One of the waiters of the bouse. The landlord also 
wondering that they were so long in calling for more wine, 
one of the servants was sent up-stairs to force trade. He 
entered the room, saying, *• Call here, call here, gentle- 
men ?'* " Yes," said one of them, •' where is your fellow- 
servant who waited upon us ?" " My fellow-servant !** 
exclaimed the other ; " he said he was my lord's servant, 
and that his master would be served by none but himself, 
and I should have good vails, nevertheless.'* My lord re^^ 
plied, •• How can that be ? I have only one gentlemen o^ 
my own retinue ; the rest are with my lady. He that 
served us came in with an apron, and in the character 
of one of the servants of the house :-r-call up the land- 
lord r' Boniface instantly waited upon them, when one of 
the gentlemen asked him, if he kept sharpers in his house 
to affront gentlemen and to rob them t " Nay," replied 
the vintner, who was a choleric man," do you bring sharp- 
ers along with you, to affront n>e and rob my house ? I 
am sure 1 have lost a new cloak and beaver ; and, for aught 
I know, though you look like gentlemen, you may be 
sharpers yourselves ; and I expect to be paid by you for 
my losses, as well as for the reckoning." One of them in* 
stantly drew upon him, enraged at his insolent language ; 
but the landlord ran down stairs in affright, and armed the 
whole house, entreating them not to suffer such rogues to 
escape. In the mean time, he seized a sword, the ser- 
vants armed themselves with spits, pokers, and such other 
weapons as the house afforded. A great uproar was soon 
raised ; and the nobleman coming first out to penetrate 
through the crowd, made a thrust at the landlord, but was 
beaten back with a fire-shovel in the hand of one of the 
waiters, and narrowly escaped being run through with s 
long^spit in the hands of a cook maid. His lordship, 
seeing the door so completely guarded, shut himself up in 
the room, and began to consult with the rest of the com- 
pany what was best to be done. 

Fortunately, however, the gentleman who was in the 
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Other tavern with Will, conjecturing that a quarrel might 
ensue between the nobleman and the vintner, who had lost 
his cloak and beaver, sent his own landlord to inform him, 
that the rogue was caught, and in safe custody. 

He was admitted up-stairs, waited on his lordlihip, ancl 
communicated to him the whole affair. A cessation of 
arms took place. They drank to the health of the 4ai)d- 
lord, assuring him, that in future they would be friendly .to 
his house ; but, in the mean time, they attended thiir 
peace-maker to the tavern, where Will was exhibiting his 
dexterity, t'he vintner went along with them^ and, after 
common compliments, Will restored the coat, the cloak, 
and the beaver, and continued to amuse them during the 
remainder of the evening with the relation of his adven- 
tures. 

But to return, at length, to the capltin, his brother. He 
Had, along with his companions, committed so many rob- 
beries upon the highway, that a proclamation was issued 
against them, offering a reward to those who should bring 
them, either dead or alive. This occa»oned their detec* 
tion in the following manner: — having committed a rob- 
bery, and being closely pursued to Westminster ferry, the 
wherryman refused to carry any more that night. Two of 
them then rode off, and the other four gave their horses to 
a waterman to lead to the next ino. The horses foaming 
with sweat, the waterman began to suspect that they were 
robbers who had been keenly pursued, and communicated 
bis suspicions to the constable, who secured the horses, 
and went in search of the men. 

He was not long in seizing one of them, who confessed ; 
apd the constable, hastening to the inn, secured the rest, 
and, having placed a strong guard upon them, rode to 
Lambeth, and making sure of the other .two, led them be- 
fore a justice of the peace, who committed them to New- 
gate. 

At the next sessions. Captain Dudley, his brother, and 
three other accomplices, were tried, and condemned to 
suffer death. 

After sentence. Captain Dudley was brought to New- 
gate, where he conducted himself agreeably to his sad 
situation. He was conveyed from Newgate with six other 

Erisoners. He appeared pretty cheerful, but his brother 
ly all the time sick in the cart. The ceremonies of reli- 
gion being performed, they were launched into another 
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world (Ni^ the 22nd of Febraary 1681, to answer for the 
numerous crittes of their lives. 

The bodies of the captain and his brother, having beeti 
•St down> were put into separate cof&ns, to be conveyed 
to their cbsconsolate father, who, at the sight, was so over- 
whelmed, that he sank upon the dead bodies, and never 
flpok6 more, and was buried at the sam^ time and in the 
same grave with his sons. 



WILLIAM NEVISON. 

The advancement of the arts and sciences is not more 
n^d than the progress of folly and vice. In the follow- 
ing memoir it will be demonstrated, that the best education 
may be perverted by vicious dispositions. 

. William Nevison was born at Pomfret, in Yorkshire, 
about the year 1630, and his parents, being in good circum- 
stances, conferred upon him a decent education. He re- 
mained at school until he was about thirteen years of age. 
During that period, his expanding talents promised a 
iazuriant harvest ; but the general bent of his future charac- 
ter, and the ruling motive of all his actions were Exhibited 
at that period. He comnaenced his depredations by steal- 
ii^ a silver spoon from his own father. The too indulgent 
parent, instead of chastising him ibr the crime, transferred 
the unpleasant work to the schoolmaster. The father who 
resigns authority over his own children may expect eith«r 
to lose them altogether, or to havQ his heart grieved and 
his family dishonoured by their conduct. The school- 
master having punished young Nevison for his theft, he 
spent a sleepless -night in meditating revenge. He knew 
that the pedagogue had a favourite horse, which grazed in 
an adjacent paddock. William rose eariy in the morning, 
moved quietly into his father's closet, stole his keys, and 
«upplied himself with cash to the amount of 10/. ; then, 
taking a saddle and bridle from his father*s stable, he 
hastened to the paddock in .which the schoolmaster's horse 
was accustomed to feed ; and, having saddled and bridled 
the animal, with all haste rode towards London. About a 
mile or two from the capital, he cut the throat of the poor 
horse, for fear of detection. Arrived in London, he 
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chan^d his name and clothes, and then hired feia|serf to a 
brewer. Although circumstances compelled him to be for 
a while industrious, in order to obtain the necessaries of 
life, his mind was always upon the stretch to invent sonitt 
more expeditious mode of acquiring money than the^ slow 
return of annual pay ; accoidingly, he often, inefiectually^ 
attempted to rob his master. One evening, however, 
the clerk happening to use his bottle too freely, Nevison 
followed him into the counting-house, and, while he was 
enjoying a recruiting nap, stole the keys of the desks, and 
relieved them of their burden, to the amount of about 200/* 
Without wailing to discover whether the clerk or the 
servant would be blamed for the cash he sailed for Holland. 

But the change of climate had no effect in changing his 
nature: Through his instigation, the daughter of a re- 
spectable citizen robbed her father of a large sum of money, 
and a quantity of jewels, and eloped with the English- 
man. They were pursued, taken, and committed to prison. 
Thus detected, Nevison would certainly have finished a 
short but villanous career in a foregn land, had he not for- 
tunately effected his escape. 

With no small difficulty he arrived in Flanders, and en- 
listed into a regiment of English volunteers, under the com- 
mand of the Duke of York. In that station h^ behaved 
with conifiderable reputation, and even acquired some mo- 
ney ; but his restless temper and disposition to acquire 
riches, by whatever means, did not permit him to remuB 
in a situation of industry or sobriety. He deserted, went 
over to England, with his money purchased a horse, to- 
gether with all other necessaries, and commenced his de- 
predations in a systematic form. His success was uncom- 
mon, and he every day' found mealns to replenish his cof- 
fers, and to nourish his extravagance. Nor would he unite 
his fortune with any one» who, from selfish motives, might 
feel disposed to participate in his lucrative employment 

One day Nevison, who went otherwise by the name of 
Johnson, travelling on the road^ and scouring about in 
search of a prize, met two countrymen, who, coming up 
towards him, informed him, that it was very dangerous 
travelling forward, for that the way wa^ set, and they had 
been robbed by three highwaymen, about a half a mile off; 
and if he had any charge of money about him, it were his 
. safest course to turn back. Nevisdn, askipg them what 
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they had lo8i» they told him 40/. : upon which he replied^ 
*^ Turn back vith me, and show ifie the way they took, 
and my life to a farthini;^ rU make them return you your 
poney agm." They rode along with him till they came 
hi si^t of the highwaymen, when Nevison, ordeqng the 
eountrymen to smy behind him at some distance, rode up, 
and spoke to the foremost of them, eayifcg, " Sir, by your 

firb and the cc^our of your hors^, you should be one of those 
looked after ; and if so, my business is to tell you, that 
you bqrrco^ed of two friends of mine 40/.^ which they de- 
sired me to demand, of you, and which, before we part, 
you must restore." " How !" cried the highwayman, 
" forty pounds I What ! is the Mow mad ?" " So mad," 
replied Nevison, ^* that your life shall answer me, if you 
do not give me better satisfaction^" Upon which, he drew 
his pistol, and suddeoly clapped it to the other's breast, who 
finding that Nevison had also his rein, and that he could 
not get his sword or pistols, yielded, telling him that his 
life was at his mercy. " No,", said Nevison, " it is not 
that I seek, but the money you robbed these two men of, 
who are riding up to me,, which you must refund.'* 

The thief was forced to consent, and readily to deliver 
such part as he had, saying, his companions were in pos- 
session of the rest ; so that Nevison, having made him dis- 
mount, and taking away his pistols, which he gave to the 
countrymen, ordex:ed them to secure him, and hold hiB 
own, whilst he took the thief s horse, and pursued the 
other two, whom he soon overtook; for they, Uiinkinghim 
^eir companion, stopped as soon as they saw him ; so that 
he came up to them in the midst of a common. "" How 
now, Jack," said one of them, " what made you engage 
with yon fellow !" *• No, gentlemen," replied Nevison, 
*\ you are mistaken in yoyr man : Thomas — for by the to- 
ken of your horse and arms, I perceive you are Thomas-^ 
be hath sent me to. you for the ransom of his life, amount- 
ing to no less than the prize of the day, which if you present- 
ly surrender, you may go about yourhusiness ; if not, I must 
have a litUe dispute with you at sword and pistol !" At 
which, one of them fired at him, but, missing his aim, re- 
ceived Nevison's bullet in his right shoulder ; and being 
thereby disabled, NeviJson was about to discharge at the 
other, when he called for quarter, and came to a parley, 
which, in short, was made up, with Nevison's promise to 
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send their frieDd, an4 their delivering him all H^er ready 
flooney they had, amounting to 160L Havifig obtained his 
beoty, he rode back to the two countrymen, and released 
their prisoner, giving them their whole 40/., with a eav* 
tion, for the future, to look better after it, and not Mkt eow* 
arda, aa they were, to Murr^»ler the same en such eaajr 
tenns again. 

In all his exploits, Neviflt>n was tender df the Mt sex, 
and bountiful to the poor. He wu also a true loyalist, and 
never levied any contributions upon the Royalists. On6 
day, fortunately, encountering a rich usurer, he stopped 
bis coach, and demanded that he would deliver the money 
which he had extorted from poor widows and orphans. 
The pistol presented to his bieast, and the reproaches of 
the highwayman, filled his guilty mind with inexpressible 
terror, and he began to expostulate for his life. '*Thal 
fehall be granted,*' replied Nevison, **upoB condition of 
your surrendering your gold." The other rehietantly drew 
out sixty broad pieces of gold ; but this sum being inad^ 
quate to the necessities of Nevison, he constrained the 
usurer to mount upon the postilion's horse, and allowed the 
eoach with the three ladies in it to proceed. The poor 
Jew, now thinking that the hour was terily nigh at hand 
when he would be bereft of life and separated from his 
treasures, experienced all the violent emotions of terror, 
chagrin, and despair. > Nevison compelled him to draw a 
note upon sight for 500/. upon a scrivener in London. He 
then permitted him to ride after his friends to acquaint them 
with his misfortunes, while he himself rod^ all night, thai 
he might have the money drawn before advice could bt 
forwarded to stop the. payment. 

After several adventures of a similar nature, Nevieon ofie 
day robbed a rich grazier of 450/. and then proposed to 
himself to retins wilh the spoil. Accordingly, he returned 
home, and, like the prodigal sod, was joyfiiUy received by 
his Hsither, who, not having heard of htm during seven or 
eight years, supposed that he had been dead. He i^ 
mailed witli his father until the day of the old man^s death, 
living as soberly and honestly as if no act of violence had 
ever sullied his reputation. Upon the death of his father, 
however, he returned to his former courses, and in a short 
time his name was a terror to every traveller upon the 
road. To such an extent did he carry his plansi that the 
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oarriere and drov^ni who frequented that road willing^v 
*' agreed to leave certain sums at such f^acea as he appoiateo* 
to prevent their being stripped of their all. 
. Contimring his wicked course, he was at last appre- 
henda^f thrown, into Leicester jail, put in irons, and strict- 
\f guarded : but,, in spite of all the precautions 4)f the 
county, he effected his escape* One daj^, two or three of 
Ms trusty friends visited him, one of wnom, being a phy- 
8ici;an, gave out that he was infected with the plague, and 
that, unless he was removed to a larger room, where he 
might enjoy free air, he should not only himself perish, 
but communicate the infection to all the inhabitants of the 
^ail. He was instantly removed, and the jailor's wife 
would not allow her husband to go farther than the door of 
bis room, for fear of the infection, which afforded Nevisoa 
apd his fViends time to perfect their scheme. The phy- 
sician came twice or thrice every day to see him, and con- 
tinued to d^Iare his case hopeless. At last a painter was 
brought in, who painted all his body with spots, similar to 
those that appear upon a person infected with the f^sti^ 
lence. In a few days after,^he received a sleeping draught, . 
and was declared to be dead. Th^ inquest who sat upon 
his body were afraid to approach in ord^ to make minute 
inspection, and thus a verdict was returned thai he had 
died of the plague. His friends now demanded his body, 
and he was carried out of prison in a coffin. 

This insertion into a cofSn only rendered him more 
callous and daring in vice. He, with redoubled vigour, 
renewed his depredations, and, meeting his carriers and 
drovers, informed them, that it was necessary ta increase 
their rents, in order to refund his expenses while in iailr. 
and his loss of time. . It was at first supposed, that it was 
his ghost, who carried on the same pranks that he had 
done in his life-time. The truth of this, however, came 
to be suspected, and the jailor offered a reward of 20/. to 
any person who would restore him to his former domi- 
cile. 

Resolved to visit the capital, he upon his journey met a 
company of canting beggars, pilgrims, and idle Vagabonds. 
Continuing in their company for some time, and observing 
the merry life that they pursued, he took an opportunity to 

Eropose himself as a candidate for admission into their 
onourable fraternity. Their leader applauded bis reso- 
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hitioD, and addressed him in these Wdrds : — " Do not ttc 
come into the world arrant beggars, without a rag upon us ? 
And do we not all go out of the world like beggars, paving 
only an old sheet over us ? Shall we, then, be ashamed 
to walk up and down the woild, like beggars, with old 
blankets pinned about us T No ! no ! that would be a 
shame to us, indcvgd. Have we not the whole kingdom to 
walk in at our pleasure ? Are we afraid of the approacft 
of quarter day ? Do we walk in fear of sheriffs, bai- 
liffs, and catchpolls ? Who ever knew an arrant beggar 
arrested for debt? Is not our meat dressed in every man's 
kitchen? Does not every man's cellar afford us beer? 
And the best men's purses keep a penhy for us to spend ?" 
Having, by these words, as he thought, fully fixed him in 
love with begging, he then acquainted the company with 
Nevison's desire, in consequence of which they were all 
very joyful, being as glad to add one to theit society, as a 
Mussulman to olrtain a proselyte. The first question they 
asked him was, if he had any loure in his bung 9 Nevi- 
son stared on them, not knowing what they meant ; till at 
last one informed him it was nwney in his pur^. He toM 
them he had but eigbteen-pence, which he gave" them 
freely. This, hyt a general vote, was condemned to be 
spent in a booze for his initiation. They then commanded 
him to kneel down, which being done, one of the chief of 
them took a gage of hooze^ which is a quart of drink, and 
poured the same on his head, saying, " I do* by virtue of 
this sovereign liquor, install thee in the Roage, and make 
thee a free denizen of our ragged regiment. So that hence- 
forth it shall be lawful for thee to cant, only observing 
■th#Be rules : — First, that thou art not to Wander up and down 
all countries, but to keep to that quatrter that is allotted thee ; 
and, secondly, thou art to give way to any of us that have 
borne all the offices of the Wallet before ; and, upon hold- 
ing up a finger, to avoid any town or country village, 
where thou se^st we are foraging for victuals for our army 
that march along with us. Observing these two rules, we 
take thee into our protectioni and adbpt thee a brothep of 
our numerous society." 

The leader having ended his oration, Nevison rose up, 
and was congratulated by all the company's hanging about 
him, like so many dogs about a bear, and making such a 
hideous noise, that the chief, commanding silence, address* 
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ed him as follows : — ** Now that thou art entered into our 
fraternity, thou must not scruple to act any villanies, whe- 
ther it be to cut a purse, steal a cleak-bag, or portmanteau, 
convey all manner of things, whether a chicken, sucking- 
pig, dock, goose, pr hen, or to steal a shirt from the hedge ; 
for he that will be a qtdre CQve, (a professed rogM,) must 
observe these rules. And because thou^art but a novice in 
begging, and uqderstandest not the mysteries of the canting 
language, thou sfaalt have a wife to he thy companion, by 
whom thou mayest receive instructions.'' And thereupon, 
he singled him out a girl of about seventeen years of age, 
which tickled his fancy very mueh: but he must presently 
be married to her after the fashion of their patrico, who, 
amongst beggars, is their priest. Whereupon the ceremony 
was performed after this manner : — 

They took a hen, and, having cut off the head of it, laid 
the dead body on the ground, placing Nevison on the one 
side, and his intended on the other ; this being done, the 
priest, standing by> with a loud voice bade them live to^ 

Ether till dea£ did them part; then shaking hands, and 
isiog eack other, the ceremony of ..the wedding was over, 
and the whole group appeared intoxicated with joy. Night 
approaching, and all, their money being spent, they betook 
themselves to a bam not &r off, where they broached a 
hogshead, and went to sleep. 

Nevison, having met with this odd piece of diversion in 
his journey, slipped out of the barn when all were asleep, 
took a horse, and posted directly away. But, coming to 
London, he found there was too much noise about him to 
permit him to tarry there : he therefore returned into the 
oonatr^, and fell to his old pranks again. Several who had 
been formeriy robbed l^y him, happening to meet him, 
imagined that his ghost walked abroad, having heard the 
report of his pestilential death in Leieester jaiL In short, 
bi$ crimes became so notorious, thai a reward was offered 
to any that would appr^end him : this made many waylay 
him, especially two brothers, named Fletcher, one of 
whom Nevison shot dead ; but* going into a little vilU|[B 
about thirteen miles from York, he 'was taken by Captam 
Hardeastle, and sent to York Jul, where, on the 16th 
March 1684, he was tried, condemned, and executed, aged 
forty-five* 

10* 
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JONATHAN SIMPSON. 

This man was the son of a respectable gentleman in 
LauncMon, in Oorawall, and put an apprentice to a linen* 
draper. After eemns his time wiUi great approbation, bi« 
father gave feim 1500/. to commence business for himself. 

He had not been a year in business when he mar- 
ried a merchant's daughter, and received with her 2000/. 
of portion. Such an accession to his wealth enabled ^im 
to extend his^^business, and to conduct it with ease. Bat 
money cannot procure happiness. The affections of the 
young lady had been, gained by a man of less fortune, and, 
to please her father, she had given her hand where she 
could not bestow her heart; and, though married to an- 
.other, she continued in a degree of familiarity with her for- 
mer lover that excited her husband's jealousy, the most 
^violent of aH the passions. 

In a short time, after having lived in a very unhappy 
mann^, Simpson took the opportunity to sell'ttll off, and, 
having shut up shop, went away with what money he 
could raise, determined no longer to remain in Bristol. He 
was now possessed of about 5000/., but his expenses were 
so extravagant, that this large sum was soon exhausted. 
He then went to the highway, committed a robbery, was 
apprehended, and would certainly have been hanged, had 
Jiot some of his rich relations procured reprieve. The 
difficulty of obtaining it may be guessed from the fact, that 
it arrived at Tyburn just when the rope was about his neck. 
Such was his obduracy, that, when returning to Newgate 
behind one of Uie sheriff's men, the latter asked him, what 
be thought of a reprieve when he was come to the gallows ? 
" No more than I thought of my dying day." 

When he came to the prison-door, the turnkey refused 
to receive him, saying, that he was sent to be executed, 
and that her was discharged of him, and would not permit 
him to enter without a new warrant Upon which Simpson 
exclaimed, <' What an unhappy cast-off dog am I, that both 
Tyburn and Newgate should in one day refuse to entertain 
me ! Well, I'll mend my manners for the future, and try 
whether I can't merit a reception at them both, next time 
I am brought thither." 
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He immediately recommenced his operations, and one 
^ay robbed a genUeman of a purse full of counters, which 
he supposed were gold. He kept them in his pockets, 
always anxiously looking out for his benefactor. About four 
months after, he met him upon Bagshot He^th, riding in a 
coach: " Sir," said he, **I believe you made a mistake 
the last time I had the happing of seeing you, in giving 
these pieces. I have been troubled ever since, lest you 
should have wanted them at cards, and am glad of this op- 
portunity to retqrn ; only, for my care, I require you to 
come this moment out of your coach, and give me your 
breeches, that I may. search them at leisure, ai^d not trust 
any more to your generosity, lest you should mistake 
again." A pistol enforced his demand, and Simpson found 
a p^old watch, a gold snuff-box, ancf ninety-eight guineas, 
with five jacobuses. 

At another time, he robbed Lord Delamere of three 
hundred and fifty guineas. He was almost unequalled in 
his depredations : in one day he robbed nineteen dififerent 
people, and took above 200/. ; and, in the space of six 
weeks, committed forty robberies in the county of Middle- 
sex. He even ventured to attack the Duke of Berwick, 
and took from him articles to a very great value. 

But wickedness has a boundary over which it cannot 
pass. Simpson attacked two captains of the guards : a 
strong struggle ensued : his horse was shot under him, and 
he was wounded in both arms and one of his legs before 
he was taken. He was sent to Newgate, and now found 
Uiat he was not refused entrance ; and he soon also discor 
vered, that Tyburn was equally ready to receive him. His 
execution took place on the 8th September 1686. 
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This gentleman was a native of Norfolk county, s^nd the 
son of an eminent surgeon. After the preparatory steps of 
education, William went to the University of Cambridge, 
and was tutor to Lord Townshend. He was during that 
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time made Bachelor of Arts, and continued to paisue his 
studies until deprived of his father by death. 

The loss of a prudent father to a youngs man, forms a 
remarkable era in his life. If he is left with an ample for- 
tune, he has then the means of gratifying his wishes, whe- 
ther in die field of benevolence or in that of dissipation : 
and though left with no fortune, yet he is then at full lib- 
erty to follow his ruling inclination. Upon the intelligence 
of his father's death, William went to London and began 
to practise medicine. His first patient was his own uncle, 
who, being dangerously afiected with an imposthume, was 
cured by him id the following manner : — 

When he entered his uncle's bedchamber, his first care 
was to examine the state of the old gentleman's stomach : 
for this purpose he ranged about &e room, overturning 
every plate and dish, to discover what had been given him 
to eat. He at last discovered an old saddle, which he 
thought would answer for the intended experiment. Upon 
seeing ihi^ he cried out, *' Uncle, your case is very despe- 
rate !" — •* Not so bad, I hope," said the uncle, " as to 
make me past remedy." — "Heaven knows that," cried 
Cady ; '* but a surfeit is a terrible thing, and I perceive 
you have got a violent one." — "A surfeit!" said the 
old gentleman : ** you mistake, nephew ; it is an impos- 
thume that I am afiected with." — •* The deuce it is!" cried 
Cady ; " why, I could have sworn it had been a surfeit, 
for I perceive you have ate a whole horse, and left us onty 
the saddle !" At this he held up the saddle ; and the old 
gentleman fell into such a fit of laughter as instantly broke 
his imposthume, so that he became quite well in less than 
a fortnight 

This is not the only' instance of a disease of this nature 
being cured by a fit of laughter $ and it is certainly an agree- 
able mode of being relieved of a painful and dangerous 
malady. 

A Cardinal at Padua, who was at the point of death, 
under the influence of this distemper, being past all hopes 
of recovery, his servants had begun to pillage his house, 
and even to make free with the hangings of his own bed. 
An ape in the midst of this bustle, seized a nightcap that 
lay near, fixed it upon his head, and made so many and 
such curious tricks, that his reverence fell into a fit of 
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laughter, and broke the imposthume, to the preservation o( 
Jlis life and property. 

Another instance may ^be related. A countrywoman, 
very ignorant and superstitious, took it into her head to 
send for the parson of the parish to pray for the recovery 
of her cow, which was affected with a distemper incident 
to animals of that species. Not suspecting but that he 
was called to visit the woman herself, or some of her fami- 
ly in affliction, the pious man went forthwith, and, to his 
surprise, was not only informed why he was sent for, but 
the good woman insisted that he should go and see her 
cow. before*she would allow him to depart. Unable to re- 
sist her importunities, he went to the byre, and taking a 
handful of the short straw that lay beside the cow, spread 
it upon her back, saying, " Poor beast, if you be no better 
for this, you will be no worse." The parson returned 
home, and the good woman waft highly displeased with his 
indifference towards her favourite cow. 

It happened, soon afler, that she had an opportunity to 
retaliate ; the parson was taken dangerously ill of an im- 
posthume, and the woman, hearing of it, went to return his 
visit. Arrived at the parson's house, she, in consequence 
of her importunities, was admitted into his bedchamber ; 
and, havrag kindly inquired after his health, went forward 
to the chimney, and, taking up a handful of ashes from the 
hearth, scattered them over the parson, using his owti 
words, " Poor man ! if you be no better for this, you will 
be no worse ;'' which raised such a fit of laughter in the 
good man, that his imposthume broke and his cure was 
effected. 

For the speedy and unexpected cure before related, the 
uncle of Cady gave him fifty guineas, which supplied his 
extravagances for one month. His purse being empty, he 
took his leave of the healing art, in which he had been so 
successful, and commenced robber. His first adventure 
was with a captain of the guards and another gentleman, 
of whom he inquired the way to Staines, as he was a 
stranger. They informed him that they were going to 
that place, and that they would be glad of his company. 
When he arrived at a convenient place, Cady shot the gen- 
tleman through the head, and, turning to the officer, told 
him that ** if he did not deliver, he should share the same 
fete." The other replied that as he was a captain of the 
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ffuards, Cady must fight if he expected to get anything 
from him. •* If you are a soldier," cried Cady, ♦' yo,^ 
ought to obey the word of coinnnind, otherwise yon know 
your sentence : I have nothing to do but to tie you neck 
and heel.'' *' Yon are an unconscionable rogue," said the 
captain, ** to demand money of me who never owed you 
any." " Sir,'* replied Cady, '* there is not a man that tra* 
vols the road but owes me money, if he has any about 
him : therefore, as you are one of my debtors, if you do 
not pay me instantly, your blood shall satisfy my demand. ** 
The captain exchanged several shots with Cady ; but his 
horse being killed under him, he surrendered his ws^by 
a diamond ring, and % purse of twenty guineas. William, 
having collected all he could, tied the captain neck and 
bee], nailed the skirts of his coat to a tree, and rode off in 
search of more booty. 

His next encounter w^ with Viscount Dundee, who 
commanded the forces of James VII. of Scotland, and the 
second of England, and fell in the battle of Kiilicrankie. 
Dundee was mounted upon horseback, attended by two 
servants. Cady rode up to them at full speed, and inquired 
if they did not see a man ride past with more than 
ordinary haste. *' Tes," he was presently answered. 
** He has robbied me of twenty pounds that I was 
going to pay my landlord, and I am utterly ruined 1" 
cried Cady. The miain who had ridden by was a con* 
federate, and had done so by express concert. His lord- 
ship was moved with compassion, and ordered the two 
footmen to pursue the robber. When the servants seemed 
to have got to a sufficient distance, Cady turned upon his 
lordship, and robbed him of a gold watch, a gold snuff-box, 
and fifty guineas. He then shot the viscount's horse, and 
rode after the footmen, whom he found about a mile off 
with the supposed robber as their prisoner. These men 
were surprised when Cady desired them to let him go, 
and laughed at them for what they had done. They, how* 
§ver, refusing to part witli their prey, a scuffle ensued, and 
one of the Potmen being slain ; the other fled, and found 
. th^ his master had been dismounted and robbed. 

Dundee complained of this injury at court, and a reward 
of two hundred pounds was offered to any person who 
should apprehend either Cady or his companion, who 
were both minutely described. To evade the diligent 
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semh whidi he was certain ibis proelamation woald oot 
iasion, he went over to Fla^iuiers. As he had i:eceiv6d a 
liberal education, he entered himself of the English semi* 
nary of Douay, and, joining the fraternity of Benedictine 
iriars, soon acquired an extraordinary character for learning 
and piety. The natural result was, that many penitents 
resorted to him for oonfession. The rigid sanctity and 
ecclesiastical duties of Cady were, however, soon found 
rather troublesome companions, and he resolved to return 
to England, preferring his rambles upon the highway to 
the devotions of the convent. But, as money was neces- 
sary for his voyage, his invention was agaiii set in 
motion. * 

To effect his purpose, he feigned himself sic^, and, 
being confined to bed, was visited by many of those who 
had formerly employed him as their father-confessor. H^ 
particularly fixed his attentiorkupon two young women* 
Who generally came together, and were both very rich 
and very handsome. He had previously procured a brace 
of pistols. When the ladies next came to him, and had 
made their confession, he desired them presently to attend 
to him. He briefly informed them that he was greatly in 
want of money, and that if they did not instantly supply 
his wants, he would deprive them of their lives, holding 
at the same time a pistol to their breasts. He then pro- 
ceeded to rifle their pockets, where he found fifty pistoles. 
In addition to this, he compelled them to make an oflering 
of two diamond rings from their fingers ; then, binding them 
neck and heel, he infornied the father of the convent that 
he was going to walk a little in thie fields, and would soon 
return. It is needless to say that he returned no more to 
his religious habitation, but renewed his former mode of 
life. 

Scarcely was he arrived in England, when he met a 
hop-merchant, accompanied by his wife, upon Blackheath, 
and commanded them to stand and deliver. The merchant 
made a stout resistance, firing two pistols, but without eflect; 
80 that he was left to the mercy of the robber, who killed 
their horse, and, examining their pockets, found twentjr- 
eight pounds upon the merchant, and half-a-crown upon 
his wife. 

Cady then addressed her thus*: "Is this your way of 
travelling ? What 1 carry but half-a-crown in your pocket. 
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when yoa sre to meet a gentleman collector on the high- 
way ? m assure you, Madam, I shall be even with yoii» 
therefore off with that ring from your finger." She begged 
him to spare her marruige-ring, as she would not lose it 
for double the value, having kept and worn it these twenty 
years. "You whining old woman," quoth William, 
" marriage is nothing to me ; — am I to be more favourable 
to you than to any other woman, I'll wanrant ? Give me 
the ring in a moment, without any more cant, or I shall 
make bold to cut off your finger for despatch, as I have 
served several of your sex before." The good woman, 
seeing all her entreaties vain, hastily pulled the ring off 
her finger, and thruit it into her moqth. Cady then 
stamped, raged, and swore that he would be even with her ; 
and instantly shooting her through the head, went away 
perfectly unmoved, while the husband, being tied to a tree» 
was a spectator of this ho|pdd barbarity. 

Cady rode instantly to London, but fearing that even that 
great city could not conceal the author of a crime so unpa^ 
r^lleled, he left the metropolis, and went to Scotland. Either 
his inclinations did not lead him, or he deemed that coun- 
try too poor to afford him sufficient booty, he therefore soon 
returned again to England. On his road to the capital, be- 
tween Ferrybridge and Doncaster, he met with Dr. Mortoii, 
a prebendary of Durham, well mounted ; but whether medi- ^ 
tating upon the amount of his tithes, or the next Sabbath's 
sermon, is uncertain. Cady instantly rode up to him, and 
cried, *' Deliver, or you are a dead man !" The doctor, un- 
accustomed to such language, began to admonish him con- 
cerning the atrocity of his conduct, and the danger that he 
was in, both with respect to his body and his soul. Cady 
stared him in the face with all the ferocity that he could 
muster, and informed him that his remonstrances were in 
vain, saying, that if he did not deliver him what he had, he 
should speedily send him out of the world. •' But then," 
added Pady, 'Uhat is nothing, because all the gentlemen of 
your cloth are prepared for death. ' What, you unreason- 
able, you unmannerly dog !" continued he, in a rage, unable 
to discover the doctor's cash ! *' what do you mean, to meet 
a man in the midst of his journey, without bringing him 
any money to pay his charges ?" For the doctor had 
taken care to hide his money in a hedge, so that Cady, 
upon examining him, found his pockets completely empty. 
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The rafibny^ convineed tiiat a vsmn of his appeafance coM 
80 travel- without money, with dreadfid imprecations thread 
enedtbat if be would Qot inform him what he had done 
#ith it, he 9heiildnevergo hcnneaU^* The doctor inst^ 
w^ that he. had none, th^ wretch shirt him through the heaH 
with as little reniorae as he wmild hare drunk n' glass of 
Burgundy. 

He next undeflook a journey into 'Norfolk to visit his 
tehtions, byit meeting a ooach near that place, in which 
wer6 ibree gentldmeti and a lady, he rode cip to it and ad- 
dressed them in his own language. The gentlemen, how- 
€^ert were resolved to stand upon the ddbnsiiw, and, one 
of them fired a bkindetbtiss at him, whi^h only grazed hii 
arai, without doing any material injury* This put him into 
H violent passion, and, after taking a hundred and fifly 
pounds from- ihe company, he brutally added, that the gen>- 
tieman who fired at lum should not pass unpufiished, and 
instantly shot bun through the heart ; theny-cutting the reins 
of the horses, be went off in search of newplunder, and de^ 
clined visiting his relations upon thaioccasion, lest he^hould 
have been detected. 

Directing his course to London, he came up with a lady 
taking a ride lor the benefit of the air, attended by a single 
footman, and fell upon her in a very rude manner, pulling 
a diamond ring from her finger, a gold watch out of her 
pocket, and a purse with eighty guineas ; insulting her 
meanwhile with opprobrious hnguage. Though the lady 
bad commanded her footman not to hlterfere, yet the inan 
eoikldnot help complimenting Cady with some well-nderited 
appellations. The ferocious monster, without uttering a 
word, sduted him with a breed of bullets in the head, and 
he fell upon the spot. Cady was just about to prosecute 
lus journey, when two gentlemen, perceiving what he had 
done, rode up to htm Irifh pistols in their hands. O^y 
seeing his danger, fired ^t them, and shots 'wei^e exchanged 
with the greatest rapidity, until Cady's hdrse wad shot under 
him ; and even then he struggled with the greatest vibleric^r 
with the gentlemen, until his strength was exhaiisted i he 
was then apprehended, and carried to Newgate under k 
•titrng guard. -There he remained until the assizes, withouf 
showing th& least signs of repentance; 6r tokens of regret 
Upon lus trial he behaved with the most daring insdlence, 
callkig the jpdges '' a buddto pfalms^womoiv'^ and tiffing 
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Ibcjury in tbe^ame miiMier. Tbetsrhne forwtttcfa te 
•wafl accused was eoeleai^y prbiFfid, thai he was seBiefieod 
io dea^, and c»»iiiinitted tathe eoBdeimied h^. . Bttt his 
pkce of dairkness an^ horror had no eff^i »pon hia miiidk 
tie eontiaued to roar, cuhie, hlaspii^mo) and get drank, m 
he had always done. It is probable, that the hope of patdon, 
b^ the influence of som^ friends at court, tended to harden 
him the more ; but the number and enetmity t)f fais cranes 
prevented James the Seeond from extending his royai 
merey to snch a miscreant. The day of eiMcntitDifr bmng 
€ome» tnd the cart stdpping as usual ander St» BiBpolehfe's 
wall while the bellman rang hifri)ell^ and repeated hto ex* 
hortations, instead of being moved, he began to swear and 
tdirail, beeanee they stopp^ htm to hear an old puppy 
chatter nonsense. At Tyburn he acted in a slmiiar manner ; 
without either tiding any notice of the onlKnary, ptaytng 
hy himself, or addressing the people, h^ rushed into an 
elemad state to suder the just punishment of his great and 
nnmerous <»fl^ce8. He died in the twenty-fifth year of 
his age» in the year 1687. ^ 



PATRICK O'BRUN. 

. Patrick. O'.BjtiAN was a nativeof bdand, and his parents 
were very indig^t. ,He tame over to England, and en- 
listed in the Coldstream Guards. He was, however, nor 
80 dexterous in the use of his arm^ as he. was in the practice 
of all manner of vice. Patrick was resoived'not t6; want 
money) if there, jjw 9ny in the country. He firsts ran int^ 
debt at all the publiC'hoi]»e9 f^nd shofd that Wo«M trnet 
him ; then borrowed from every person, as hung as any one 
9Puld be found to believe him. 

When fpmd. failed, him, b» had Becomrse to forct. Doctor 
Qlewer, rector of Croydon, was the first whom he attach 
fd. This man ha^ heen, in his youth, tried ^ thaOIA 
]|B9iley, and burn^ in tli^hand, for st^aliag a stlvet em^* 
Alluding to this, Patrick 8ai(^, ^ That he could net refns^ 
l«ii4m K^ix^jmmtim9e,M,<m» of hie oU.p^fesaioiu'' 
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The DocJto)r flwtured him, << That he hid not tnidd tf wovd» 
ifM bad had dny money about him ; bat he had hot so mach 
as a, dingle focthing.*' "Then," said Patrick,. ♦'Jmust 
have your fown, sir." '♦ U you can win^ it," cried the 
Doctor, ♦• you shall ; but let me have the chance of a game 
at cards." To this O'Brtan consented ,; and the Doctor» 
pulling out a pack of cards, they commenced. Patrick was 
victorious, and obtained the black gown. 

One day, Patrick attacked a famous posturemaater, loid 
commanded him to <* Stand and deliver!" The latter in* 
etantly jumped over his head, which led Patrick to suppose 
that it was the devil come to sport with him before his tinie. 
By this display of his agility,^ the harlequin escaped with 
his money, and had the good fortune never to. afford an 
opportunity to O'Brian to be revenged of him for his fright. 

Our adventurer at last commenced highwayman. For 
this purpose he purchased a horse and other necessaries^ 
and began in due form. He onte day met with the cele- 
brated Nell Gwynoe in her coach, ind addressed her, 
saying: "Madam, I am a gentleman ; I have doiie a great 
many signal services to the fair set, a^d have, in return, 
been all my hie maintained by them. Now, as I know 
that you are ik charitable woman, I make bold to ask yOQ 
f6r a Bttle money, though I never hsd the honour of 
serving you in particular. However, if any opportunity 
shall ever fkll in my way, you may depend upon it I will 
nbt be ungrateful." Nell made him a present of ten guineas, 
and he went off in quest of more plunder*. 

It was with O^Brtan ^ with every other wtoked man ; 
he was solicitous to lead others to the same line of coaduol. 
In. particular, he seduced a young man, of the name of 
Wilt, who was apprehended, and suffered for hie first of» 
fence. O'Brian was also lappreheuded and exeeoted al 
Gloucester; and whei^ he had hung the ueual time, hie 
body was cut down, aiyd given to his friends ; but when 
carried home, he was 6bserved to move, on which a sur^ 
geon was immediately sent for, who bled him ; and other 
means being used, he recovered life. This fact was kept 
a secret, and it was hoped, that it would have had a salu- 
tary effect upon his future conduct. His friends were 
very willing to contribute towards his support, in order 
that he might live in the most retired manner, and 0*Brian 
engaged to reform his lifo, and for some time kept his 
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promised; but the inipressions of desth^ and «lt its tremen- 
ck)U8 consequences, soon wearing off his mind, be returned 
to his ticious courses. Abamdoniog his friends, and pur- 
chasing a horse and other necessaries, O' Brian iagain visited 
the road. 

In about a year after his execution, he met the very 
gentleman who was his fdrmer prosecutor, and attack^ 
him in the same, manner as before. The gentleman was 
surprised to see himself stopped by the very same person 
who had formerly robbed him, and who was execatisd for 
that crime. His consternation was so great, that he could 
not avoid exhibiting it, and he addressed O'Brian, smng, 
•*How comes this to pass? 1 thought that you had oeen 
hapged a twielvemonth ago?" "So I was, and therefore 
you ought to-imagine that what you now see is only my 
^ost. However, lest you shovklbe so uncivil as to hang 
roy ghost too, I think it my best way to secure you." Upon 
this^ he discharged a pistol through the gentleman's heatd, 
and, alfighting from his horse, cut his body in pieces with 
his banget. 

' One barbarity was followed by a greater. O'Brian, «c- 
<$ompan]ed by four others^ attitcked the h4»ise of Launcelot 
Wilmot, Esq. of. Wiltshire; entered, bound all the ser^ 
▼ants; then went' up to the gentleman's own room, andt 
bound him » and his wife. They next proceed^ to the 
daughter's ehamber, whom they stabbed to tliei heart, and 
having^teturbed, in the same manner butchered the old 
people, and rifled the house to the value of 2500/. 

This! mi^oreant continued his depredations two; years 
longer, until one of his accomplices confessed his crime*' 
and informed upon all who were concerned. Our adven- 
turer was seized at his lodgings at Little Sinfibik-street, and 
oonteyed to Salisbury, where he acknowledged the crime. 
He was a second timQ executed, 4ind, to prevent another 
resuscitation; was hung in chains, near tlie place where 
the crime W8» perpetrated, on the dOth of April 1689. 
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wbcr lived aftr Ipswich, iniScfffAlk In his youth 
s^pt^&a/di^ei tc^a^hrieklayer ; hyt evil ihelinaiions galaiag 
a» wt^&dmcyuomr h'la mioiii heqflitjted hi» employjoMit 
before a ihicd pirt q£ hi» tii»» Was ^e^pired* ^la oind^ Ui? 
iMippprt. himaelli albr having abtcoodinl^ aiid concaivinf a 
giealt daairaio aei L6ndcHk« he repaind ibiiherv aad ^aiMia'i 
omfedere^d himself with agitoir "of rohbarau > la O0it}im<»- 
tioti wiih tiiese iie ahayed in foany ^ku^-axjpli^ta; *biit, 
i^bingto tiry hm skill aadHavtiine aloiie, haMt4ham ^id 
xapaired t<> the road* 
JIe< tiiy«Ued 4j;om; LoodDE with^ale nUeatim «f inralt]^ 

^ng the Avchbishop of Canterbufy.* M^fmg g&i' aigfat of 
Ae party hetnieeii R<toh^siat aad 8iitm^Msf0%>ka K^U 
begoVinto a &el4« aod plaoiog aM)l$€lotb..0a '^ p^0t^ 
oa whiebhe ptaoed v«eveni'haadfala of giri^^aad ^Ifvf^ 

•timk al^okanddjc^.^titjef his poAat, and^^MiQittioatf a^ 
game a* hasard bjr ^dBiM£. His .gncm^ obseKHig ittni iH^ 
&is sUij^i^^a^t a servant tain^iiv^tiie m^mmg^i jrh<^' 
vpaa^aoifl^iflg^near Ihtmbaldthoardhimawaamgakkd mi^ 
iilg. ahla^t his h>asas« hut aevacpaid the jesst ^^tenioa' to- 
his qii0Bti<>o0#' • Th^ servant retarned» and infonntfd %be' 
pieitel(S, (whowaligbtadi ^i aeeiog none bai Sombold/ 
sfjked hini' if hoiki be played^ wHh 1 '* Pray, Bcr," sSaid 
Si|n^h^><^iN.»il«llt<*r^TC hundred paaads kist In-^a jif^ 
feyl" Hiagraoe was ab^ui 40. speak 4^nh-^'Ayv^' eon* 
iHiiied JiaflAbGld,^ee^iBinng:.to p^f'oih.**^lli«ra geiM a 

' bualdredaraffaJ" ''Pr'ytbse.f'saidibe .arehbish«yp, ''da 
tin l»e i^iMlsa^eH. play with/' Bao^Ii repliadi *« WMt 
•tr»*^*'iW«aix4'«oa>^ona who perhaps nairer bad ezklisiiee* 
"'imd.how.wm ye» stodil^ moaey lo koA F '* By 1^ 
aiabsi9ad6rs^" quoA Btttainklr ** and, eansiderii^ yo^f^ 
g(aQ6;lMiiina>df|b6siiaeB^fs^i«b^ the Hii^ttf 

irf fiai t^ cairyvit 46 bm.*^ . H&JafeosnrdtogTy rose^'awi 
vodott^ im iba^MhQis«%)^d,.^a{^ia ito seat A(mi ^t: 
baiMbeAippiiwiii>s«i»Qff.w Jie j^rotedsdiaib the road ba 
iBMHg the^ATiMisbbp bad:4ia icaseiif «isiid bo&t ater bati^r 
iilmb^0iiraigbffaQM*r<«CM^ *^4nMU Jimtfm 
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preceding the bishop by a litUe distanee. He wuiai at a 
convenient place, and again seated himeeif on the grass ia 
the same manner as before, only having very little money 
on the cloth. The bishop again <^erv«d him, and now 
believing him really to be a mad gamester, walked up to 
himt and jmimluM gca«e was going 4a aeewl him^ Rum- 
bald etted 901 with greal seeming joy« **Six hundred 
pounds r-** What," said the archbi»hop,'<^lo^ng again tf 
*:No, by 6-^1'* repliqd Rumbeld^ **"woq six hnndred 
BQUftds ! ru {day tkw hand out, and then kaf« <^. whikr 
fjm well" • '^ And of wbom have yon won them !'• said 
his graee. ^ CM Ihe vame person that I hek the six him;- 
dred ^nda for with ^you* More dinner.'' ** And how 
wtU yoa get your wittnidgs !" '* Of his ambMsador, to be ' 
sura,'* asm fiuaiboU; ao» pcMemiD^ his pistoi and-drawm 
sword, he rode up to the carriage, and look from the seat 
bis: iawa 'jaoaa]r« and fooiiaea .buodred pounds besides, 
Ikith wikiqh Jie fot ^ar off. 

. .With ^it af this nu»iMiy'RafBbold bought himsetf an* 
alifM^ sitaaliaa4 butitill baoatiid not gi^ up his {»ro- 
peaeiiy of «pftap^iatiiig la hiiaaelf the pusses ol others. 
Fot maaytaMksi muod ^Loodon he had the wsiters and* 
cjiambcriauida of the inna enlisted iata bis service; aad 
though, la appearsaoa, 4n-afi honest way of gsiniuf a liva- 
UhQ<Kl, he cbtttiaued his a^arious eoartes to agreat-^c- 
tentf> He waa sol, indeed,'ahri^ soecessfol; but, having* 
once basn appcisad of two rich travelers bc^g at an inn 
a4)era oaa lu. his easistants wao« ha left Lemon imna* 
4iataly» aad, waited on the road whaeh he hai^ been in* 
formed the. iraveUoM warn to lake: kmg, however, he 
might have waite4 iar Ae Uavellera were ioo ^mmingvand* 
pre^iadedla be traveling to the place which tb^ had lasl 
left.- Ddermined, kowavai', not to return wiihmt domg 
a^mer basinas^, ha waited on the road : the^atl of03rf;>rd^ 
attended, by a singia 4ootaitn«^noa apjpeered, and, being 
known to his kModship, he disfuieed hnaseif hj tfarowibg 
kis k>i|g hair oaer kia ftiear mSk ihotdiag it with hie leirtllUr 
In tbi» cfamiiy maAheyiaiie atpy. dsaiBisded his h>»deMp% 
pusse, and threatcsMdrlo^ilioot Mi tbeaeii!V«Ai md kim if 
diey made the least atsiataaee. ' tixpyHukikm weravaki; 
and be proceeded let wAalhe earl, ln«wiwea4oalani ws iei ' 
eptilrha foandnothifefdMbdioe and ^asds^^iiiid 'wei^ jnaeli 
«)I1^pld^itill, lnrii«| tfcetathat fpeha te# fai Jli <Wi i wad ta.niei 
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of pffM^ttohesf,* vr^ii which he Was mightily pleased, and 
aaid he wouM take them home and cage them ; recom- 
mending his lordship to return to his regiment, and Attend 
to his duty, giving htm a shilling as an encouragement. 

A» Rambold was riding along the road, he met a coun- 
try girt with a milk-pail on her head, with whose beauty 
and symmetry of shape he was greatly taken. Having 
entered into conversation, Rumbold alighted, and, excusing 
himself for the freedom, sat beside her while she milked 
her cows. Pleased with each other's cbmpany, they made 
mn assignati<in the same evening: our adventurer was to 
coraeto her fallier's hottse at a late hour,^nd pretending to 
have lost his roftd, solicit a night's lodging. The plan was 
accordingly followed out ; but they were disappointed in 
each other's society that evening, for son»e of the family 
kept astir alf night. Determined, however, not to leave 
his feir convert, he pretended in the morning to be taken 
daiigeirou$ly ill, and the good farmer rode off immediately 
for medical assistance. All the power of surgery, however, 
eoul(} not discover his ailment. The farmer kindly insisted' 
upon his remaining where he was until he should recover, 
to which he, with g^reat professions of gratitude, assefnted. 
Completely overpowered by such generosity, Kumbdd 
wished to niake some apparent return ; and, borrowing a 
minie, told him he was a bachelor of property in a certain 
eounty ; that he had hitlierto remained seeuir^ against the 
attacks of beamy, but 4iat he now wa^ vanquished by tb^ 
attractions of his daughter, and hoped. If the girl had nor 
objection^ that a proposal of' marriage would not be unac- 
^ptable to the family. The famtef, in his turn, overcome 
by «u<^ a mark of condescension, expressed himself high- 
ly gratified by the pr^osal; andtipon cdmiftunicating it to 
IIH3 fatnily, all were agreeable, and n6ne more so thatt the 
|iri.' The idea of adding gentility to the fortune which thti 
mmer ioftended for h^ daughter, qnit^ elated him, andf 
made- him extremely anxious to gain the favonf of the 
initor. ) Rnmbold followed out thedesigil. and his endear- 
inehti )^i(h the dau^ter were thud mbi^ freqisent than he 
exp^ted* His principal design was to mft the girl as to 
^ qnahtity of money her fathelr had in the house, tti 
where it lay r but he wais ehagri&M when -informed that 
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there were only a few ppiuids ; for that, » few i$f9 befoA 
ibey met, her father had made a great purchase, which took 
dl his ready money. Seeing, now, that th^re was no 
chance of gleaning the father's harvest, he resolved to Isafte 
the family, and. accordingly, one eveniag took bis march 
incognito, leaving the girl a present of twenty pieces of 
gold, inclosed in a copy of verses. 

He proceeded on the road, and met with no person wqt'. 
thy his notice until the following day, when a singidar oc- 
currence happened to him. Passing by a small coppice 
between two hilla, a gentleman, as he supposed, darted out 
upon him, and commanded him to stand and deliver. Ruio- 
bold requested him to have patience, and bo would surren- 
der all his property ; when, putting his hand in his pocket, 
he drew a pistol, and fired at his opponent without the 
shot taking efiect. ** If you are for sport,^ cri^ the other,' 
*' you shall ^ave it !" and instantly shot him slightly in the 
thigh ; and at the same moment drawing his sword, he qui 
Rumbold's reins at one blow ; thus rendering him unable4o 
manage his horse. Rumbold fired his remaining pistol* 
and again missed his adversary, but shot his horse dead. 
Thus dismounted, the gentleman made a thrust at him with 
bis sword, which* missing Rumbold, penetrated his horse, 
and brought them once more upon an equal footing. After 
hard fighting on both sides, our adveniurer threw bis a(l- 
Tersary« bound him hand and (bot, and proceeded to his. 
more inunediate object of riflmf . Upon opening his coat 
he wais amazed to discover that he had been fightjog wiik 
a woman. Raiding her up in his arms, he exclaimed* 
'' Pardon me» most courageous Amazon, for thus rudely - 
diealing with you : it was nothing but ignorance that causoa 
this error; fos« could my dim^sight^ sojal h^ve distis- 
gyished what you warCi the great love apd respect I bear youir 
sez» would have deterred me from contending with you : biot 
I esteem this. ignorance of mine the greatest bappimae, 
since knowledge* in this /^ase, might have deprived iBe <tf 
the opportanity of knowing tbeve could be so m^h y^W 
in a woman. For your sake* I shall,. for ever retain ^ 
very high esteem for the worst of fen^s*." The ^Am^ 
son replied, that this was neitlier a place nor opportunity 
6>r eloquent speeches, but that, if he. felt no reluctance, 
she would conduct him to a more appropriate place; to 
which he readily assented. They entered a dariL wood. 
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and,' foITowing the winding of several obscure passages, ar- 
med at a house upon which, apparently, the sun had not 
l>^en accustonied to shine. A number of servants appeared, 
and bustled about their lady, whose disguise was familiar 
to them ; but they were astonished to see her return oh 
foot, httended by a stranger. 

Being conducted to an elegant apartment, and having 
been refreshed by whatever the house afforded, they became 
rery familiar, andRumbold pressed his companion to relate' 
her history, which, with great frankness, she did in the fol- 
lowing words :— 

*' I cannot. Sir* deny your request, since we seem to 
have formed a friendship which, I hope, will turn out to 
our mutual advantage. I am the daughter of a s word*cutler : 
io my youth my mother would have taught me to handle ^ 
a needle, but my martial spirit gainsaid dl persuasions to 
that purpose. I never could bear to be aniiong the utensilfl 
of the kitchen, but was constantly in my father^s shop, and' 
took wonderful delight in handling the warlike instruments 
he made ; to take a sharp and well-mounted sword in niy 
hand, and brandish it, was my chief recreation. Being 
abont twelve years of age, I studied by every means possi- 
ble, how I might form an acquaintance with a fencing-mafh 
ten Time brought my desires to an accomplishment; for 
such a person came into my father's shop to have a blade 
furbished, and it so happened that there was rtone to answer 
him but myself. Having given him the satisfaction he de- 
sired, tbou^ he did not expect it from me, among other • 
questions IJ^asked him if he was net a professor of the noble 
science of self-defence, which I was pretty sureof from his 
postures, looks, atid expressions. He answered in the affir- 
mative, and I informed him I was glad of the opportunity, 
and begged him to conceal my intention, while I requested 
he would instruct me in the art of fencing. At first, he 
seemed amazed at my proposal ; but, perceiving I was re- 
solved in good earnest, he granted my request, and appoint- 
ed a time which he could conveniently allot to that purpose. 
In a short time I became so expert at back-sword and single 
rapier, that I no longer required his assistance, and my pa- 
rents never once discovered this transaction. 

" I shall wave what exploits I did by the help of my dis- 
guise; and only tell you that, when I reached the age of 
fifleen, an innkeeper married me, and carried me into tlie 
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ooantry. For two years ve Hved peam^Uy and corafortr 
, ably together ; but at length the violent and imperious tem- 
per of my husband called my natural humour into actioQ. 
Once a week we seldom missed a combat, whjch fenerally 
poved very sharp, especially on the head of the poor inn* 
keeper ; the gaping wounds of our discontent were not 
easily salved, and they in a manner became incurable. I 
was not much inclined to love him, because he was a man 
of a mean and dastardly spirit. Being likewise stinted ^a 
cash, my life grew altogether comfortless, and I looked oa 
my condition as insupporlfible, and, as a means of mitigating 
my troubles, I was compelled to adopt the resolution of 
borrowing a purse occasionally^ 1 judged this resolution 
safe enough, if I were not detected in the. very act ; for wkQ 
Qould suspect me to be a robber, wearing abroad man's ap- 
parel, but at home a dress suitable to my sex ? Besides, no 
one could procure better information, or had more frequent 
opportunities than myself; for,. keeping ^n inn, who could 
ascertain what booty their guests carried with them better 
than their landlady i 

** As you can vouch. Sir, I knew myself hot to be desti* 
tute of courage ; what, then, could hinder me from entering 
on such eQt(si;pri8es ? Having thus resolved, I soon providdl 
myself with the necessary habiliments for my scheme, car- 
ried it into immediate execution, and continued with great 
success, never having failed till now. Instead of riding to 
market, or travelling five or six miles about some piece of 
business (the usual pretences wiih which I blinded my 
husband), I would, when out of sight, take the road to the 
house in wi^ich we now are, where I metamorphosed my- 
self, and pr6ceeded to the road ip search of prey. Not 
long since, my husband had one hundred pounds due tQ 
him about twenty miles from home, and appointed a certain 
day for receiving it. Glad I was to hear of this, and in- 
stantly resolved to be revenged on him for all the injuries 
and churlish outrages he had committed against me ; I 
* knew very well the way he went, and understood the time 
lie intended to return. I waylaid him, and had not to wait 
. above three hours, when my lord and master made his 
appearance, whistling with joy at his heavy purse. I soon 
n^ade him change the tune to a more doleful ditty in langien- 
tation of his bad fortune. I permitted him to pass, but 
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toon overtook him, and keeping close by htffi for a mfl^ 
or two, at length I found the coast clear, and, nding up and 
seizing his bridle, presented a pistol to his breast, and, in 
a hoarse voice, demanded his purse, else he was a dead 
man. This imperious don, seeing death before his ht^i 
had nearly sav^d me the trouble by dying without com* 
puldoR ; and so terrified did he appear, that he looked more 
like an apparition than anything human. ^ Sirrah f said 
I, •*bc expeditious ;" but a dead palsy had so seked every 
part of him, that his eyes were incapable of directing his 
hands to bis pockets. I soon reOftlled his spirits by two 
or three sharp blows with the flat of my sword, which 
speedily wakened him, and, with great trembling and sub- 
imsion, he resigned his money. After I had dismounted 
him, I cut his horse's reins and saddle-girths, beat him mosf 
soundly, and dismissed him, saying: *Now, you rogue, I 
am even with you ; have a care, the next time you cftrike 
sr n^oman, (your wife, I mean) for none but such as dars 
not fight a man, wHl lift up his hand against the weatoeif 
tttssel. Now you see what it is to provoke them, for,^if 
once hrritated, ihey are restless till they accomplish their 
revenge to their satisfaction : I have a good mind to end 
your wicked courses with your life, inhuman variet, but 1 
ilm loth^ to be hanged for nothing, I mean for Such a worth- 
less feltow als yoU are. Farewell \ this money shall serve 
me to purchase wine to drink a toast to the confusion of 
all such rascally and mean-spirited things !* — I then left 

him, and » 

. This extraordibary diaracter was about to proceed with 
the narration of her exploits, when the siirvant announced 
the arrival of two gentlemen. Oar heroine left the room, 
and returning with her friends, apologized to our adven- 
turer foi^ the interruption, but hoped he would not find the 
company of her companions disagreeable, whom he soon- 
discovered to be likewise females in disguise. The con- 
versation now became general, and, upon condition of Rum- 
bold stopping all night with them, the Amazon promised 
t6 finish her adventures next day. This accorded with, 
the wishes of Rumbold ; and when they retired to rest, 
he found that the same room was destined for them all. 
His curiosity was, however, overcome by his covetousness ; 
for, rising nearly next morning, and finding all his compa- 
Biotos asleep, he rifled their podLcts of a considerable quan- 
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tt^ of gdhi, tod decamped with great expeditinn^ Ukis duK 
^pointing the reader in the coatinuation of ai imrra^vA al« 
niost incredible from. it$ eiogularity. 

Our adventHrer had frequently observed ^ goldsmith in 
Lombard street, counting large bags of gold, and he becanae 
very desiroua to have a share of Uie glit^ing hoarcL He 
made several unsuccessful attempts ; but having in his ppf- 
session many rings, which be had procured in the way of 
liis profeMon, he (kessed hijnadf in the habit of a conn* 
tryman, attended by a servant, and going to thp goldsmi^i's 
shop, proposed to sell om of these rings. The goldsmith, 
perceiving it to be a diamond of considerable value* and 
from the appearance of Rumbold, supposing be was igno^ 
rant of its real worth, aAer examining it, with eome heBi*> 
tation, estimated its value at ten pounds. To convince 
t|ie countryman tbijit this was ita &11 value, he showed 
him a diamond ring ^ very superior in quality, which h^ 
would sell him for twenty pounds. Rumbokl.took the 
g^smith's ring to compare with his own, and, ttly ae* 
qOiinted with its value, informed him that he had oome tfl^ 
sell, but that it was a matter of small importance to him. 
whether he purchased or sold. He accordingly pulled 
out a purse of gold, and laid down the twenty pounds foi 
the ring. The goldsmith stormed and raged, cryiAg that 
he had cheated bim^ and insisted on having back h§i rinff» 
Bumbold, however, kept hold of his bargain, and replied^ 
that the other had offered him the ring for twenty pounds ; 
\ that he had a witness to his bargain ; there was his money 
and he hoped he would give him a proper exchange for 
his gold. 

The goldsmith^s indignation increasing at the prospe<^ 
of parting with his ring, he carried the matter before a jus- 
tice. Being plaintiff, he began his tale, by informing the. 
magistrate, **^that the coiinn*yman had taken a diamond^ 
ring from him worth a hundred pounds, and would give 
him but twenty pounds ibr it." " Haive a care," replied 
Rumbold, ** for if you charge me with taking a ring irom 
you, which is, in other words, stealing, I shall, vex you. 
more than I have yet done." He then told the magistrate 
the whole story, and produced his servant as a witness tc^ 
the bargain. The goldsmith now became infuriated, ex- 
claiming, that *' he believed the country gentleman and hia 
servant were both i^npostors and cheats !" . Rumbold re- 
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plitd, -'^thatlie #oakldo wdl io take cu>e)iiQl to make ' 
hie caose wors« ; that he wa3 a gentleman of.thjree huQ* 
died poandtf per annum ; and that^ being desirpus to .^ell 9 
ring at its juBt price to the goldsmith, the latter endea- 
voured to cheat lutn, by estimating it far below its vaiUe." 
Hie magistrate, accoi:dingly, decided in favour of our ^di 
venturer, only appointing him to pay the twenty pounds ii^ 
gM, without any exchange. , 

Tlie gold of Lombard street still continuing to attract 
the attention of Rnmbold^ he with longing eyes one day 
traversed that street, attended by a boy whom he had train- 
ed in his service* The boy ran ir^to a shop where they 
were counting a bag of gold, seized a handful, then let it all 
fall upon Ihe counter, and ran off. The servants pursued* 
seized the boy, and charged him with having some of the 
noaey. Rumbold approached to the assistance of the 
boy, insisting that the youth had not stolen a farthing of 
their money, and that the goldsmith should suffer for hie 
audaeity. The goldsmith and Rumbold came to high 
words, and mutual volleys of imprecations were exchanged* 
The latter then inquired what sum he charged the. boy 
with having stolen ? The goldsmith replied that he did not 
know, but the bag originally contained a hundred pounds. 

Upon this, Rumbold insisted that he would wait until 
he saw the money eounted. He tsurried ^bout half an hourr 
and the money was found complete. The goldsmith made 
ad^ apology to Rumbold for the mistake ; but the latter re- 
plied, that as a gentleman, no one should put upon hi«i 
such an affront with impunity. After some strong ex- 
|iressions on both sides, Rumbold took his leave, aseurip^ 
hie antagonist that he should hear ^6m him. The golo- 
smith was arrested the day following, in an action of de-; 
iamation. The bailiff who arrested him, being bribed by 
our adventurer, advised him to compromise the matter ; 
wrgipg, that the gentleman he had injuied was a person of 
quaUty, and if he persisted in the action, it, would expose 
him to severe damages. With some diQiculty the matter 
was settled,, by the goldsmith giving 9uirf>9ld twenty 
pounds in damages. 

A jeweller in Foster Lane next supplied the extrava- 

Snces of Rumbold. He had often disposed of articles for 
at jeweller, who had full confidence in Ru^bold's fidelity.- 
One day, having observed in his shop a veify rich jW^^kj 
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he acquainted the jeweller that he «ould tell it for him. 
Happy at such hifermation he delirered it to Rambo(d« 
who carried it to another jewellei* to have a falae om, ex« 
acUy similar, prepared. He then embraced an opportanity 
to leave the counterfeit jewel with the jeweller's wife, ia 
his absence. Shortly afterwards, he met the jeweller in 
the street, who said he never expected Un have been ao 
used by him, and threatened to bring the matter under tlie 
cognizance of a judge ; but Rumhold retreated to a re- 
mole part of the city. Rumbold was -one day travelBi^ 
in the vicinity of Hackney, when his Attention wasi directed 
towards a house, which he eiurhestly desired to possess. 
He approached the house, knocked at the door, wid in- 
quired if the landlord was at home. He soon appeaiid ; 
when Rumbold politely informed him, that, having been 
highly pleased 'with the appearance of his house, he was 
resolved to have one built' after the same model, and re- 
quested the favour of being permitted to send a tradesman 
to take ite exact dimensions. This favour wis readily 
granted; when our adventurer went to a carpenter, and 
informed him that he wished him to go along with him to 
Hackney to measure a ho«rse^ in order that he might have 
one buiU on a similar construction. They accordingly 
went, and found the gentleman at home, who kindly en- 
tertained Rumbold, while the carpenter took the diineft- 
slons of every part of the house. 

The carpenter, being amply rewarded, was dismissed, 
aid, by the aid of the draught of the house taken by him,. 
Rumbold drew up a lease, with a very great penalty in 
Case plT failuae to fulfil the agreement. Being provided 
with witnesses to the deed, he went and demanded poa-* 
session. The gentleman was surprised, and only smiled 
at the absurdity of the demand. Rumbold commenced a 
law-suit for possession of the house, and his witnesses 
swore to the validity of the deed. The carpenter's evidence 
was also produced, many other circumstances were men* 
tioned to corroborate the fact, and a verdict was obtained 
in favour of Rumbold's claim. But the gentleman deemed 
it proper to pay the penalty rather than to lose his house. 

Rumbold, disguised in the apparel of a person of quality, 

one day waUed on.ti scrivener, and acquainted him that*he 

had immediate occasion for a hundred pounds, which he 

^pod he would be able to raise for him upon ffood security. 
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The scriren^v intiuired who were the securities,, au4 Romr 
hM named two. respectable eULzefijB, whom he knew to be 
at that time in the country ; which satisfying the money- 
lender, he desired our adventurer to call next day. la 
the mean time, ths lender made inquiry after the stability 
of the securities, and found that he had not been imposed 
upon as 10 their r^pectsbility . -Our adventurer agaifi 
waited upon the scrivener, who having agreed to advance 
the sum, Rumbold sent for two of his accomplices whp 
.personated his securities, an4 after a little preliminary 
caution, signed tlie bond for him under their assumed names ; 
ttad, upon Rumbdd's receiving the money, they immed|* 
ately took their leave. The name which Rumbold assumed 
on this occasion was of further service to him ; for it h^p*- 
pened to be that of a gentleman in Surrey, whom he met 
with, after this adventure, at an inn. Having learned 
what time the gentlefman intended to remain in town, and 
the name and situation of his estate, he determined to ren- 
der bis chance meeting of service to him. He, accordingly, 
mgain waited on the same scrivener, and informed him be 
had occasion for another hundred, but did not wish ^> 
trouble any of his friends to become security for such a 
(rifle ; for that, as he possessed a good estate, it might be 
advanced upon his own bond c and that if the scrivener 
couhl spare a servant to ride the length of Surrey, he would 
then learu the eittent of his estate, and be enabled to re^ 
move any scruple whatever. A servant was accordingly 
sent, and directed to go and make inquiry after the propf rty 
of the stranger whom Rumbold had met at the inn. Re- 
turning in a few days, Rumbold found the scriv^er very 
condescending, and prodigal of congra^uhftions upon the 
possession of so pleasant and valuable a property, and said 
be would not have scrupled though the loan, had been for 
a thousand. Rumbold, finding him thus inclined, doubled 
the sum, and^ after giving his own bond for two hundred 
pounds, left the scrivener to seek redress as he best could. 
Rumbold thus supported himself by exercising his inge- 
nuity at the expense of others, and by this means amassed 
a considerable sum. of money. He was not so addicted to 
these bad habits but that he felt an inclination to retire 
from scenes so fraught with^ danger and infamy. For this 
purpose he placed ^bis money in the hands of a private 
banker, with a design of living frugally and con^ortably 
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isipm the kiterest. This banker unfortonatriy fauted, and 
made off with aURnmbdd^a property; to that he waa 
onee more rediiiced'to the neeeesity of having recourse to hia 
bid employ tnent; . 

' The first exploit recorded of Rumbold after hk reappear- 
ance in pubHc, i^ the foUowitig :— He stopped at a tavern. 
Inhere he call6d for a flagbn of beer, which was handed 
him in a silver cup, as was customary at that time. Being 
in a pHvate room and alone, he called for the landlord to 
partake of his noggiil, afnd tliey oontinued together for some 
tin>e, until the kbdlord had occasion to letive him. Soon 
]&fter, he went to the bar, and paid for his beer, while the 
v^ter at the same time went for the cup t missing which, 
he called Rumbold back, and asked him for the cup. '* CupF* 
said Rumbold, ^I left it in the room." A careful search 
was made, but to no effect ; the cup could not be found, 
and the landlord openly accused Rumbold of the thefts He 
willingly permitted liis person to be searched, which proved 
equity unsuccessful ; but the landlord still persisted in main* 
iaining that Rumbold must have it, or at all events, that he 
vr2i8 chargeable with thie loss, and would have ike matter in- 
vestigated by a jtisthse, before whom they immediately went. 
The landlord stated the ease, while Rumbold complained 
loudly of the injury done him by euspicion ; and from his 
never endeavduring to run off when he was called back, 
and submitting so readily to be searched, the justice dis- 
missed him, attd fined the landlord for his rashness. 

Duiing their visit to the justice, somie of Rumbold's asso- 
ciates entered the same inn, where, according to arrange- 
ment, they fou;id the cup fixed under the table with sofi 
wax, and made'off with itwiihout the least suspicion. 

The last i'ecorded adventure of Rumbold was one which 
is now very common in the metropolis. Having observed 
a countryman pretty flush of money, he and hia accomplices 
followed him ; but from Hodge's attention to his pocket, 
they failed in several attempts to pick it. Our practition- 
ers, however, taking a Convenient opportunity and place, 
one of them went before and dropped a letter, while another 
kept close by the countrvraan, and, upon seeing it, cried 
out " See, what is here ?* But, ahhough the countryman 
stopped to take it np, our adventurer was too nimble for 
tkinr; and having it in his hand, observed, *<Here is some- 
what ^se besides a letter."-—" I cry halves," said the 
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e<matryman.— «< Well," •aW Bmoboldi " yoi 94oop^, in- 
deed, as well as I ; but I have it. However^ I will be 
fair with you : let us see what it is, and whether it is 
worth dividing ;" and thereupon broke bpen the letter, i^ 
which was enclosed a chain or necklace of gold. '*.Goq4 
fortune," said Rumbold, ♦* if this be real gald."-j-" How 
shall we know tliat?" Replied the countryman ; *' let us see 
what the letter says.'* which ran as follows :-^ 

** Brother John, 

** I have here sent you back this necklace of gold you 
have sent me, not from any dislike I have to it, but my 
wife is covetous, and would have a bigger. This comes 
not to above seven pounds, and she would have one of ten 
pounds ; therefore, pray get it changed for one of that 
price, and send it by th6 bearer to your loving brother, 

• Jacob THORNtON. 

*' N^t then we have good luck," observed the cheat. 
** But I hope," said he to the countryman, *' you will not 
, expect a full share, for, you know, I found it; and, besidesi 
if one should divide it, I know not how to break it ia 
pieces without injuring it ; therefore, I had rather have 
my share in money."—** Well," said the countryman, " I 
will give you your share in money, provided we divide 
equally."—" That you shall," said Rumbold, •* and. there- 
fore, 1 must have three pounds ten shillings,, the pri^^e in 
iill being, as you see, seven pbunds."*-^* Ay," said the 
eounuryman, thinking to be cunning with our adventurer, 
** it may be worth seven pounds in money, fashion and all ; 
we must, however, net value that, but*onIy the gdd; 
therefore I think three pounds in money are better than; 
half the chain, add so mnch Til give, if youUl Jet me have 
iu"_" Well, I'm contented," said Rumbold : " but then 
you shall give me a pint of wine, over and above." To . 
this the other agreed, and to a tavern ihey went, where the 
bargain was ratified. There Rumbold And the country man i 
quickly disposed of t^o bottles of wine* In the meea 
time, one of Rumbold's companions -entered the inn, in- 
quiring for a certain person who wat B)6t there. Rumbold 
informed the stranger (as he pretended to be) that he w<>ttld 
be there presently, as be had seen him in the street, a|d. 
leqo^t^d himr to come in and wait for him-. Upon thii 
12* 
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the BinngtT Mt to w«it the aritvd of his friend. In a Utile 
time Rumbold proposed to remove into a larger apartment, 
where they commenced playing at cards, to amtiee UieDA-> 
Mlves until the gen^man expected should arrive. 

• Kumbeld and his associate begnu their amttiBement, the 
countryman being a stranger to the gaaM^ After he had 
continued a spectator of the good fortune of our adventurer, 
who in gene^ vanquished the stranger, - the countryman 
was at last prevailed upon to run halves with the fortunate 
gamester. For a while the same good fortune smiled upon 
Uiem, and the stranger, in a rage at his great losses, re- 
fused to proceed. But after a few bottles more were 
emptied, the }ong*expected gentleman never appearing, 
they renewed their amusement; vod fortime deserting 
Rumbold and the countryman who seconded him, in a 
short time the latter found himself without a shilling. 

The Imdlord was then called to assist in drinking the 
money gained, and being informed how they had cheated 
the countryman, was resolved to exert his ingenuity at 
their expense. Meanwhile, several associates of Rumbold« 
who had been respectively employed inr similar adventures, 
entered the room, joined in their conversation, and partici- 
pated in their wine. The landlord was at last requested 
to bring strpper, which was done with great alacrity. The 
bottle continuing to move with considerable rapidity, the 
company were in general intoxicated before they sat down 
to supper. When it was brought in, however, they com- 
menced with great avidity, and soon despatehed a shoulder 
of mutton and two capons t and, under the influence of 
wine, all fell asleep with the dishes before them. 

• The landlord embraced this favourable moment of silence 
to collect all the bones and remnants of the whole day's 
provisions, and divided them upon the plates which were 
upon the table. In a short time, one of them losing his 
balance, embraced the floor, and, by the n6ise of the fall, 
awoke the rest of the drowsy company, who all renewed 
their attacks upon th^ yietusds. *^ How xsome these bones 
beve T' cried one of them ;*' I do not remember that I ate 
any such victuals."*— ** Nor I/' saidlanother; upon which 
the landlord was caUed and interrogated. * **Why, surely, 
gendemen, you hate forgot yourselves;'* said he; ^♦you 
bate slept sound and fair indeed I I believe* yon will forget 
the coitec ^f bmwh ydu'had tbo, that cost m&aix 4ibilitngf 
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oot of ray pocket:***-<< How, brawn!" «akl one; — "A7, 
brawn," answered the landlord ; ^» you had it, and shall pay 
lor it : you'll remember noihiog presently. This is a fine 
drunken bdut, indeed !"— <* So it is," said one of the com- 
' pany ; ** surely, we have been in a dream ; but it signifiee 
nothing, my landlord, you must and shall be paid. Give 
us another dozen bottles, and bring us the bill, that we may 
pay the reckoning we have run up." Thi^ order was 
obeyed, and a bill presented, amounting to seven pounds, 
and every man was called upon to pay his share. The 
countryman shrunk back, wishing to escape ; but one of 
diem pulled him forward, sayhig, *' Come, let us tell noses, 
and every man pay aKke." The countryman desired to 
be exeused, and said his money was all exhausted; they 
therefore agreed that he should be exempted. 

In the morning, the countryman, in order to procure 
money to carry him home^ resolved to sell the chain in his 
possession : he accordingly went to a goldsmith, but, to his 
additional mortification, was informed that, instead of gold, 
it was only brass gilded over. He acquainted the gold- 
emith with the whole matter, who went along with him to 
a justice to obtain a warrant for the apprehension of Rum- 
bold and his essociates ;. but before their arrival, the worthy 
fcnighte of the pistol had prudenUy deeamped with thenr 
spoils. 

Rumbold after this adventure had several narrow escapes ; 
but, continuing bis pefarious courses, he was at length 
detected, tried, condemned, and executed at Tyburn in 
the yeav 1689. 



, THE GOLDEN FARMER. 

This man's real name was William Davis, a native e£ 
North Wales, but he obtained the tide \>f Golden Farmer 
from his custom of paying any considerate sum fn gold. 
He was bom in the year 1626. At anf early period of life 
he removed to Sudbury, in Gloucestershire, where he took 
a farm, mdrried the cbuigbter of a wealthy innkeeper, by 
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whom he had eighteen children, and folkiwed that tn^ 
dustrioas Employ ment mere to diaguise the real eharaoter 
of a robber, which he ausuined without aaapicion for the 
space of forty-two years. He usually robbed alone. One 
day, meeting some stage coaches, he stopped one of them, 
full of ladies, all of whom complied with his demands, ex* 
eept a Quaker, who vowed she had no money, nor anjc-* 
thing Talual^le about her: upon which, fearing lest he 
should lose the booty of the other coaches, he lold her, he 
would go and' see what they could afford htm, and return 
to her again. Having rifled the other three ooacltee, he 
was as good as his word ; and the Quaker* persisting in 
her former statement^ enraged the Farmer to such a de* 
gree, that, seizing her by the shoulder, and employing 
language which it would be hardly proper here to set 
down, he so scared the poor Quaker, as to cause her to 
produce a purse of guineas, a gold watch, and a diamond 
ring. /Whereapon, they parted a^ good friends as when 
they were first introduced to each other. 

Upon another occasion, our desperado met the Duchese 
of Albemarle in her coach, as she was riding over Salts- 
bury Plain; but he encountered greater difficulty in this 
ease than he had contemplated. Before he could assault 
the lady, he was compelled to engage a postilion, the coach- 
man, and two footmen ; but, having disabled them all by 
discharging several pistols, he approached his prey, whom 
he found more refractory than the female Quaker. Per^ 
ceiving another person of quality's coach approaching, with 
a retinue of servants, he was fain to content himself by 
pulling three diamond rings from her fingers by force, 
snatching a rich gold w&tch from her side, and venting a 
portion of abuse upon her obstinate ladyship. 

It was not very long after this exploit, that our adven* 
turer met with Sir Thomas Day, a justice of the peace, 
living at Bristol. They fell into, discourse together, and, 
riding along, the Golden Parmer informed his new acquaint- 
ance, that a little while before, he had narrowly escaped 
■being robbed by a couple of highwaymen, but, luckily, his 
horse having better heels than theirs, he had got clear of 
• them. " Truly," said Sir Thoni^s, " that had been very 
hard : but, nevertheless, as yoii would have been robb^ 
between sun and sun, the oouni^, upon suing it, wocM 
have been obliged to make you[r lese good." Thus, chat* 
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ting together, and c6m!ng to t convenient jilace, the Gold** 
^n Farmer shot Sir Thomases man's horse under him, and, 
compelling him to retire to a distance, presented a pistol to 
the knight's heart, and demanded his money. " I thought, 
shr," said Sir Thomas, ** that you had been an honest man.** 
^ Your worship is mistaken^*' cried the Farmer ; " and if 
you had had any skill in physiognomy^ you might have 
perceived that my countenance is the very picture of ne- 
cessity ; so deliver presently, for I'm in haste." Sir Thomas, 
therefore, being constrained to give him the money he had 
about him, which was about 60/. in gold and silver, the 
other humbly thanked his worship, and told him, that what 
he had parted with was not lost, because he had been 
robbed between sun and sun, and could therefore come 
upon the county. 

One Mir* Hart; a young gentleman of Enfield, who, it 
appears, possessed a good estate, but was not overburden- 
ed with brains, riding one day over Finchley Common, 
wtiere the Golden Farmer had been for some hours bunt- 
ingfor prey, was met by him, and saluted with a smart 
slap with the fiat of his drawn hanger lipon his shoulders: 
**A plague on you !" said the farmer ; " how slow you are, 
fto make a man watt upon you all the mornitig : come, de^ 
liver what yon have, and go to the devil for orders !" The 
young gientleman, rather surprised at this novel greeting, 
began to make several excuses, saying, he had no money 
about him : but his incredulous antagonist took the liberty 
of searching him i and, finding about liim above a hundred 
guineas, he bestowed upon him tw^ or three farther slaps 
on the shouldei^, telling him, at^ the same ume, not to give 
his mind to lying in future, when an honest gentleman re- 
quired a small gratuhy from hinr. 

Another time, thn notorious robber having paid his land- 
lord about 60/* for rent, the ktter, going home with it, was 
accosted by his goodly tenant in disguise, who, bidding him 
etand, said : — ** Come, Mr. Gravity, deliver what you have 
In a trice !'* The old gentleman, fetching a deep sigh, to 
the hazard of displacing several buttons from his waistcoat* 
told him, that he had not above two shillings about him, 
and hoped, tlierefore, he was more a gentleman than to take 
so small a matter from a poor man. '*I have no faith,'* 
replied the Farmer; •* for you seem, by your habit, to be 
a tiMn of better eiroinistances than you pretand ; therefore, 
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open yotir budget* or 1 1 hall £ill foul of ybu.*" }* Dear stt,** 
cried the landlord, '* 70a ean't be so barbarous to an old 
man ? What ! have you fio religion, pity, or oompatsioii 
in you ? Have you no conboienee ? Have you no respect 
for your body or soul ?*' '' Don't talk of age er b^arity 
to me," said the tenant, ^Ibr I show neither pity nor con* 
passion to any body. Talk of oonacience to me I I hai% 
no more of that dull eommedity than you have ; therefore, 
deliver everything you have about you, before this pistol 
makes you repent your obstinacy.*' The landlord being 
thus threatened, delivered his money, without receiving a 
receipt for it, aUboogh bo had given one to the Farmer. 

An old grazier at Putney Heath was the next victim to 
the avaricious fasmer. Having accosted him en the road^ 
be informed him, that there were some suspicious persons 
behind them, whom he suspected t^ be highwaymen; 
and, if that should be the ease, he begged that he would 
conceal ten guineas for him, which would be safer with 
him, from the meanness of his apparel. He -accepted the 
eharge, and said, thai as he himself had, fifty guineas bound 
in the lappet of his fhirt, he would deposit them -along 
with his own. In a short time the farmer said : — ^'^ It does 
not appear that any person will run the risk of his neck 
by robbing you lo-day; it will, thefefore, be as well thai I 
do so myself." Without any further preamble, therefore, 
he demanded of him, instead of delivering op his purse, to 
cut off the lappet of his shirt ; but, declining to comply 
with his request, the farmer put himself to the trouble of 
lightening the fore-gaitment of the frazier. 

Squire Broughton, a gentlemen of the Middle Temple* 
was the succeeding prey of the Golden Farmer. Happen* 
ing to meet at an inn upon the road, the Farmer pretended 
40 be on his way to the capital, eoneeming an offence thai 
« neighbouring Farmer had committed against him, by ah> 
lowing his cattle to break into hia grounds. Meanwhile, 
he requested that squire Broughton would recommend 
him to an expert and faithful agent to conduct his cauae. 
Like every other lawyer, Broughton was desirous to have 
him for a client, and proceeded to explain the nature of 
his cause. Having spent the night at the inn, they pro- 
ceeded next morning on their journey, when the Farmer 
addressed the counsellor, saying, ** Pray, sir, what is 
meant by troyer and conversion in the: law of England !" 
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He replied, thai U sigdiied, in ovrcomnoB l«w, an aetimi 
which ond man hat agamst another, who, haviag found 
any of hn gocKis, refuses to delirer them up on de^od, 
and perhaps converts ttiJBm to bis own use. 

The^ Golden Farmer, being now at a place convenient 
f<fr his purpose, "Very well, iben, sir," said be, <* should 
f fiwl any money about you, and convert it to my use, 
ll is only aetionabtev I find.'* ^ That is a robbery,'' said 
tbe barrister^ ** which requires no less a satisfaction than a 
man's life.*' *• A robbery I" replied the Golden Farmer; 
^ why^ then, 1-must commit one in my time :" and pre- 
eenting his pistol, he instantly demanded his money or hie 
life. Surprised at his client's rough b^aviour, the lawyer 
began to remonslmte in strong terms upon the impropriety 
of his eottdoct; urging, that it wae both contrary to law and 
to conseience, ^ Hi9 eloquent pleading, however, made no 
mpreeeion upon the mkid of the Farmer, who, putting a 
pbtol to hiii breast, compelled the lawyer to deliver his 
iiioney^ amounting to the sum of 40/; «ome large pieces of 
^ gold, and -a gold wsichw 

One day, accosting a tinker «pon the road, whom he 
knew to have 7/. or 8/. upon him, he said, " Well, brother 
tinker, yon seem to be very decent, for your life is a con- 
tinual pilgrimage, and, in humility you go almost bare-footed, 
making necessity a virtue." "Ay, master," replied the 
tinker, " necessity compels when the devil drives, and, had 
you no more than T, you wouUddo the same." ^'That 
might be," replied the Farmer, " and I suppose you march 
all over England*" " Yes," said the tinker, ♦* I go a great 
deal of ground, but^not so much as you ride." " Be thie 
as it will, I suppose your donvevsation is unblameable, be« 
cmiee you are continually mending." " I wish," replied 
the tinker, *^ that as much could be said in eommendation 
of 3rour character*" The Farmer replied, tiat he was not 
like htm, who would rather steal than beg, in defiance of 
whips or imprisonment. Determined to have the last 
word of the Farmer, the tinker rejoined, " I woiild have 
you to know, that I take a great deal of pains for a livelt- 
hood." The Farmer, equally loquaei(H», replied, " I know 
diat you are such an enemy to icMeness, that, rather than 
want work, you will make three flholes in mending one." 
** That may bot" said the honest tinker, '' but I begin to 
wish that tlieie were a gfeater distance btfitween us, as I 
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do neither lete j^wt oeovefliatieii nor appeanuice/* ^1 
am equally ready lo aajr tbe same of yow ; for, though yo« 
are entertained in erery place, yet you are seklem per* 
mitted to enter the door of any dvelling." The tinker 
repeated hia ttrong auepioione of this Farmer. *^ Nor shall 
il be without cause !*' excliMied he ; ^' therefore^ open yoar 
wallet, and deliver the money that ia there." Here iheif 
dialogue being about to elose, the. tinker entreated, that he 
would not rob him, as he was above a hundred miles from; 
home ; but the Golden Farmer, being indifferent to aii the 
consequences of the loss of the other's property, seized^ 
both his wallet and his money,. and Mi the poor tinker to- 
renew his jowmey end hie toils. 

This famous highwayman had only a iew more acts of 
violence to perform. Hit aetbns and eharacler beings now 
universally known,. mahy a hue*and-Qiy was sent after 
him, and conspired to his overthrow. He was seized aad 
imprisoned, tried, and condemned* He spent hie time In 
prison in the eame merry way in which his former life had 
been passed, and a violent death terminated his wicked 
course OB the 30tb December 1669. 



NAN HERFORD. 

Ths natural interest which we take in the history and 
character of the female sex, renders their actions more aa 
object of curiosity when out of the 6ommon« path. Nan 
was descended of honest pereats, who both died when ebe 
was about seventeen years old. She then came to London, 
and served in A family for six months. It was her misfor* 
tone to fall in with bad company, who seduced her. from 
the path of edteiety and, honesty, and led her to that course 
of life which has been fotal to meny, and was in tbeen4 
destructive to herself. 

One instance of her cunning and address may suffice for 
an example. Her ingenuity enabled her to devise means 
by which she always Speared .genteely dressed, and so 
saved appeiurances. ' She took livings iu*King'jBistreet, 
and entertained, an old woman .an her .e^omplke, hecimad 
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1^ C!Oald not execute her pMs herself. After mature re- 
flection, they directed their attack upon a rich apothecary 
in the neighbourhood. Nan remained close at home^ while 
the old womaui was s^t on m^y an errand to the apothe- ' 
cary^s shop. Being a constant customer, out of civility, 
he became familiar with the good woman. 

G«e day, in a pleasing accent, she asked him, *' Why 
be did hot marry ?" The miser replied, ** That the times 
wore hard, trading dead, and house-keeping expensive." 
*^ That's true, man r but a rich wife, man, would make 
. amends for all this.'' " A good one, and a rich one, too !" 
cried he, '* would be 9^ brave thing indoed, I must confess, 
I should be glad to embrace such an opportunity of chang- 
ing my condition." She insinuated, that such a fortune 
night be procured. Curiosity being excited, she left him, 
eager to embrace the first opportunity of a farther conver- 
sation. At her own time, she informed him, that there 
was a niece of a wealthy citizen, who had 3000/. in her 
uncle's hands, to be p^id at her marriage,v and that, as she 
was once a nurse in the family, the young lady occasion- 
ally called upon her, and that every time the poor girl called, 
she was lamenting the harsh usage of her uncle, and wishing 
that some good gentleman would free her from his unpleas- 
ant hands. The apothecary was charmed wkh her narra- 
tive, and engaged her to do all in her power for him. 

To proceed with certainty and caution, he took a note 
of the names of the uncle and niece, and, upon iryjuiry, 
found that she had given a true representation. He was 
now all anxiety, and, to heighten his impatience, the 
woman did not visit his shop for some days. She at length 
appeared, and, with no small degree of seeming reluctance, 
promised to introduce him. Nan was all modesty, all 
blushes, all diffidence ; insomuch that she would have im- 
posed upon one whose senses were not confounded, and 
whose eyes were, less dazzled with the contemplation of 
2000/. Their interview was short, lest hef uncle should 
discover that she had been from home. 

The cold apothecary was now all flame, and ready to 
kneel before the old woman and the young heiress, in or- 
der to gain his object: but the former now ventured to 
bint# that as she was poor, it w«b reasonable she should 
have ^ome return for her trouble. A hint was only neces- 
sary in such an hiur, and a bond was immediately exe- 
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cuted, agreeing to give her 100/. <m die Iwppf ^y in ^ 
married to the ridi heiress. 

He was soon faroared widi ano^ier meeting, and to 
both parties it seemed better not to delay matters too loag. 
The young lady consented to marry him, and, as she had 
been always kept so short of money and clo^s by her 
uncle, and coald not, on the present occasien, reqaist an 
advance, lest it shoold create suspicion, she therefore hint- 
ed, it would be necessary to have money, that she might 
appear like his wife. ** My fortune may be demanded,** 
said she, ** when we are married ; and it is best not to 
trouble the old man until alMs secure." Her scheme sve- 
ceeded, and 250/. were instantly brought, and more offered. 

Both the old and young lady changed their lodging, and, 
after three day's matrimony, the apothecary dressed him- 
seVf as he was appareled, upon his wedding-^ay, and hast- 
ened to the uncle, to demand his wife and her fortune. 
The coach drove to the door^ and, being introduced to the 
Uncle, he, in an imperious tone, said, ** He was come to 
demand his wife.*' ** I know nothing of your wife, nor 
you either, and desire, therefore, you would explain 3rour 
meaning.*' ** I mean your niece, sir, who is my bwfal 
wife." •* Your wife, man ! since how long, pray ?" The 
apothecary mentioned the day and the circumstances, in 
order to convince him of the truth of his statement. The 
uncle told him, that his niece was not out of his house 
upon that day, and he could not comprehend his meaning. 
They came u> high words, and the apothecary continuing 
positive and serious, the old man at last suspected that he 
was imposed upon. Accordingly, he asked him, if he 
would know his wife when he saw her ? ^*1 should be 
glad if you would try me. The niece came. ".This is 
none of my wife." '' But this is my niece, though, and 
all the nieces I have in the worid, too." They were both 
astonitfhed, and the young lady equally so, toliear herself 
named a wife without any previous knowledge of the why 
or wherefore. 

. The uncle then said, ** Sir, I perceive that there has been 
some deception in this matter : relate the whole cireum* 
stances, that we may be able to judge of the ease." It 
was done, and the oonspiraev disclosed, h only reHASin* 
ed to ezereise patience, and, either .by parsimony, or by 
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Ufing an additional price upon bis medidncs^ to redeem 
bis losses. 

Afi^r ih}8f Nan became enamoured of a player^ who 
consented to reside with her. To support their extrava- 
gancies, she visited the shops, and he the highways. It 
was fortunate for society that his first robbery proved his 
last: he wati. apprehended ^nd hanged. Nan, however, 
continued her business during the space of six years, in 
which time it was supposed that she stole goods to the amount 
of 4000/. But while Nan visited a linendraper's in a chair, 
with two or three footmen attending, he was so uncivil as 
to detect her in removing a piece of muslin from his shop. 
Before her trial, she ofiered a hundred guineas to her ad- 
versary not to appear against her : but he remained deter- 
mined in his resolution. During her confinement, she,atr 
tempted to set fire to Newgate, but, being unsuccessful, 
was fettered and handcuffed. She was executed before the 
prison on the 22qd December 1690, and her body was 
aferwards given to the surgeons. 



JACK BIRD. 

Jack Bird was born of industrious and honest parentSt 
and received an education suitable to their circumsianres* 
He was bound an apprentice to a bakcr» served three years, 
then ran away from his master, we at to London, and en- 
listed in the Foot Guards. While in the army, he served 
at the memorahle siege of Maestriclit, under ttie command 
of the Duke of Monmouth, the general of the English 
forces in the Low Countries. 

His natural avarice and restless disposition excited him 
to desert his colours, and, flying to Amsterdam, he began 
his career by stealing a piece of silk. He was detected in 
the act, and carried before a magistrate. The evidence 
^^inet hira being unquestionable, he was committed to X\m 
rasp-house, and doomed to hard labour, such as rasping 
log-wood, and other drudgeries, during the space of twelve 
months. Unaccustomed to hard labour, J^k fainted un-* 
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der the panishment, but to no purpose, m his taskmastei^ 
imputed it to indolence. To cure this distemper, hechain- 
ed him to the bottom of a cistern by one foot, and several 
cocks at once beginning to poor in their streams upon him, 
he was obliged to pump for his life. The cistern was 
much higher than he, so that if the water had not been 
quickly discharged, he would have been droned, without 
either relief or pity. This discipline being limited to the 
space of one hour. Jack vanquished the various floods 
which threatened to overwhelm him, and was accordingly 
relieved. The experience, however, of that hour rendered 
his labour sweet during the remainder of the year. 

Upon the expiration of that period, he took leave of a 
country where he had been so speedily detected and so se- 
verely punished, and returned to England to prosecute his 
adventures upon the highway. Disdaining the mean em- 
plojrment of a footpad, he stole a horse, provided himself 
with six good pistols' and a broadsword, and, in the dres? 
and character of a gentleman, commenced his campaign. 
In three or four robberies fortune was auspicious^, and 
seemed to offer a plentiful harvest to gratify his avarice, 
and to nourish his extravagance : but, like many before 
him, he soon eitperienced her fluctuating disposition. On 
the road between Gravesend and Chatham^ Birdanet with 
one Joseph Pinnis, a pilot at. Dover, who had been to Lon- 
don receiving 10/. or 12/. for conducting a Dutch ship up 
the river. He had lost both his hands in an engagement, 
so that when Bird accosted him in the common language 
of his profession, the old tar replied, " You see, sir, that I 
have never a hand, so that 1 am not able tp take my money 
out of my pocket myself. Be so kind, therefore, as to 
take the trouble of searching me." Jack complied with his 
reasonable demand, and began to examine the contents of 
the pilot's purse. Meanwhile, tl^ furious tar suddenly 
clasped his arms about Jack, and, spurring his own horse 
drew our adventurer off his, then falling directly upon him, 
he kept him down, beating him most unmercifully with 
his shod stumps. During the scuffle, son^e passengers ap- 
proached, and, inquiring the cause, Pinnis related the par* 
ticulars, and requested them to supply his place, and give 
the ruffian a little more of the same oil to his bones, adding, 
that he was almost out of breath with what he had done 
already. Informed of the whole mader, the passengers* 
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apppfehended him, and etrried hian beiore a magistrate, 
who committed him to Maidstoae jail, where he co^timied 
mKiL the aseiaes, and then was tri^ and condemned. 

He, howerei*, had the good fortune to obtain a pardon, 
and afterwards his liberty. The affront of being so C6^^ 
pletely bufieted by a man without hands, made such an io- 
ptession npen Bird's mind, that he resolved to abandon an 
employment which had been so dangerous and so dis- 
graceAil to him. B«t the want of an occupation by which 
to supply his necessities, again compelled him to the high* 
way. 

The first that he encountered wa^ a Welsh droTer. The 
iellow, being equal in strength and courage- 1# the pilot, 
began Do lily about him with a large quatter*st^. Jack, 
perceiving the boldness of the Welshman, fled out of the 
reach of bis staff, and said, ** I have been taken in once by 
a villain of a tar without hands, and ibr that trick, I shall 
not venture my carcass within the reach of one that has 
faandst for fear of something worse.'* Meanwhile, he 
pulled out a pistol, and shot him througli the head. In 
examining his purse, be found only eighteen pence. Jack, 
with laconic indifference, observed, ** This is a prize worth 
killing a man for at any time^" and rode off without the 
least remorse. 

At another time, Bird met with Poor Robin, the alma- 
nack maker ; and, as he exacted ccmtributions from the 
poor when the rich were not at hand, the poor astrologer 
was commanded to halt and surrender. As this was the 
first time that Robin had heard such language, and he had 
received no intelligence of the arrival of Bird from the stars, 
he stood and star^ as if he had been planet-struck. In- 
formed that Bird was in real earnest, Robin pleaded his po-* 
verty. "That," said Jack, "is a common, thread-bare 
excuse, and will not save your bacon." " But," said the 
star-gazer, " ray name is Poor Robin ; I am the author of 
those almanacks that come out yearly in my name, and I 
have canonized a great many gentlemen of your profession : 
look in my calendar for thdr names, and let this be my pro- 
tection." But all in vain; Bird ransacked his pockets, 
and from thence extracted the large sum of fifteen shil- 
lings, took a new hat from his head, and requested him, 
since he had now given him cause, to canonize him like- 
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wise, which Robin engaged to do as soon as he had sufc 
iered martyrdom at Tyburn. 

Emboldened by success, Jack procured n good horse. 
Slid resolved to perform something worthy of thfe honour 
that awaited him ; and fortune soon presented a faroura- 

ble opportunity. The Earl of and his chaplain 

were riding along in a coach, attended by two servants*^ 
Bird advanced ; ** Stand and deliver !" was his laconic ad- 
dress. His lordship informed him, that he was very little 
anxious about the small sum he had upon him ; " But 
then," said he, '* I hope that you will fight for it." Jack 
then pulled out a brace of pistols, and let fly a volley of 
imprecatiofte. " Don't put yourself into any passion, 
friend," s^id the Earl, ** but lay down your pistols, and I 
will beat you fairly for all the money I ' have against no- 
thing." " That's an honourable challenge, my Lord,'* ex- 
claimed Jack, " provided that none of your servants be 
near us." His- Lordship then commanded them to keep 
at a distance. The t^haplain, however, could not bear the 
thought of the Earl fighting while he was an idle specta- 
tor, and requested the honour of espousing his master's 
cause. Matters were arranged : the divine in a minute 
went to blows with Jack : but the latter, who once had 
the misfortune to be deprived of his liberty, and exposed 
to the danger of his neck, by an old tar without hands, 
was now determined lo retrieve his lost honour : and in 
less than a quarter of an hour, he beat the chaplain in such 
a manner, that he had only breath remaining to utter the 
words, "FU fight no mofe." Emboldened by victory, 
Jack said to his Lordship, ** that now, if he pleased he 
"would take a turn with him." " By no means," cried the 
Earl, *' for if you beat my chaplain, you will beat me, he 
and I having tried our manhood before." Then giving our 
'^liero a reward of twenty guineas, he rode off with his-van- 
' quished chaplain, well pleased that his own hide was safe. 

Continuing his wicked courses. Bird one day, in com- 
pany with a woman of easy virtue, knocked down and 
robbed a man between Drury4ane and the strand. Bird 
escaped, but the woman was seized,.and Committed to New- 
gate. Bird went to visit her in prison, in the hope of ac- 
commodating mattets with the prosecutor, but was seized 
upon suspicion of being an accomplice, and tried for *that 
crime. Upon this trial be confessed the fact ; the woman 
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vas libehitedy and h% sufiibred the jast punishment of his 
deeds on the 12th of March 1690, being at that time forty- 
two 3rears of age. 



THE LIFE OF OLD MOB. 

Thomas Simpson, or, a3 he was usually called. Old 
Mob, was born at Ramsay, in Hampshire^ and continued to 
reside there as his only home until he had five children 
and some grandchildren. As there is no record of his edu- 
cation, which appears to have been greatly neglected, his 
adventures upon the road shall be related in order of tinae. 

One day, near Exeter, he met with Sir Bartholomitw 
Shower, whom he imnyediately required to deliver his mo- 
ney. Sir Bartholomew obeyed. Old Mob, however, ex- 
amining his prey, told him that this was not sufficient to 
" answer his present pressing necessities ; " therefore, sir," 
said he, " as you are my banker in general, you must in- 
stantly draw a bill upon some one in Exeter for a hundred 
and fifty pounds, and remain in the next field as security 
for the payment, until I have received it." The good 
knight wished to be excused, professing that he knew no 
one in Exeter who would pay such a sum on demand. > But 
excuses were vain : Old Mob held a pistol to his breast 
until he complied, and drew upon a rich goldsmith. 

Having received the note, he made the knight dismount, 
cut the bridle and girths of the horse, and turned him off, 
while he bound Sir Bartholomew hand and foot, and left 
him under a hedge. The goldsmith knew the handwriting, 
and paid the money. Old Mob, having received the sum, 
returned to the knight, saying, ** Sir, I am come with a 
habeas corpus to remove you out of your present captivity ;" 
which he did, leaving him to walk home, a distance of 
three miles. 

. One day old Mob quarrelled with a woman in the neigh- 
bourhood, and, in ajrage, questioned her virtue. Her hus- 
band resented the i^ront ; and an action commenced ia a 
spiritual court against Old Mob, which cost him a consi- 
derable sum. They who have enjeyed the experience well 
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know that apiritaal coorts are not lee* fitigioua and BXf&a^ 
aive than ciYil courts. 

Not long after, however, Mob met with the proctor wh« 
had agented the plea against him, and had extracted from 
his purse a considerable sum. He instantly 'knew him ; 
but, being well disguised, Mob was not recognized by the 
Other. He demanded his purse : the lawyer began to be 
eloquent in framing excuses ; but Mob reiterated his threat- 
enings, and the purse appeared, laden with fifteen guineas. 
As the proctor was about to draw fliem from thence, Mob 
insisted upon having the fine silk purse also. The proc- 
tor told him ih'di it was given him by a particular friend, 
and that he proniis^ed to keep it all his life ; upon whioii 
Old Mob replied^ *' Suppose that you had a process against 
me, and wcro lo come to me for your fees; if I had no 
moiiey, or anything of value but was given to roe by a 
friend, would you lake it for payment, if I told you that I 
had promifieij to keep it as long as I lived ?" — '* No, sir.*' 
" Stay ibere ; 1 Inve that people should do as they would 
he ilcinH iinN>, VVhat business had you to promise a thing 
you were not sure of performing ? Am I to be accountable 
for your vows ?" The poor lawyer saw that if he insisted 
upon dividing the purse and the gold, his own body and 
soul might be separated, presented them to Old Mob. 

John Gadbury had also the misfortune to fail in with 
Old Mob. Though this man was ati astrologer, yet his 
knowledge of the stars could not prevent his own misfor- 
tune. Poor John trembled when his money was demand- 
ed, and turned as pale as death, pretending that he had 
none. Old Mob, after bantering him, and telling him that 
he could never want money, as he had the twelve constel- 
lations always rented to stationers, informed him that his 
pistol would have his money, in spite of all the stars in 
the firmament. Dreading that the effect of a pistol would 
be i^ore violent and sudden than any of the disastrous stars, 
he surrendered a bag containing about nine pounds in gold 
and silver. 

The next adventure of Old Mob was an attack on the 
siage-coach from Bath, in which only one lady was pas- 
senger. When he stopped the coachman, approached the 
QOacii, and demanded the lady's money, she replied that 
she was a poor widow wlio bad just lost her husband, and 
hoped that he would have compassion aponJien ,^ And is 
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the losing of yoar husband any argument why I should 
lose my booty ? Your tears, madam, cannot move me ; 
for I remember the old proverb — * The end of a husband 
is a widow's tears, and the end of those tears another hus^ 
*and.' " 

The disconsolate widow made strong encomiums upon 
the virtues of her departed husband, with strong asseve- 
rations that none should ever succeed him in her affections. 
Old Mob did not believe one half consistent with truth, and, 
unwilling to be detained from another adventure, became 
positive with her; upon which she pulled out a purse with 
forty guineas, and presented it to him. 

Scarcely had he departed from this wiilow, when he met 
with the famous Lincoln's-inn-fields mounlebEinkt Cornelius 
a Tilburgh, going to a stage at Wells. Mob demanded his 
money in a very rough tone. The poor quack prtilend^ 
that he himself was a son of necessity* Mob tofd him he 
had more wit than to believe a raounlebaiik, whose occu- 
pation was lying : ** You get your money m e:isy as I get 
mine, and it is only fulfilling the proverb, * li^btly come, 
lightly go ;' besides, doctor, the next market-dsry will refund 
all ; and you may excite compassion by informing them 
that you were robbed of your all in coining to exercise 
your benevolence towards them." 

The doctor could scarce refrain from laughing at the 
smart strictures of Mob upon his profession ; but unwilling 
to part with the bird he had in hand, he began to read him f 
a lecture on morality, and to remonstrate upon the iniquity 
of Ris conduct, reminding him that the money he thus took, 
might be the ruin of whole families, and constrain many 
to employ improper ih'eans to regain what they had lost in 
this manner ; " therefore," said hcf ** you are answerable 
for their sin." ** What," replied Old Mob, '* this is the 
devil reproving sin, with a witness ! Can I ruin more 
people than you, dear Mr. Theaphrastus Bombasustus ! 
You are scrupulously conscientious, indeed, to tell me of 
ruining people ! I only take their money, you their lives ! 
You with impunity, I at the risk of my own ! You have 
made more Mind than the small-pox, more deaf than the 
cataracts of the Nile, and destroyed more than the pesti- 
lence! Unless, doctor, you have a specific against the in* 
fluence of powder and lead, it is in vain to trifle with me ; 
deliver your money." The quack still delaying, Old Mo|b 
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teized & portmanteau firora his hone, and pultin^ H vpoft 
his own, took his leave. Arriving at a convenient place to 
examine the contents, he found fifty-two pounds in money, 
and a large golden medal, besides ail the do<stor's instru- 
ments and implements of quackery. For the hst, however. 
Mob could find few buyers. 

At another time« Old Mob met with the Duchess ol 
Portsmouth, between Newmarket and London. He stop- 
ped the coach, and demanded her money. Accustomed to 
command a monarch, she could not conceive how a mean- 
looking fellow should talk in this style. Upon this, she 
briskly demanded if he knew who she was ? ** Ves, 
madam, 1 know you to be the greatest harlot in the king- 
dom, and maintained at the public expense ! I know that 
all the courtiers depend upon youf smiles, and that even 
the king is your slave ! But what of all that ? A gentleman 
collecter upon the road is a greater man, and more absolute 
than bis majesty is at court. You may now say, madam, 
that a single highwayman has exercised his authority where 
Charles II. of England has often begged a favour." 

Her grace Continued to gaze at him with a lofty air, and 
told him that he was a very insolent fellow ; that she would 
give him nothing ; and that he should certainly suffer for his 
insolence ; adding, " touch me if you dare !" " Madami,*" 
answered Mob, '* that haughty French spirit will do you 
no good here : I am an English freebooter, and I insist upon 
iU as my native right, to seize all foreign commodities. 
Your money is indeed English, but it is forfeited, at being 
the fruit of English folly. All you have is confiscated^ as 
being bestowed upon one so worthless. I am king^here, 
madam ! I have use for money as well as he ! The publie 
pay for his follies, and so they must for mine !" Mob im- 
mediately attacked her, but she cried fur quarter, and de- 
livered him two hundred pounds, a very rich necklace, 
which her royal paramour had lately given her, a gold 
watch, and two diamond rings^ 

Abingdon market was in general well stored with coni^ 
and Old Mob being one day there, fell into conversation 
with a forestaller of grain. Being in possession of a con* 
siderable sum of money, he contrived a plan to have a share 
of the profits acquired by that extensive dealer. He pre- 
tended to have come from London to purehase corn ; Mid 
desiring to see a sample, seemed satisfied with the quality. 
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aad (iMDibded the prieel Old Mob instantly made a puiw 
dbase, paid ihe money, and sent the corn to a place where 
he (M>ld it for his own monef . Careful to ascertain the 
time when the corn-dealer was to leave town, and the road 
he was to take, he Was scarcely two miles from the place 
when Mob approached him, put a pistol to his breast, de- 
manded the money which he had lent him, and whatever 
more he had about him, as interest for the loan. The 
countryman was not a little surprised to hear such language 
&om his late companion, and asked him if it was just to 
^take away both goods and money. ** Justice !" exclaimed 
Old Mob, *' how have you the impudence to talk of justice, 
frho rob the poor of their food, and rejoice at the misery 
<rf your fellow-creatures, because you acquire your wealth 
upon the ruins of the nation ? Can any man in the world 
be more unjust than an engrosser of com, who buys up the 
produce of the country, and pretends a scarcity in tim&s of 
l^enty, only to increase his own substance, and leaves be- 
hind him abundance of ill-gotten wealth ? Such vermin as 
you are unfit to live upon the earth ! Talk no more of jus* 
tice to me ; deliver up your money, or I shall do the world 
so much justice asto send you out of it !" The countryman 
hereupon found it necessary to deliver up the large sum of 
money which he had about him ; and Old Mob rode home 
U|[hly gratified with his exploit. * 

Sir John Jefiferies was the next to supply the wants of 
our adventurer ; who first disabled two servants, and then 
advancing to the coach, demanded his lordship's money. 
Jefiferies, by his croelties exhibited in the western assizes, 
had rendered himself sufficiently infamous, and supposing 
that his name would carry terror, he informed Old Mob of 
the quality of the person whom he had accosted in so rude 
a manner. •• I am happy," said he, ** in having an oppor- 
tunity of being revenged of you, for lately putting me in fear 
of my life. I might," added he, ^* deliver you over to trial 
for putting me in dread of death ; but shall compound the 
matter with the money you have in your coach." 

The judge began to expostulate with him upon the danger 
to which he exposed both soul and body by such crimes, 
reminding him, that if he believed there was a providence 
which governed the world, he might expect to oieet with 
jnrtice as the reward of his iniquities. ^'Wlien justice has 
j(»vertaken us both,'* said Old Mob, ** I hope to stand as 
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good a chance as your lordship, who have written your 
name in indelible- characters of^blood, and deprived many 
thousands of their lives for «o other reason than their ap- 
pearance in defence of their just rights and liberties. It is 
enough for you to preach morality upon the bench, when 
no person can venture to contradict you ; but your lesson can 
have no effect upon me. I know you well enough to per- 
ceive that they are only lavished upon me to save your ill- 
gotten wealth." Then thundering forth a volley of oaths, 
. and presenting a pistol to his breast, he threatened the judge 
with instant death, luiless he surrendered his cash. Per- 
ceiving that his authority was of no coixseqUence to him 
upon the road, Jefferies delivered his money, amounting to 
fifty-six guineas. 

The only person with whpm Old Mob ever acted in con- 
cert, was the Golden Farmer. Two of their adventures 
may be selected. Having rendered themselves conspicuoQs 
upon the highway, and, by their frequent depredations, ex- 
posed themselves to the danger of detection* they resolved 
to repose themselves in the capital, and to employ their in- 
genuity, as they had now no occasion to exercise their 
strength. Their first object was to learn the scanners and 
habits of the citizens, in order to impose upon them in their 
own way. They who are acquainted with London, know 
that all is hurry and bustle ; that the greater part are employ- 
ed in business ; and that if a man dresses well, and for a 
while makes regular payments, he may obtain credit to a 
great amount. Even so it was- at the period in wlwch.our 
adventurers flourished. They accordingly commenced os- 
tensibly as merchants. Th6y took a large handsome house, 
hired several servants, and commenced business upon a 
large scale. The Golden Farmer selected that of a chand- 
ler, he being in some measure acquainted with that line of 
business. Old Mob took up his residence near the Tower, 
and Qommenced Dutch trader; for having been in that coun- 
try when a boy, he had learned a little of the language, and 
knew ihe commodities that were usually exported from that 
quarter. These f wo passed for near relations, of the name 
of Bryan, and said that they were north country men. , 

With singular activity they inquired after goods in their 
respective circles, purchased all that came in tlieir way, 
ejitb^r paying ready money, or drawing upon each ^qiher 
for oi^e or two days, which draughts were always regularly 
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hoiKMKed. They dij»pOMd of their goods at tbo lowcat 
prices, aad thus kept s constant tide of neady money ; and 
their customers being perfectly satisfied, their characi«jrs 
were completely est^sbed. 

Perceiving their pian ripe foit eaiecution^ they ordeied 
an immense quantity of g^ds upon a certain <lay, drew 
upon each other for the payment, immediately sold the 
goods at reduced prices to their qsual purchasers, under 
the pretence that they had a targe . sum of money to 
make up, and the next day left town with the sum of 
16301. the produce of three montlis* business. The 
reader may easily conqeive what were the feelings and 
chagrin of the different merchants, when, on the day pf 
payment, it was discovered, that the two extensive dealers 
and punctual payei-s had both disappeared. 

For some time Old Mob and the Golden Farmer had re- 
course to their former employment upon the highway, 
until' new dangers constrained them to think of another 
dexterous adventure l^y which to recruit their stores. 
There wdre two wealthy jewellers, brothers, the one 
living in London, and the other in Bristol. Old Mob 
and the Gulden Farmer were minutely acquainted with 
the history of both brothers. These deceitful rogues kne%^ 
that the jewellers were weak and sickly, which would ob«> 
tain easy credit to a report of their death. Under this 
conviction they formed their plan, and wrote the following 
letter to each brother, pnly varying the name and place, 
according to circumstances ; 

'< DEAR BROTHER, Mdrch 26, 1686. 

" This comes to bring you the sorrowful news; that you 
have lost the best of brothers, and I the kindest of hus- 
bands, at a time when we were in hopes of his growing 
better as the spring advanced, and continuing with us at 
least one summer longer. He died this morning about 
eleven o'clock, after he had kept his bed only three days. 

*^ I send so hastily to you, that you may be here before 
we prepare for the funeral, which was the desire of niy 
dear husband, who informed me that he had made you 
joint-executor with me. The will is in my hands, and I 
shall defer opening it until you arrive here. I am too full 
of grief to add any more ; the messenger, wiio is a vety 
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honeet mtn, and a neighbour of mine, shall inform yon ef 
Mch partieulars SM are needful. Fnm jonr sorrowful 
4iter. "Seals." 

• *« P. S» — I employed a friend to wriie for me, which I 
desire you 16 excuse, for I was not able to do it myself, 
nor, indeed, (o dictate any.moriB*" 

These letters being sealed and directed, the one of buri 
adventurers set off for London, and the other for Bristol, 
regulating matters so as to foe at their joumey^s end at the 
same time. Being arrived, they delivered their credentials, 
were cordially received, and hospitably entertained. Many 
tears were shed upon the opening of letters containing such 
information, while secret joy arose in each mind, upon the 
anticipated accession of wealth that would accrue from the 
death of a brother. Thesis two brothers perhaps indulged 
common affection for each other, but self-interest rises su- 
perior to every other species of afleetion.' 

The evening at the respective places was spent in re- 
lating various incidents of the family history, together with 
the narration of what the departed brother said in his last 
moments. Next morning each of the villains was dis- 
patched to inform the sisters-in-law, that, as soon as 
mourning was got ready, they would hasten to perform 
their last sorrowful duties. Old Mob went to Bristol, the 
Golden Partner to London. The first, in the evening, se- 
cured jewels to the value Of two hundred pounds* The 
second, having taken his aim better, brought away jewels 
and other goods to a much greater amount. 

In the morningi both set out from their respective places, 
and met at a spot previously determined. Meanwhile, the 
brothers were both hastening to set out upon their journey. 
In the family hurry of both, the shops were neglected, so 
that the robbers were not discovered. The brothers hap- 
pened to take up tlieir lodgings at the same inn at New- 
bury. He from London came in first, and went to bed 
before the other arrived. The Bristol brother, abng with 
a companion who accompanied him, passed through the 
chamber of his relative, and slept in an adjoining room. It 
happened that th^ir conversation disturbed the repose pf 
the London brother, who recognized the voice of the dead 
relative whom he was going to inter* In a short tyney Uj« 
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lattor was under Uie necessiiy of affain pasaiDff ihraugb th0 
room of his brother, who, by the . moonlif hi, was more 
fully convineed that he had not bean deeaivcd in the voice* 
Upon this he cried out ; the other brother was equally as-" 
tonished, and ran back to his room overpowered with fear. 
They continued both of them sweating and trembling for 
dread until morning, when dressing themselves in their 
moming apparel, they, mutually shunned each other, until 
they attracted the notice of the people in the houses They 
were at last with difficulty brought together, and detected 
the imposition, but remained ignorant of the cause. After 
spending twe days at the inn, they returned home, and the 
plot was discovered. 

Old Mob was at last apprehended in Toihill Street, 
Westmineter, presei^ted with thirty -six indictments, of 
whidi thirty-two were, proved, and'was executed at Tyburn 
on the 30th of May 1&90. 



TOM COX. 

TfiOMAf Cox was born at Blandfor^, in Dorsetshire. 
He was the youngest son of a gentleman^ so that having 
but a small patrimony, he soon consumed it in riotous liv- 
ing. Upon the decay of his fortune, he came up to Lon- 
dcMi, wheEe he fell in with a gang of highwaymen, and 
easily complied with their measures, in order to support 
himself in his dissolute course of life. He was three times 
tried for his life, before the last fatal trial, and had, after 
idl these imputations, a prospect once more making him* 
self a gentleman, so indulgent was Providence to him. A 
young lady fell in love with him at Worcester he being 
a very handsome man; and she went so far as to 
communicate her passion, and almost make him a direct 
o0er of herself and 1 500/. Cox married her ; but, instead 
of settling himself in the world, and improving her fortune, 
he spent it alfin less than two years, broke the poor crear 
ture^s heart by ill usage, and then took to his okl courses 
again. \ 

The robberies he committed after this were almost in- 
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numei^iUe : w« shall brldly menikm m few, without dwell- 
ifig on particttlare th«t are not material. One day, he met' 
with Killigrew, who ha* been jeater to King Charlee II., 
and ordered him to de)i?er. •• Are yeto in earnest, friend ?" 
said the buffoon. Tom replied, " Yes, by O—d am 1 ! fsr 
though 3fou live by jesting, I canH." Killigrew found he 
spoke truth; for, weU w he iored* jesting, he co«ld not 
conceive that lo be a jest which Cost him twenty-five gui- 
neas ;• for so much Tom took from him. 

Another time he robbed Mr. Hitchcock, an attorney of 
New Inn, of three hundred and fifty guineas, on the road 
between Midhurst and Tctworth, in the county of Sussex,- 
giving him in return a lesson on the corruption of his prac- 
tice, and throwing him a single guinea to bear his Charges. 
Mr. Hitchcock was a little surprised at the highwayman's 
generosity, but more at his morality, imagining the world 
must needs be near its end, when the d^vil undertook to 
reform it. 

Tom Cox was as great a libertine in his sentiments as 
he was in his practice ; for he professed a belief that the 
summum bonum of man consisted in sensual pleasures, 
as Epicurus is said to have thought formerly, whose disci- 
ple he called himself. It is a common thing to call per- 
sons Epicureans who fall into these notions ; and we do 
not know whether, in a woilc of this nature, it may be 
worth while to pro^'e that tlw word is falsely applied, since 
the idea is all that we are to regard. Lm Epicurean sig- 
nify what ft will, they are no followers of Epicurus wIm> 
are not lovers of virtue, and who do not place their supreme 
happiness in the most exalted pleasures of the mind, as 
thai great philosopher certainly did. 

Our "DfTender was at last apprehended fbr a robbery on 
the highway, tommitted near Chard, in Somersetshire: 
but he had not been long confined in jail before h^ found 
an opportunity of escaping. He broke out of his ward into 
the keeper's apartment, who, as good luck would have it, 
had been drunk over night, and was now in a profound 
deep. It was a moonlight night, and Cox could see a 
aHver tankard on the taWe in ih^ room, which he secured, 
and then lei himself out with authority into the stre^t^ J>y 
the help of the keys, leaving the doors all unlock^ ai^Mr 
passed. The tankard he had stolen was worth 10/.;, ijfc 
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sides which, he got into a stable hard by, uid took a good 
horse^ with proper furniture to carry him off* 

It is reported of Tom Cox, that he more than onee robbed 
persons-of his own trade, and that he sometimes robbed in 
company. One time, in particular, he had aceompUces, 
and had formed a project of robbing a nobleman, well at- 
tended, who was travelling tlie kingdom. Tom associated 
himself with, this nobleman on the road, and talked to him, 
as they passed along^ of the adventures he had met with in 
such an agreei^te manner, as ingratiated him very much 
in his companion's esteem. They had not ridden many 
miles togeUier, before two of Tom's companions came up, 
and bade them siand, but immediately fled upon Tom's 
pulling out a pistol, and making a -seeming bluster. The 
nobleman attribi|ted his delivery to the generosity and 
bravery of this new companion, putting still more confi- 
dence in him« and desiring his company as long as possi- 
ble. They were to stay a whole day at the next great 
town, in order to take a ride round the country, and see 
what was to be seen, according to the custom which this 
noble friend of Tom's had practised all the way* la tlie 
morning, Uxe saddle-horses were gpt ready, and our two 
feUow travellers set out for the tour of the day, the person 
of quality refusing to take a fooiman with him, as usual, 
that he might Che more freely converse with Im new ac- 
quaintance. 

We shall not trouble the reader with what they saw on* 
the way, and how much they were pleased, bees^ise that 
is little to our story. About noon they <^ampi to a oonve* 
nient place, when Cos suddenly threw off th#^ask, and 
commanded his companion to deliver his money. ** Why, 
ay," said the nobleman, '' such a thing might be done 
here, for it's a devilish lonesome countiy : kmt I can fea^ 
no danger while you are with me,-^youv whose courage 
I have 60 lately experienced." *^Such a thing mi|^t be 
done ?" repl^d Cox : >' why, in the name of Satan^I hope 
you don't think I have kept you company all this time to 
play with you at last ? If you do, sir, let me tell you, 
you are mistaken." Upon which, he pulled out a pistol, 
and presented it to his breast, sweating and cursing like ft 
madman^ till he had given sufficient proof that he was in 
earnest. Filled with astonishment and confusion, our no- 
blemaa delivered a diamond ring, a gold watch, and near a 
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hiHrfred fmntas in mon^j, st»riii|r all the while tn Tom'i 
face with much gravity. To prerent a sudden pursuit,. 
Tom then dismounted his companion, bound him hand and 
foot, and killed his hone, according to the cvstom of expe- 
rienced higliwayne&, taking his lea?e with a sneer, «id 
«^ Good bye^ fellow-travelier, till I oMet you ag^n." 

After this, Tom Cox committed two other robberies that 
were known. One of them was on a grazier, who hid 
been at Smithfipld, and received about 809/^ for cattle, a 
great part of which was in silver, and, consequently, was 
sufficiently bulky. When he got the money, he fell to 
caning the poor sufferer in an unmerciful manner, who de» 
sired to know the reason of such usage, after he had taken 
all. *' Sirrah," said Tom, «' 'tis for loading my horse at 
this rate ; that you may remember ano^er time to get 
your money changed into gold before yon come out of 
town, — for who the plague must be your porter!" We 
may reasonably suppose the grazier chose rather to pay 
fdr the return of his money for the future, ih$n carry so much 
about him- 

Tom*8 last robbery was on a farmer, from whom he 
took about 20L It was not above a week after the fm^ 
before the farmer had e^xasion to proceed to London 
about bnsiness, and saw Tom coming out of his lodgings 
in Essex-street, in the Strand, when, upon crying out .*< Stop 
thief !" he was immediately apprehended in St. Clement's 
Churchyard, and committed by a neighbouring magistrate 
to Newgate, where he lived till the sessions in an exn^va* 
gam manner, behig very full of money. Receiving sen- 
tence of deftth on the farmer's deposition at Justice Hall, 
on Wednesday the 3rd of Juqe 1601, he was hanged at 
Tyburn, in the twenty-sixth year of his age.< He was so 
resolute to tke last, that when Mr. Smith, Uie ordinmry, 
asked him, a few raosnents before he was turned off, 
whether he would join with his feUow-suffereirs in prayer I 
** I>— n you*^— no !" said he, and kicked both ordinary and 
executioaer out of ^ eari. 
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WHITNEY. 

This potorious malefactor was bora at Sterenage in 
Hertfordshire, and served an apprenticeship to a butcher. 
He often mentioned that. he was happily disappointed im 
his first attempt to steal. 

ile and his master went to. Romford to purchase calves, 
and there was an excellent one that they would fain have 
had in their possession, but the owner and they could not 
agree about the price. As the owner of the calf kept an 
alehouse, they went in to taste his ale. While they were 
enjoying themsetves, but lamenting the loss of the calf, 
Whitney whispered to his master, that it would be foolish 
in them to give mMey for the calf, when they might have 
it for nothing. The good butcher understood his meaning 
and entered into his plan. In the mean whilei, they sat 
drinking, waiting their opportunity. 

Unfortunately for their scheme, a fellow who travelled 
the country with a she^bear, had put up at the house where 
the butchers were drinkingt The landlord had no place to 
put up this bear without removing the calf to another house, 
which was accordingly done. The butcheris continued 
carousing until it was dark, then having cheerfully paid 
their reckoning, in the hope that the calf would reimburse 
them, they left the bousoi and lurked about the fields until 
all was quiet. Approaching the place where they had 
seen the calf put up, Whitney was seat in to feV^h it out. 
The bear was resting her wearied limbs when Whitney 
took hold of them, and was astonished to find the hair of 
the calf had suddenly gipwn to;such a^l^gth. Bruiq arose 
upon all fours, opining, we. su|>pose, that it was her mastef 
^pt to show her in his u^uai manner. But she no sooner 
discovered that it was a stranger tifho thus ru^ly assailed 
her« than she seized him with her ^wo fore^paws and hugf 
ged him most lovingly ^.to>er bospm* T^he master* sur* 
poised that be was so long in briiigipgx](at the calf, begai^ 
to chide hipi for his delay.. , Whitney ^ed out, that fm 
could not get away himself, and he Wieved that the devil 
bad M4i^ bm. U }^ h i$ the dd4>o^»*' replied the master, 
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V bring him out, as I should like to see what kind of an 
animal he is." His importunities at length brought the 
butcher to his assistance, when they discovered their niis- 
take, and with no small difficidty disentangled Whithey 
from the fraternal hug of honest bruin ; which having done, 
they proceeded home without their prey, determined to 
attempt stealing calves ko more.^' 

Our young adventurer now abandoned the business of 
buying and slaying animals, and took the George inn at 
Cheshunt. In order to make the most of it, he entertained 
all sorts of people, whether good or bad. Disappointment 
attended him in this as well as his former employment, 
and he was constrained to shut tip his doors. 

He now went up to London, the common haunt of alt 
profligate^, where he lived in the most irjregular manner, 
giving himself wholly up to villany. After practising th^ 
tricks of sharpers for a time, he at length commenced 
business upon the highway. He was one day standing at 
^e door of a mercer's shop, when two young ladies, ap- 
parently of fashion, passed by, elegantly dressed, one of 
whom inquired if he had any silks of the newest patterns. 
Whitney replied, that he had none at present, but should 
soon have some home from the weaver. He then 
requested their address, that the goods, when they came 
to hand, might be sent to them. They were rather at a 
loss; one of them, however, answered, that thfey were 
only lately come to fowti, and did not remember the name 
of their street. They added, that, as it was dot far off, if 
he would accompany them, they would show him their 
habita^on. 

This was juSt what he wanted ; therefore, going into 
^e shop, as if to leave orders, he hastened along with the 
ladies — ^they supposing he ^as the silk-mercer, and he 
thttt they were actually hdies of fortune, whom he might 
have an opportunity of robbing, either presently or at some 
future period. Upon their arrival, he wbb introduced into 
an ellBgant parlour, and a Collation placed upon the table, 
with ^ome excellent wine, of which he watr requested 
to paf^ak^. He was soon left alone with one of the ladies* 
and discovering his mistake, was resolved to have some 
more sport at ihe ex{^nse of a silk-mercer, since he had 
been taken for one. ' 

Whitney went to i mercer, sod mentimmig the name 
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at a lady of qdalhy in the ftcighbdurtidOd, said he had 
baen aent by her to request that the mercer would send oner 
of his men with several pieces of his beat sHks, as the* 
lady was to J;)iircha8e a ^o^h and petticoat. *rhe shop- 
bseper readily consented, and one of the apprentices waa^ 
despatched along with him. To dec«irve the young mart, 
aiad render H impossible for him to diaco?er the place 
where he should stop, he conducted him through varioua 
streets and lames, i^ntil he at last halted at a house which 
had an entry into another street ; hete he took the paltela* 
and desired the lad to stand at the door wfiile he ^teeniit^ 
to show the ladies the silks. Taking the parcel, he wenf 
in, and inquired for some person who he was certain waa^ 
net tb^re. He 0^ requested liberty to pass through to the 
next street,: which would shorten his way. This being- 
gtanted, he left ^e mercer's than to wait lor his return. 

Having thus ibHi^tafety socce^^d, >nd been aUe to M* 
ffl hi^ promise of giving one of the aboreHaeritioned ladies* 
a-sflk^lress, he ha)itened to their dwelling, where they di*' 
tided the spoth For S6me days he remained thejpe< in-' 
dtilging in all manner of riotana exfecss, until, satiated, h« 
returned to his laboiir tf seeking new achrentures. D^ter*. 
mined, however, that no other penson but himself should 
i%ap ihe fhiits of his ingenaity, he wrote a leitef to the' 
mercer, inibrming him where he would find his silks. Ac^*; 
oordingly, having obtained a Warrant, the houae of the twof 
daaMCls was searched, the pieces found, and bdih the ladleef 
were sentenced to Bri^dewell to mrt^rgo whipping, aUd to 
submit to hArdiabour. 

* When Whitney wa» confirmed in his business, he tn^' 
a gentleman on Bagshot heathy whdto he commanded t«>f 
aund and deliver On which the other remarked, •* It W 
w^W you spoke firat, sir, lor I was just going to make a 
similar demand.** •* Why, then, you are a gentleman-thief T'*^ 
Whitney cried. •* Yes," said the stranger, " but I have 
had very bad success to-day, for* I have been riding up and 
down ail this morning, without ttteeting wi^ any pri^/* 
Whitney upon this wished him better luck, aftd took his 
leave. . > 

At night, Whitney and the' above gentleman pot tip ar 
the same Inn, When the latter k^iied to B6ine'<Mhelf travel- 
lers by what stratageift he had evwIhQd being nJbbeil upon 
^e road. Whitney having chaiiged hia dresa^ th* i^^^ 



Mft HIOHWATMEN, fVUfleW^AXfD MBBE18. 

man did npt recofnize him* Whitney &l8(| heafd him 
whispeic to one^of the company, that by thia eopHivaace he 
had faved a hundred ppundji. That person informed him, 
that he had a oonaidenible sum ^pon himi and that, if agree* 
able, he would travel next day with him. Our adyenturec 
QFerheard tha conyersatipn, and resolved^ withput -heing 
solicited, to make one of the party, la the morning they 
commenced their journey, and Whitney followed about a 
quarter of an hour aften i Their conversation turned upon 
the best means to dei^eive ^he highwaymen \ and eur ad^ 
venturer's meditations were, how he should be reven^g^d 
upoi^ his quondam friend for the chea^ he had reoeived the 
day before. , . 

'. Whitney soon, overtook them, apd riding before, turned 
suddenly ;^bout» presented his pistols, and commanded 
them to stand and deliver. V We were |^ing u^ say the 
same tayouy sir!" '* Were you noV* replied our ^tto^ 
" and are you ^en of my profession V* " Yes," said they 
both, '* If you are, 1 suppoae you remember the old pro*, 
verb, that two ^ a profession cannot agree together^ 00 Uiat 
you must not expeot any &vour on that sooie. Bu^ to be 
idain with, yoti, gentlemen, I know you very well, and. 
must have your hundred poundst air,— and your conside* 
irablasum, sii;,"-T4urniog first to the one^, and then to the- 
other,— <* otherwise I shall be bold to send a brace of 
bullets through eaeh of your heads. You, Messieura 
Highwaymen, should have k£pt your secrc^t a.litde longer^ 
ana not have boasted so spon of having outwitted a thief* 
There is now nothing for you but to driver or die !," These 
words put theni in a sad consteroation : they Were very 
unwilling to losQ their n^ney, l)ut more unwilling to lose 
theif lives ; of two evils, therefore^ they preferred choosing 
the least. The one produced his . hundred pounds^ first* 
and the other gentleman his considerable sum, which was 
a good deal more. 

At another time, our advei[itur» met with an old miser* 
ns^med Mull, on Hounslow Heath. The word of command 
being given, he trembled.in every joint, and using the most 
piteous tones and humiliating complaints, said, that he was 
a v^ry poor nran and had a large family, aad h^ would be 
hard-hearted indeed who would .t^ke his money. He added; 
besides^ a great deal more concerning the illegality of such 
an action, and how dangerous, it was to^ngage in evil 
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courses. Whitney, who kneW Mm weff, cried out in si 
violent passion, '* Sirrah, you pretend to preach nnOraUty 
to an honester man than yonriself. Is it not more generous 
to take a man's money from him bravely, than to grind 
him to death by exacting eight or ten per cent, under cover 
of serving hhn? You make a prey of all mankind, and 
necessity in an honest man is often the means 6f his falling 
into your hands, who are sore to be the means of undoing 
bim. I am a man of fuore honour than to shoW any com* 
passion to one whom t esteem an enemy to the whole 
epecies. For once, at least, I shall oblige you to lend me 
What you have, without interest or bond, so make no 
words 1" Old Hull, upon this, reluctantly pulled o»t 
eighteeb pounds, telling him at the same time that he 
would see hipi sometime ride up Holborn Hill backwards* 
Whitney was retiring Until he heard these words, when* 
ietuming, he drew Mull off his horse, and putting him on 
again with his face towardls the tail, and tying his legs, 
•* Now," said he, " you old rogue, let me see what a figure 
a man makes when lie rides backwards, and let me have 
the pleasure at least 6f seeing you first in that posture :** 
so giving the horse a whip, the animal proceeded at a deth 
perate pace until it came to Hounslow Town, where the 
people untied him, after they had enjoyed themselves at 
his expense. 

In the' course of Whitney's rambles, - he one day put up 
at an inn at Doncaster, and lived in a dashing style, as he 
had then plenty of money. He was informed that the 
landlord was a Complete miser and sharper, and that he 
would not spare the smallest sum to a poor relation of his, 
who lived in the neighbourhood. Accordingly, Whitney 
resolved to exert his ingenuity upon bis landlord; and 
gave out that he had a good estate, and travelled merely 
for his own amusement. He continued to pay his bills 
regularly, until he supposed that his credit would be suffl* 
ciently established. Then he one day mentioned to hk 
landlord, that as his money was run short, he would be 
obliged to him for credit until he received remittances* 
** Oh, dear sir, you need not give yourself any uneasiness 
about such a thing as this ; everything in my house is at 
your service ; and I shall think myself hoooured if yon 
use me as your friend." With abundance of efequence, 
our adventurer returned the compliment* He continue^ 



tfQ HIORWAYMSN, f|J|A;^«|f« AMD ROBBERS. 

Ure al hi* tab^,*'*^^ h^ne ven$ wsW fed with corn ao^ 
bay, w^le WhU[if»y,.almoat every day, look a ride to some 
Reigkbouriag vQlage aloqg.with the landlord and 8om9 
others, who were ail i^jp^ pf the honour he bad jiif)n» 
them. 

It happened that there w^ an annual fair in that place, 
and in the morning a bojtoa^nQe directed to him.; opening 
it, be took oat a letter, and, having read it, locked the box, 
and delivered it to the landlady, saying, it would be safer 
in her custody than, in his own. Havinff gone to see the 
kir, he returned in .great haste in the anernoon, desiriog; 
his horse to be inMantly dressed, as he had seen a horse 
m the fair for which he was desirous to exchange his own, 
adding* that he wa^ deleroiined to have the animat He 
then requested the landlady lo give him his box ; but he 
was informed that jhe was gone to the fain Hereupon be 
l^ected to burst out into a violet pes^^on* saying, that he 
supposed she hi|d lodged qp what he committed to her 
keeping :«-->'' If she has,*' said he, ** I had rather have 
given ten guineas, for I have no money but what is in her 
possession." Inquiry was made, and it was found to be 
as he had said^ which put him into a still gieater rage. 
This was, however, what he both wished and expected^ — 
the whole being of his own invention. The landloVd was 
informed of his rage, and the cause of it, and entreated that 
be would be easy, as he would lend. him the sura he 
wanted until his wife came home* Our hero was greatly 
distressed that he should have to borrow money when he 
had so much of his owp ; but as there was no other method 
pf Obtaining cash to purchase his favourite h9rse, he ac- 
cepted of the proffered loan: with an imperioua and 
haughty air, den^anding that his bill might be prepared for 
payment forthwith. 

With forty guineas he rode, to the fair ; but instead of 
inquiring for any other horse, he spurred his own through 
Ibe crowd, and hastened to Jiondon. The people of the 
inn waited long for his return that evening ; but, as he had 
fcequently stayed two or three days at once in his rambles 
through the .country, tbey suspected no fraud. After wait- 
jog with no small impatience for a whole week, the land- 
lord resolve(Lto break open the box, and' went to the mag- 
istrates .of the place, accompanied by witnesses. It is 
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needless to record his chagrin and mortification, when 
he found the box filled with sand and stones. 

In London, Wtiitney was apprehended upon the informa- 
tton of one of those abandoned females who live by betray • 
ing the simple ones of their own, and by robbing and plun^ 
dering the profligate of the other sex. He was committed, 
tried, and condemned at the following sessions. The 
judge,' before passing sentence, made an excellent speech 
to mm and the other malefactors, in strong terms exhibiting 
the nature of their several crimes ; and in particular ad- 
dressed himself to 'Whitney, exhorting him to a sincere 
repentance, as there could be no hope of a pardon to him 
after a course of so many yillanies. 

At the place of execution, Whitney addressed the multi- 
tude in nearly the following terms : — " I have been a great 
ofifender, bdth against God and my country, by transgress- 
ing all laws, both human and divine. I believe there is 
not one here present but has often heard my name before 
my confinement, and seen the long catalogue of my crimes, 
which have since been made public. Why then should 1 
pretend to vindicate a life stained with so many enormous 
deeds? The sentence passed upon me is just, and Lean 
see the footsteps of a Providence, which, before, I had pro- 
fanely laughed at, in my apprehension and conviction. I 
hope the sense which I have of these things has enabled 
me to make my peace with Heaven, the only thing which 
is now of any. concern to me. Join in your prayers with 
me, my dear countrymen, that God would not forsake me 
in my last moments.'* Having spent a few minutes in 
prayerv he suffered, in the 34th year of his age, on the 
19th of December 1694. 



TIM BUCKELEY. 

Tim was reared to the useful occupation of a shoemaker, 
but leaving his master, he came to London, and soon found 
out companions suited to his disposition. He and his as- 
Bociates frequented an alehouse at Wapping ; and on^ day 
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being run tbori of cash, Tim asked the landlord for ten 
shillings, which he refused. Tim was so exasperated, 
that, along with seme of his associates, he broke into his 
house, and bound him, his wife, and maid. Whilst Tim 
was about this operation, the landlord conjured him to be 
favouraUe* " No, no, you must not expect any favour 
from my hands, whose prodigality makes you lord it over 
the people here like a boaUwain over ^ ship's crew ; but 
I shall go to another part of the town, where I will be 
more civilly used, and spend a little of your money there.** 
Accordingly, Tim end his companions robbed the house 
of forty pounds, three silver tankards, a silver watch, and 
three gold rings. 

Upon another day Tim was airing ii Hyde-park-corner, 
and met with Dr. Cateby, the famous mountebank. At 
the words ** Stand and deliver !" the doctor wont into a 
long harangue about the honesty of his calling, and of the 
great difficulty with which he made a living. Tim laughed 
heartily, saying, ** Quacks pretend to honesty I there is QOt 
such a pack of cheating knaves in the nation. Their im- 
pudence is intolerable for deceiving honest simple people, 
and pretending that more men were not slain at the battle 
of the Boyne, than they have recovered from death, or 
beckoned their souls back when they have been many 
leagues from their bodies : therefore, deliver ! or this pis- 
tol shall put a stop to your further ramblings and decep- 
tion.*' The doctor preferring his life to his gold, presented 
Tim with six guineas, and a watch, to show him how to 
keep time while spending the money. 

Tim was once apprehended by a baker, in the ipharac- 
ter of a constable, and sent to Flanders as a soldier. He 
deserted, and returning to London, one day met with the 
baker*s wife. He presented a pistol, and demanded her 
money ; she exclaimed, " Is this justice or conscience, sir!** 
•• Don*t tell me of justice, for I hate her as much as your 
husband can, because her scales are even ! And as for 
conscience, I have as little of that as any baker in Eng- 
land, who cheats other people's bellies to fill his own ! — 
Nay, a baker is a worse rogue than a tailor ; for, whereas 
the latter commonly pinches his cabbage from the rich, the 
former, by making his bread too light, robs all without dis- 
traction, but chiefly the poor, for which he deserves hang- 
ing DW)re than I, or any of my honest fraternity.'* Then, 
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taking from her eleven shillings and two gold rings, he 
sent her honae to relate her adventure to her husband. 

Tim, next stealing a goo^ horse, commenced upon the 
highway, and meeting with a pawnbroker by whom he had 
lost some articles, he commanded him to stand and deliver. 
The pawnbroker entreated for favour, saying «• that it was 
a very hard thing that honest people could not go about 
their lawful business without being robbed." ** You talk 
of honesty, who live by fraud and oppression ! — your shop, 
like the gates of hell, is always open, in which you sit at 
the receipt of custom, and having got the spoils of the 
needy, you hang them up in rank and file, like so many 
trophies oT victory. To your shop all sorts of garments 
resort, as on a pilgrimage. Thou art the treasurer of 
the Thieves' Exchequer, for which purpose you keep 
a private warehouse from whence you ship them off 
wholesale, or retail, according to pleasure. Nay, the 
poor and the oppressed have often to pay their own cloth, 
before they can receive them back by your exorbitant ex- 
actions. Come, come, blood-sucker, open your purse- 
strings, or this pistol shall send you where you are sure to 
go sooner or later." The poor pawnbroker did not, how- 
ever, wish to visit his old friend before his time ; he there- 
fore ransomed his life at the expense of twenty-eight gui- 
neas, a gold watch, a silver box, and two gold rings. 

Upon another occasion, Tim fortunately met with a 
stock-jobber (who had •prosecuted him for felony), and rob- 
bed him of forty-eight guineas. He requested something 
to carry him home. Tim refused, saying, ** I have no 
charity for you stock-jobbers, who rise and fall like the 
ebbing and flowing of the tide, and whose paths «« as un- 
fathomable as the ocean. The grasshopper in the Royal 
Exchange is an emblem of your character. What! give 
you something to carry you home out of the paltry sum of 
forty-eight guineas ! 1 won't give you a farthing." He 
then bade him farewell until next meeting. 

Though unexpected and unwished, it was not long before 
the stock-jobber reconnoitred Tim, and caused him to be 
apprehended and committed to Newgate. He was tried, 
and received sentence of death ; but obtaining a reprieve, 
and afterwards a pardon, he was determined to be revenged 
of the man who would not give him rest to pursue his hon- 
est employment ; he therefore set fire to a country-houjse 
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belonging to him. To his no small chagrin, however, it 
was quenched before much harm was done. 

Tim then went to Leicestershire, broke into a house, 
seized eighty pounds, purchased a horse, and renewed his 
former mode of life. Thus^mounted, he attacked a coach 
in which were three gentlemen, and two footmen attending. 
Tim's horse being shot under him, he killed one of the 
gentlemen and a footman, but being overpowered, was 
committed to Nottingham jail, and suffered the due re- 
ward of murder and robbery, at the age of twenty-nine, 
and in the year 170K 



TOM JONES. 

Tom was a native of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. His father 
was a clothier, whose business he followed until he was 
two-and-twenty years of age. In that period, however, 
the prominent dispositions of his mind were displayed, 
by extravagance, and running into debt. In order, there- 
fore, to retrieve his circumstances, he went upon the high- 
way. 

Out of gratitude for his father's kindness, he commenced 
by robbing him of eighty pounds apd a good horse. Un- 
accustomed to such work, he rode, under the impression 
that he was pursued and in danger of being taken, no less 
than forty miles. Arriving in Staffordshire,, he attacked 
and robbed the stage coach of a considerable booty. Du- 
ring the scuffle, several shots were fired at the passengers, 
buj no injury was done. 

A monkey belonging to one of the passerigers, being 
tied behind the coach, was so frightened with the firing, 
that he broke his chain, and ran for his life. At night, as 
a countryman was coming over a gate, pug leaped out of 
the hedge upon his back, and clung very fast. The poor 
man, who had never seen such an animal, imagined that 
he was no less a person than the devil ; and when be came 
home, thundered at the door. His wife looked out at the 
window, and asked him what he had got. *' The devil V* 
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cmd he, and entreated that she would go to the parson, 
and beg bis assistance. *' Nay," quoth she, ** you shall * 
not bring the devil in here. If you belong to him, I don't ; 
80 be content to go without my company/' Poor Hob 
was obliged to wait at his^door, until one of his neighbours, 
wiser than the rest, came, and with a few apples and pears, 
dispossessed him of the devil, and got him for his pains. 
He accordingly carried him to the owner, and receired a 
suitable reward. 

Tom's next adventure was with a Quaker, who formerly 
kept a button shop, but, being reduced in his circumstances, 
he was going down to the couiMry to avoid an arrest. In 
this situation he was more afraid of a bailiff than a robber. 
Therefore, when Ton took hold of him by the coat, broad- 
brim very gravely said, *' ki whose suit dost thou detain 
me ?" — '' I detain thee on thy own suit, and my demand 
is for all thy substance." The Quaker having discovered 
his mistake, added, '* Truly, frieiGud, I don't know thee, nor ^ 
can I indeed imagine that ever thee and I had any dealings to- 
gether."—" You shall find then," said Jones, " that we shall 
deal together now." He then presented his- pistol, '^ Pray, 
neighbour, use no violence, for if thou oarriest me to jail, 
I am undone. I have fourteen guineas about me, and if 
that will satisfy thee, thou art welcome to take them. Here 
they are, and give me leave to assure thee, that I have fre- 
quently stopped the mouth of a bailiff with a much less 
sum, and made him affirm to my creditors that he could 
not find me." Jones received the money, and replied, 
" Friend, I am not such a rogue as thou takest me to be : 
I am no bailiff, but an honest generous highwayman."-— 
** I shall not trouble myself," cried the Quaker, " about the 
distrnetion of names ; if a man takes my money from me 
by force, it concerns me but little what he calls himself, 
or what his pretences may be for so doing." 

At another time Tom met with Lord and Lady Wharton, 
and though they had three men attending, demanded their 
charity in his usual style. His lordship said, " Do you 
know me, sir, that you dare be so bold as step me on the 
road ?" — " Not I ; I neither know nor oare who yo« are. 
I am apt to imagine that yoo are some great man, because 
you speak so big; but, be as ^reat as you will, sir, I must 
have you to know, that there is no man upon the road so 
l^reat as myself; therefore, pray be quick in answering my 
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demands, for dekys may prove dangerous." Tom then 
received two hundred pounds, three diamond rings, and 
two gold watches. 

Upon another day, Tom received intelligence that a 
gentleman was upon the road with a hundred pounds. He 
waited upon the top of a hill to welcome his approach. 
A steward of the gentleman discovered him, and suspect- 
ing his character, desired that the money might be given 
to him, and he would ride off with it, as the robber would 
not suspiect him. This was done ; Tom came forward, 
stopped the coach, and the gentleman gave him ten pounds. 
He was greatly enraged, and mentioned the sum that he 
knew the gentleman carried along with him. In an instant, 
-however, suspecting the stratagem, he ^ rode after the 
steward with all possible speed ; but the latter observing 
him in pursuit, increased his pace, and reached an inn b^ 
fore Tom could overtake him. . . 

After many similar adventured, Tom was apprehended 
for robbing a farmer's wife. He was so habituated to vice, 
that nothing but the gallows could arrest his course, and 
in the forty-second year of his age, he met with that fate» 
on the 25th April 1702. 



ARTHUR CHAMBERS. 

Arthur Chambers was of low extraction, and destitute 
of every amiable quality. From his very infancy he was 
addieted to pilfering : and the low circumstances of his 
parents being unable to support his extravagances, he had 
recourse to dishonest practices. It is even reported, that 
before he was dressed in boy's clothes, he comnutted seve- 
ral acts of theft. 

The first thing which he attempted, was to learn, from 
an experienced master, all those cant words and phrases 
current among pickpockets, by which they distinguish one 
another. Chambers was soon an adept in thi^ new lan- 
guage; and being well dressed, he was introduced to the 
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better sort of company, and took occasioti* when such 'op- 
portunities offered, to rob his companions. 

In a short time he was confined in Bridewell, to answer * 
with hard labour for some small offence. Having obtained 
his liberty, he left the town, where he again began to be 
suspected, and went to Cornwall. His social turn 
gained him a reception in genteel companies, and he 
became a memorable character in the place. Before he left 
London^ he provided himself with a large quantity of base 
crowns and half-crowns, which he uttered wherever he 
went. After many had been deceived, strict search was 
made, and Chambers detected. For this offence he was 
committed to jail, where he remained a year and a half. 

As ,he could no longer abide in Cornwall, he returned 
to London. Upon his arrival he went to an alehouse, and 
called for a ^pot of beer and a slice of bread and cheese. 
Having refreshed himself, he entered into conversation 
with some persons in a neighbouring box. The conversa- 
tion turned upon the superior advantages of a country life, 
but was insensibly directed to that of robbery. Chambers, 
improving the hint, regretted that no better provision was 
made for suppressing such villanies ; for, added he, death 
is too scarce a punishment for a man even if he robbed the 
whole world. " But why do 1 talk thus ?" he continued ; 
** if great offenders arc suffered, well may the poor and ne- 
cessitous say, we must live, and where is the harm of 
taking a feW guineas from those who can spare them, or 
who, perhaps, have robbed others of them ? For my own 
part, I look upon a dexterous pickpocket as a very useful 
person, as he draws his resources from the purses of those 
who would spend their money in gaming, or worse. 
Jjook ye, gentlemen, I can pick a pocket as well as , 
any man in Britain, and yet, though I say it, I am as 
honest as the best Englishman breathing. Observe thai 
country gentleman passing by the window there, I will en- 
gage to rob him of his watch, though it is scarcely five o' 
clock." 

A wager of ten shillings was instantly taken, and Cham- 
bers hastened after the gentleman. He accosted him at the 
extremity of Long Lane, and*pulling off his hat, asked him 
if he could inform him the nearest way to Knave's acre. 
The stranger replied, that he himself wished to know the 
way to Moorfields, which Chambers pointed out: and 
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* 

while the other kept his eyes fixed upon the places to 
which he directed him, he embraced an apportttnity to rob 

•him of his watch, and hastening back to the alehouse, 
threw down his pluiKler, and claimed the wagen 

He next ex«rtad his ingenuity upon a plain countryman, 
newly come to town. This rustic had got into the com- 
pany of sharpers, and stood gazing at a gamiiig»table. 
Our adventurer stepping up, tapped him on the shoulder, 
and inquired what part of the country be came from, and 
if be was desirous to find a place as a gentleman's- ser- 
vant. Robin answered, that it was his very errand to 
town, to find such a place* Chambers then said, that 
he could fit him to a hair. *« I believe I can afford you 
myself four pounds a year standing wages, and six shil- 
lings a week board wages, and all cast clothes, which 
•re none of the worst.'* This was sufficient to Biake 
Bobin almost leap out of his skin, for never belore 
had such an offer been made to him. Having arranged 
everything to his wish, Robin entered upon his new ser- 
vice. He received Chambers cloak, threw it over hie arm, 
and followed his master. Chambers ordered a coach, ao^ 
Robin being placed behind, they drove off to an inn. pin- 
ner being ordered, Robin sa$ down with his master, and 

- made a hearty meal, the former in the meanwhile instruct- 
ing hira in all the tricks of the town, and inculcating the 

' necessity of his being always upon his guard. He inform- 
ed him also, that the servants of the inn would be request- 
ing him to join in play at cards, and that he was in danger 
of being imposed upon ; therefore, if he had any money 
upon him, it would be proper to give ittahim, and he 
would receive it back when necessary. Robini accordingly, 
pulled out his purse, and delivered all that he had, with 
whick Chambers paid his dinner, and went off, leaving 

.Robin to shift for himself, and to lament the loss of his 
looney and his new master.' 

The next adventure of Chambers was directed against the 
innkeeper of the Greyhound, St. Alban's. His wife was 
ratlier handsome, and exceedingly facetious ; and Cham- 
bers being often there, waa on terms of the greatest famili- 
arity with the household. Directing his steps thither, and 
pretending to have been attacked by three naen near the inn, 
he went in with his dothes all besmeared. ThetraveUers 
who were in the inn condoled with him on his misfortune, 
and gave him a change of clothes until his own should be 



ARTHtn^ CHAMBERS. .117 

cleaned. To make amends to himself for this sad disaster, 
he invited six of his feHow travellers, with thef landlord and 
his wife, to supper* The glass circulated pretty freely, 
and the wife entertained them with 'several appropriate 
songs. Chambers was careful that her glass never remain- 
ed long empty. In a short time he saw with pleasure th^t 
all his companions, with the solitary exception of the land- 
lord, were sunk in the arms of sleep, and he proposed that 
they should be conveyed to bed ; whereupon tw6 or three 
stout fellows came to perform that office. Chambers was 
so obliging as to lend his assistance, but took care that their 
money and watches should pay for his trouble. 

Left alone with the landlord, he proposed th^t they 
should have an additional bottle. Another succeeded be- 
fore the landlord was in a condition to be conveyed to resl. 
In aiding the servants with the corpulent innkeeper, he dis- 
<rovered the geography of his bedroom, and finding that 
the door was directly opposite to his own, he retired, tx6t 
to rest, but to plot and to perfect^ his villany. 

When he was convinced that the wine would work its 
full effect upon the deluded pair, he revisited the bedcham- 
ber, waited some time, and extracted what properly he 
could most conveniently carry a'way ; by the dawn of day 
dressed himself in the best suit of clothes which his bottle 
companions could afford, called for the horse of the person 
whose clothes he now wore, left two guineas with the , 
waiter to pay his bill, gave half-a-crown to the hostler, and 
rode off for London. 

His first enterprise af^er his arrival was attacking an 
Italian merchant upon the Exchange. He took him aside, 
eagerly inquired what goods he had to dispose- of, and, en- 
tering into conversation, one of Chambers's ^cog/jf^mes 

• •••II BiT . JgiPOmPtTCqi^ 

approaching jomed the conversation. Mean™5ij^ ^^j. ^j/^^ 
venturer found means to extract fi^Cfc-'lffispocke't a larffe 
purse of gold and his gold watch^^jj^h he delivered to his 
accomplice. Not satisfied ys^xh his first success, and ob- 
serving a silk handkerchi^ suspended fromTiis pocket, he 
walked behind him to s^ize it, but was detected in the act, 
and kept fast hold of by the merchant, who cried out lustily' 
"Thief! thief!" In this dilemma, Chambers's accom' 
plice ran to the crier, and requested him to give public 
proclamation^ that if any body had lost a purse of gold, 
upon giving proper information it would be restoredL 
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With the ezpectatioB of fiiding his mon^y agaiOf the mer- 
chant lei go his hold ; and, in the crowd, Chambers and 
bis friends retired with their booty. 

But Chambers was now resolved to perform an action 
worthy of his talents. He hired the first fioor of a house, 
and agreed with the landlord for 14«. a week. Having, in 
the first instance, been mistaken for a man of fortune, both 
from his appearance and style of living, a mutual confidence 
was gradually established. When his plot was matured, 
he one day entered, with a very pensive and sorrowful 
look, the apartment of his landlord, who anxiously inquired 
the cause of his great uneasiness ; when Chambers, with 
(ears in his ^yes, informed him, that he had just returned 
from Hampstead, where he had witnessed the death of 
a beloTed brother, who had left him his sole heir, with ap 
express injunction to convey his d^r remains to Westmin- 
ster Abbey. He therefore entreated the favour of being 
allowed to bring his brother*s remains at a certain hour to 
his house, that from thence they might be conveyed to the 
place of their destination, which very reasonable request 
was readily granted by his unsuspecting landlord. 

Chambers went off the next morning, leaving word, that 
the corpse would be there at six o'clock in the evening. 
At the appointed hour, the hearse, with six horses, arrived 
at the door. An elegant coffin, with six gilded handles, 
was carried up>stairs, and placed upon the dining-room 
taUe, and the horses were conveyed by the men to a stable 
in the neighbourhood. They informed the landlord, that 
Chambers was detained on business, and would probably 
sleep that night in the Strand. 

That artful rogue was, however, confined in the coffin, 
in'^hfch air-holes had been made, the screw-nails left un- 
fixed, his dpthes all on, with a winding-sheet wrapped over 
them, and hia face blanched with flour. All the family 
were now gone to bed, except the maid-servants. Cham- 
bers arose from his confinement, went down stairs to the 
kitchen wrapped in his winding-sheet, sat down, and stared 
the maid in the face, who, overwhelmed with fear, cried 
out, "A ghost ! a ghost !" and ran up-stairs to her master's 
room, who chid her unreasonable fears, and requested her 
to return to bed, and compose herself. She, however, ob- 
stinately refused, and remained in the room. 

In a short time, however, in stalked the stately ghost. 
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took his seai and eoivfened a vHDpkte sweat «nd a moftal 
fright upon all thteo who vr^re present/ Raring froQi 
his ststtion when he deemed it convenient, he continued* 
hy the moving of the doors, and the noiiw raised through 
the house, to conceal his design: in the mean time, \\e 
went down stairs, opened the doers to his accomplices, 
who assisted in carrying off the plate, and everything 
whi^h could be removed, not even sparing tlie kitchen 
utensils. The maid was the first to venture from her room 
in the morning, and to inform her master and mistress of 
what had happened, who, more than the night before, 
chid her credulity in believing that a ghost could rob a 
house, or carry away any article out of it. In a little time, 
however, the landlord was induced to rise from his bed, 
and to move down stairs, and found, to his astonishment 
and chagrin, that the whole of h» plate, and almost the 
whole of his moToables, were gone, for which he had only 
received in return an empty coffin. 

A great many stories of the like nature are told of Cham* 
bers ; and it is well known, that for the few years he vras 
4>ermitted, by singular good fortune, to go at large, he 
committed as many artful and daring actions as were ever 
accomplished by one man. 

At length, however, one Jack Hall, a chimney-sweeper, 
being apprehended, to save' his own life, made himself an ^ 
evidence against Chambers, who, being cast upon that in- 
formation, was, with two omer notorious offenders, exeeut* 
ed at Tybutn, in 1703, in the twenty-eighth year of his 
age. 



TOM SHARP. 

Thi^ young man was bred a glover, and, after the (ena 
of his apprenticeship had expired, having associated with 
profligate company, he soon became so hardened in wicked- 
ness, that neither wholesome advice, threats, nor the fetal 
example of his companions, had the smallest influence in 
cheeking his villanies.' 

One day, he dressed himself in a suit of Uack elottiea, 
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and an old eanonical gown,^nd wenl io a tavfrn, wheiie • , 
cqmpany of minittera were at an entertainineiit* He en- 
uiated the waiter to inform the company, that a poor scholar 
was down stairs supplicating their charity. He was called 
HP-stairs, and entertained with the rest lof the company, and 
by a contribution recei?ed i^bout 4/. or &/. Some of them 
then began to ask him a few questions, to which he coald 
not give very siatisfactory answers. He owned, indeed, 
that^ so far from reading La^n or Chreek, he could neither 
read nor write English : upon which, one of the company 
observed, *Mhat he was a very poor scholar indeed!" 
" Then," said Tom, " I have not deceived you, gentlemen," 
and retired with the fruits of their benevolence, leaving 
them to enjoy their amusement in their own way. 

Tom Sharp, with a few of his companions, continued to 
frequent the Vine alehouse, at Charing Cross, which was 
kept by an old man, who was said to have a^massed a con- 
siderable sum of money. Tom had unsuccessfully picked 
all the locks in the house, without discovering where his 
treasure was deposited^ Determined, if possible, to ascer- 
tain where his gold was concealed, he and his companion;^^ 
one evening set fire to the curtains of an old rotten bed in 
the club-room. The alarm being given, the good nian ran 
to secure his money ; Tom marked the place, and the fire 
was extinguished without much injury ; but the night fol- 
lowing, tbb landlord was jrobbed of 500/. which almost de- 
priveil him of his senses. , 

Tom's dexterity consisted |)rincip^lly in robbing wa- 
gons, by waiting in a dark morning, and then walking at 
the tail of the wagon until he had taken out what trunks 
or parcels he could most readily carry off. One time, how- 
ever, he and his companions hiad walked long without find- 
ing their opportunity, the master, and a son about thirteen 
years of age, riding behind the wagon. When they were 
under Newgate, Tom snatched the boy off the horse, and 
ran away with him. The father cried to the servant to stop 
the wagon, for a rogue had run off with his son ; and while 
the father and his servant were running after Tom, to re- 
cover the boy, his accomplices robbed the wagon of several 
pieces of cloth. Tom dropped tlie son when he thought 
^2X his neighbours had seized the .goods* - 

Under this species of theft is also^ included the cutting 
offtrunkj and boxes which aie placed behind , coaches, or 
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ki^ or )^rlxnm^»m9 fffoovb«ibuid borsM. Upon a <^* 
tfttn «<yeDuig, Tom and another IbHowed a maa from place 
to piace« but ^j^uld noi.eut off hie portmaoteau, because 
the maa always held ooe hai»d upon it Tom waaC at , 
knQgth 80 eftfagedt° that be gave th^ xqbvl a severe knock 
oiwr the fijiger$, cryuig out, ** What4 will ycMi ride over 
people ?" and while the fellow put hie hand to his mouth, 
he .eut off his portmanteau, in which were, several things of 
eonsiderable value. 

One day, Tom went into Godlingtoa's cofTee-kouses 
and, sitting down at a cotmnon table, in came one of his 
eomrades, and sat down beside him. Not long after, they 
were joined by an attorney. Meipinwhile, Tom was look* 
ing Qpon A curious medal, which he had picked up in the 
course of his buaiiiess. The attorney d^ired the favour 
of a sight of it, and returned the medaU commending it 
T^ highly. . Tom's comrade also requested a sight ^ iU 
whue he, at the saopie time, we»t off with it Our adven- 
turer, however, knew where to find him. A short time 
after, he demanded the medal from the attorney, exousing 
His detaining it from mere fongetfulnfess. ^ Sir," replied 
ibe attorney, ^* I thought you got it back long since.'* 
Tom told him that he had not ; and, as he delivered it 
to him he would seek it from no other person. They 
came to high words, and ToQif taking witnesses, pursued 
him, and lecovesed twice the value of his medal. 

Tom next tried the art of counterfeitiiig money« and ' 
sseceeded very well for awhile ; he then employed him- 
self in picking pockets, or any other thing by which he 
could gain a penny. He was, however, at last detected 
and committed to Newgate. Here he was amply supplied 
with money by bad womqn visiting him ; he therefore eii- 
joyed every indulgence from the jailor. When going t# 
his trial )vith the jailor, he stopped at a barber's to shave, 
and as the jailor was in need of the same operation, he 
idso requested the barber to shave him. The turnkey wap 
under the necessity of shutting his eyes daring parti^f the 
operation, and Tom went off. The turnkey overturned 
everything which was in his way, and with, the barber's 
ckHh about him, and his napkin upon his headt ran afier 
Tom, crying, " Slop thief!" stop thief!" Tom however 
was soon beyond h^ reach. 

But to prevent diaei^eryr Tom now todi up his lodg** 
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io^ with a poortlHterate tailiy, who hftd lately ^mmeucei 
astrologer, and had a great desire to learn the Arabic, in 
order to be qaalified to read eome ef the famous astarologers 
in that language. Our adventurer, who was always ready 
to do anything to gain a penny, engsged to teach him in 
three m6ntlis for two pounds, the one half in hand, and 
the other when the work was finished. He went on teach- 
ing him for a few days, and then changed his lodgings. 

Tom next went to the Portuguese chapel, and being 
wrapped in a large cloak, exchanged the silver basin» 
which held the holy water, for a pcrwter one, and at 
the same time, threw in a quantity ef lamp black among 
the water* The priest and' aU his congrega^on having 
crossed themselves with the holy water> were not a littte 
surprised at beholding each other's countenances. Then, 
examining the water they found not only that it was 
mingled with black, but that the silver basin was exchanged 
for a pewter one. The result was, that poor Tom was 
cursed with bell, book, and candle. 

These are o^ly a few of Tom's adventures, for their 
number may be conceived from this cireumstance, that he 
was no less than eighteen times in Newgate, before the 
fatal commitment. Both as a specimen of his eloquence, 
and comic and tragic powers, we shall insert the folloW'* 
ing description of that prison given by Tom. 

" 'Tis a dwelling in more than Cimmerian darkness, a 
* habitation of misery, a confused chaos, with^t any distinc- 
t^, a bottomless pit of violence, and a Tower of Babel, 
wliere all are speakers,, and no hearers. There is min- 
gling the noble with the ignoble, the rich with the poor, 
the wiae with the ignorant, and the debtors with the worst 
of malefactors. It is the grave of gentility, the banishment 
#f courtesy, the poison of honour, the centre of infamy, 
the paradise of cozenage, the hell of tribulation, the treasure 
of despair, the refuge of vengeance, and den of foxes. 
There he that yesterday was great, to-day is mean ; he 
that \v%s Well fed abroad, there starves ; he that was richly 
clad, is stark naked ; he that commanded, obeys i and 
he that lay on a good bed, is forced to rest himself on the 
hard boards, or cold stones. There civility is metamor- 
phosed into insolence, courage into sobtilty, modesty into 
bddness, knowledge into ignorance, and order into confu* 
Won. There one weeps, whilst a«Mber sings ; one prays 
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whilst another swears ; one goes out, another comes in ; 
one is condemned, another absolved ; and in fine, one shall 
hardly find two persons of one mind and exercise. 

'* There hunger is their appetite ; their time of meals, 
always when they get anything to eat ; their table, the 
^floor ; their sauce, the filthy smells of their wards ; and 
their music, nothing but snoring and sneezing. The hang- 
ings of their chambers are ever in moarning, adorned with 
large borders of cobwebs ; their seats, the groohd ; and 
they live apostoli«ally ; that is, without scrip, Mahout 
staff, and without shoes. Many of their collars are edged 
with a piece of peeping liiien, to represent a neckcloth ; 
but indeed it is only the forlorn relics of theit shirts crawl- 
ing out at their necks. In a word, sighs are their chief 
' air, coldness their , comfort, despair their food, rattling; of 
chains their music, and death and damnation their sole ex'- 
. pectation ; whilst a turnkey, with a grim aspect of his 
countenance, makes them tremble with fear of a new mar- 
tyrdom : though the insulting rascd^ in tb» height of his 
pride, need not screw his ill-favoured face to a frown, be- 
cause he know^ not how to look otherwise ; which so de- 
jects the spirits of those poor imprisoned slares who fear 
him, that the condition of their looks seems to implore his 
smiles, though his flinty heart, having r^iouneed any re- 
morse, casts a defiance in their sad and piteous faces." 

Toni finished his career, by shooting a watchman who 
had prevented him from breaking into a shop. After sen* 
tence, he continued as hardened as ever, and despised all 
instruction; but f^hen the halter was about his neck, he 
cried out bitterly for mercy, and manifested the strongest 
signs of wretchedness and wild despair. In this awfiil 
state of mind the cart went forward, and he sufiered the 
due desert of his crimes. He was executed on the 22n<l 
of September 1704. 
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Harvsy was the soa of a sword'^bUde maker, and being 
seat to serviee as an apprentice to a fttlversmith, was com- 
initte4 by his master for stealing. In frison he was in* 
troduced to the eompany of some remarkable thieves, who 
delighted to rehearse their adventures, and those of their 
associates* His imagijiaiion was fired, and the prospects 
of abundance arose before his view ; and he determined, 
as soon as he had regained his liberty, to repair to liondon. 

A.fter three months' imprisonment he was tried, and sen- 
tenced to be whipped at the tail of a cart. He then came 
up to KingstoDf and hovering abeiit the town, lodged in a 
barn. Still his mind was haunted with the fine stories he 
had heard of the London thiefes^ ^nd particiilavly of one 
of the name of Constantino. Moving at length ioto the 
town, and beeoming aoq«aintBd wi4h some young pick- 
pockets, he made inquhy after his favourite robber, and 
was directed to kis lodgings, at the- Dog Tavern in New* 
gate street. 

Overjoyed at having found his favourite hero, he one 
evening went to have an interview with him. When he 
came to the tavern he informed the waiter, that be bad 
earnest business with Mr. Constantiiiew The waiter went 
up stairs, whei^ Constantine was drinking with some of 
his fraternity, and told him, ^that there was a young 
country lad beiow^ who wanted earnestly to speak with 
him.'* '* With me ? I don't know any country lad. 
What is he ? Perhaps he's sent for some trepan ; pr'ythee 
go down and ask him his business with me." The waiter 
inquired what Harvey wanted with Mr. Constantine, and 
he would go up and tell him. Young Shropshire told 
him — " No hafm ; but his business was such, that it meant 
be tould to any buddy but himself." 

The message was returned, and Constantine, surprised 
that any country lad should want him, ordered Harvey to 
be brought to the head of the stairs, and he would speak 
with him there. When Harvey caste up, Constantine said» 
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«* Do you want me, my lad?"— *< Y«s, mesfter, vor I have 
come abive a hundred moiieB to zee you.*'—** What is 
your business with me ?*' He answered, ** Vy, mester, 
I have been in Shrewsbury joil, vere hearing a gret mony 
▼ine stories of you, by zum gentlemen who vere prospers 
with me, am ooom to London on purpos to beand myself 
'prentice to yow." Upon this, Oonstantine smiled, took 
the lad into the room, related bis story to the rest, gave 
him a sixpence, and a glass or two, and desired him to 
eaU again next evening, about the same time. 

Harvey was quite transported with joy, and waited with 
impalience utftil the hour alrived. He foutid his master 
ready to go out with him upon trial ; and by the way he 
]B6>rmed him, that he had stolen a silver tankard from an 
inn in Cheapsider and he wished to have another^ which 
he should go aoid bring to him at an apppiaied place. The 
boy remembered- all his directions ; but just as they came 
near the house he inquired of Constantino if ke was good 
at running ? ** Yes, as well as most men in England ; I 
have often outrun hundreds together before now»"—^**Weel, 
then, if you can run well, never fear, but we'll have a tonr 
kad." ^ 

Oonstantine went first into the house, calling for a room. 
Harvey followed him in the character of a servant. The 
boy, with a low voice, which Oonstantine overheard^ asked 
the man of the house, " if he did not lose a silver tan« 
kard about three months ago V — •« Yes," replied he. 
** Well, that's the gentleman who stole it.'^ Oonstantine 
immediately ran off, the landlord and servanTts after him ; 
but he was out of sight in a moment. During the ab- 
sence of the servants and landlord, Harvey quietly made 
off with one of the cups, and went after, his master. 

When Harvey arrived he found Oonstantine stamping 
and swearing, and ready to fall upon hiiQ, saying, ** Sirrali^ 
why did you put me in such bodily Jfearl for I should cer- 
tainly have been hanged, if taken. But," he continued, 
** sirrah, have you got a cup f— ** Yes, sir," *and imme* 
diately produced the same, saying, ** Meater, if yoW had 
not verst asor'd me thet yow cud run well, I wud a gut et 
sum udder vay ." 

A&er this,, the mastw and his boy strolling about in 
quest of prey» they obseri^ a ndeboeyrd well furnished in 
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the parlotrr of one WilHam Banworth, ai «ofcoolma^r. 
The eoyetows eyec of ConstttHhie immedialelT' sparkled, 
and he said to his apprentiee, ** Is there no way, Harvey, 
of teiziBf that pkte, while the maid ie in the parloor ?**— 
*♦ Yee, meater," quoth ke ; ** if you will earty me up to tlft 
mester of the school, and pmtitiidinf that- 1 am a nouglitjr 
koy, give hem sumthing to whop me, ^nd then, vor mena- 
fiof the maud, I'H leave that to yow, mester/* Both 
weBtup stairs, and Gonstantine, bemg welWdvessed, whh % 
long-tailed wig, addressed hiiBself to the master, saytHig, 
^ Sir, I have got an unlucky rogue of » boy here for a ser> 
iraaii who is the saddest dog that ev^r viras knowft lor g^ 
aog an errand, for, send fadm but to the next, door, a»i he 
will stay two or thieo hours before he returns* I've trkid 
laur means and foul ineaos witk him hv^ aH wMl not do. 
Wher^ore, I hm^hly beg the fkvour of yois to give htm a 
good whipping, and I shall send him to the s^io^ to be 
instrueted in reading and writiagr and dasttivg aeooonts, 
for I would fain have the rascal eome to good, if I estn*'' 
At the same time he slipped a crown iirto ^e masterV 
'band. Pleased with reeeiiring such a sum for so small a 
piece of service, one of the stoutest boys was called ; and 
taking Harvey upon kis tNiek, he received the ^pointed 
chastisement 

Meanwhile, Con«taiitine went down slatfs, and politely 
ft^osttng the maid, gave her a s billing, desividg her to go 
and bring a pint of sack to her mastev and him, who was 
just coming down stairs to the parlour. Suspecting nothing 
the servant went accordingly, while the rogue made of* 
with the plale. In less than four or five minutes, the 
school being dismissed, the master eame down, and seeing 
the ^aid entering at the street-door with a pint of wine, ex* 
claimed, *' Whom is that for, Mary !" She answered, " The 
gentleman who is just now gone, ordered me to fetch it." 
—"A very generous gentleman, 1 avow« for he gave me a 
Crown for whipping that unlucky rogue of Ins.**-^** But,*^ 
said the m^d, «* where is aQ the plate tl^ was on tlie side- 
board ?" — «« Plate I" said the roaster, '• what plate ? I saw 
none !'' Awiy they boih went, searc^hvng me doeet, and 
every hole and corner of the house ; but not finding it, the 
master cried out, " I am robbed and midoo^ for eve# f I 
am ruined and undmie for ever hJ am robb^ I { am robM.! 
Oh ! that base villain, who while I was whipping his boy. 



Aim HARRIS. I9t 

baa wliipped away all my plate J Thieves ! Thie?e» J'* 
At this uproar all the neighbourd came in to his assiataited 
supposing that the thieres were yet in the house. But 
they wete beyond the reach of detection, while the poor 
sefaioolBiaster raved and stormed at his loss ; and il evea^ 
teaUy broke his heart. 

To shortea tbe n^rratite of Harvey ; he faithfully served 
out his ftf^renticeship ; l^en setting up business for himself 
was nneonimonly soooessful in and about the city of London 
ibi* the space of nine years^ and had frequently paid retft t6 
Newgate, and other jails in town ; but at last, breahinf 
into the house of a Jew, and robbing him of about kmi 
biindred ^unds in money and platen he was tried, eoA^ 
dtfmhed^ and exoculed st Tybum in 1704, in the twentjr^ 
sixth year ef bis age^ 



ANN HAHRIS. 

Aim was born of honest parents, and trained dp to ki- 
dustry, but, being seduced by one James WadsWMth, 
abandoned herielf to every species of viee. She was twice 
a hempen i^idow in three years, and during that period be- 
came conversant witli the ways of depredation. She wettt 
one day to a meroer, well dressed, with a pretended ^t** 
man attending her. Having purchased more than twe 
buttdred pounds worth of silk and velvety which was a 
n%ich larger sum than she had upon her, she requested th* 
mercer fo go home with her, and he would receive his rtkch 
ney. Putting the goods into a hackney coach, she rode 
off with him to Dr. Addmi»,^irho kept a mad^house, and in- 
ibrmed the doctor that this was the gentleman of whom eh^ 
spoke in iYmm&tnkig. is a triee^ three or four llr^ty fel^- 
tows seized the mercer, one by the arms, another ^ thi 
legs, a third by the centre, and dragged him in, while the 
poor mercer cri«dr out for his two bendred potmdtf. " Ay, 
ayt" cried the dddtor, *• the poor gentleman is very bad m- 
deed ; he's ratinf vMA ; tie him quick down In iliat chair, 
and presently shave his head.'' 

All the while the mercer's cry was either ht his food^ 
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or his money. The doctor said, ^^Pray, madamr seo h«w 
bw lunacy makes him talk at random.*' Shaking her 
bead, she repHud, *' True, sir ; but is there any hope of 
bis recovery ?" — " You must know, madam, that there are 
three kinds of fren:&iesy according to the three internal 
senses, of imagination, cogitation, and memory ; this gen* 
tleman is affected with the worst of frenzies, but I hope 
^t he will be better in a month's time." Meanwhile^ 
Nan gave the doctor ive guineas, giving him strict charge 
to take care of her husband, and she would grudge no ex- 
pense. The distracted mercer exclaimed, '* She's lying, 
she's none of my wife ! my wife is at home in Lndgate 
Street, stop her! slop her ! stop her 1 abe has Seated me 
of my silk and velvet ! I am not mad! I am not nad I but a 
parcel of rogues here will make me nm out of my senses.'* 
Dr. Adams then said to his men, ** Poor gentleman, he's 
very bad indeed, we must bleed him, and give him a great 
emetic at night ; confine him to a room where there'^s no 
light at ally and bind him fast down hand and foot in the 
straw., and for one week give him nothing but waier gruel, 
with little or no bread in it ; but the week after, if his dis- 
temper decreases, we may venture to give him a little pti- 
san broth, boiled with some husked' barley." The mercer 
hearing these directions, cried out, *' I'll have none of my 
blood taken from me ! I have had enough taken from me 
alr^dy without paying for it. I want no emetic — ^I tell 
you that I am in my r^t senses : I'll have none of your 
gruel and broth *. what ! cheat me and atarve me too I No, 
IK>».I am not a lunatic." *' Nay," said the doctor, ** you 
^hall not be starved, sir ; what diet I prescribe, you know 
is to restore you to your health again." — <* Tohealth again I 
I think you are going to take it from me, as the base 
woman has my goods." i 

AU bis remonstrances were^to no purpose. The doc- 
tor's directions were followed. Nan, however, sending a 
letter to the mercer's wife, informing her where to find her 
hqsband^ she went along with somi^riends, and procuj^ 
his liberty. , ^ 

At aQother time, Nan, in ccmip^ny with one Charles 
Moore, an infamous rogue^ called upon Dr* Case, told him 
a long i»etended story of her husband haMring bMm down 
stairs, and greatly bruised himself whea he was drunk. 
She expressed great anxiety about the recovery of her bus- 
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band, but, whiid llie dddtor was cOfnversJng iirHh her, tad 
endeavouring to answer her absnrd qo^stions, Nan and het 
associate contrived to throw a noo»e over his. head, and al« 
most strangled him, while they stole a silver tankard an^ 
a cap, and went off to divide their booty. 

It was nof long'afler this that Moore was detected in his 
vtllanies, and suffered at Tyburn. Nan was neither re** 
formed nor retarded in her iniquities by such an awful ex- 
ample, but carried on a lucrative trade among the gold- 
smiths and shopkeepers. For these crimes she ^as- s<l 
eAen detected, and burnt in the face that there was scarcely 
a«y place left upon which to place a new mark. 

But she was at last apprehended for stealing from tlw 
shop of John Anderson, and was tried and condemned. 
Under tfie pretence that she was with child, her sentenciS 
was delayied, but she was eventually hanged in the twentieth 
year of her age^, on the 13th of July 1706. 



DICK MORRIS- 

We have no aceoant of this malefactor's birth or educa- 
tion, but they were probably very obscure. His man*" 
csQvres were remarkable for ingenuity, and without endea*" 
▼ouring to trace his life we shall relate the most remarkable 
of his exploits. 

One time Dick, drinking at an inn \n Winchester, over- 
heard a conversaition between two gen#emen» in which 
tiiey. discovered their mutual misfortune in loving twb 
kdies who utterly slighted them. He put 6n a bold face, 
intruded himself upon their coippeny, and rendered himr^ 
self agreeable^ by pretending to have received from his law 
master, an eminent astrologer and magician, the infallible 
power of turning the affections of women's heartis on whom* , 
soevel' he pleased. The gentlemen stated tl>eir cases to 
him, and he agreed, that #the height of the moon he woukF 
work his etichantmeni upon the fi^ir one^, provided they 
eoftld proewre sonM of thtfir hair, which tlie lovers pro^ 
nised to obtain^ It i^as some time before the moon wottld 
be at her fuil, during which interval Diek wai' sumptuously 
efllertttned^tthe expense of the eredulotA lovens. - 
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Dick ue^ ordered Uma to bay a new deck, a small stoul 
cord, and another larger one, a new knife, and a chain and 
a brush, which were delivered into his costody. The long 
looked-for period having at last arrived, the gendemen, by 
Dick's directions, dressed themselves in their richest appa- 
rel, and mounted their best ftiorsesj with plenty of money 
in their pockets. The three rode about two miles out of 
the city to a quiet road, the place where this magical trial 
was to be put into execution. They alighted, and Dick be- 
gan immediately to make strangelysour faces, drew a circle 
on the ground, ail the while muttering unintelligible words, 
and turning himself in strange postures, sometimes towards 
the east, sometimes the west, performed surprising cere- 
monies with his hands and feet, and made the gendemen 
no less astonished than fearful. 

Dick having finished his own manoeuvres, began with, 
the first gentleman, whom he ordered to strip, at the same 
time teaching him to repeat certain significant but unintel- 
ligible words in pulling ofi" each article of clothing, which 
the other faithfully peribrmed. Though it was in £e depth 
of winter, he was stripped naked, and a knife placed in 
his hand, with which he was directed to make some stabs 
to* the difierent quarters of the globe, and then to creep into 
the sack with his head foremost, and there to remain in 
perfect quietness for half an hour, for if he stirred a limb, 
he was told, he would be in Barbery in a minuto. Thus 
terrified into compliance, he followed implicitly Dick's di- 
rections. 

The other gentleman he conducted to a tree^ TGond 
which he drew a circle, into which the gentleman had to 
walk completely naked. His hands were tied with a 
twisted cord of his mistress's hair, and a rope tied round 
his body, and fixed to the tree. He gave the same in« 
junction as he had vouchsafed to the other, with regard to 
quietness, and having thus secured his prey, he packed up 
their clothes, which he hoisted on the back of the best horse, 
mounted, rode off, and arrived in London jearly next mom'* 
ing. 

The fire of love which flamed with such ardour in the 
breasts of the two gentlemen was somewhat allayed before 
they were released, for they were found almost dead with 
cold. One of them remarked, that the poets had good 
reason to feign love bliodf because if they had not beea sQi 
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^ey would have perceived the pretAided power of the con- 
jiuor to be ridtculous, and his promises nothing but a trick 
to obtain their money and their clothes. 

Morris being at Northampton, made repeated attempts to 
rob a rich presbyterian parson who lived in the neighbonr^ 
hood, but had been as ^ten tfnsuccessful ; he was averse, 
however, to leave the country thus outwitted by " a fusty 
piece of divinity," and once more exerted his ingenuity. 
Knowing the parson to be ignorant and superstitious, he 
(Stained a wagoner's linen frock, which he daubed thick 
with paste, and 3tuck.it full of card matches. This done, 
he entered the church unseen by the woman who was pre- 
pmring it for Sunday, mounted the pulpit, struck a liglll 
with his tinder-box, and set his frock on fire ; then standing 
upright, quoth Dick, '^ \yoman ! woman ! hearken unto my 
voice 1" 

The old woman, upon sight of this blazing spectacle, 
ran out in great alarm, but Dick called after her, saying, 
^* Woman ! unless thou come back and hearken unto my 
voice, thou shalt presently perish." She trembling re- 
turned, but he encouraged her, and told her not to be in 
fear, for he was an ang^ come to order her to go to the 
minister of the meeting*>house, and to tell him of what she 
had seen, and that his soul was required of him that yery 
day ; that he must bring all his money and plate along with 
him, but to be sure not to come with a lie in his mouth ; 
for if he did, he would fare the worse in the place to which 
he was to carry him. The woman made a cluirch conrtesy^ 
and weot with all speed to the parson's house, to deliver 
htr fateful message. Morris descended from the pulpit, 
freed bimself of his angelic garb, and Ibllowed the woman* 
She wrought so much upon the superstition and terror (^ 
this hypocrite, that he proceeded to pack up his plate and 
arrange his money ; and calling his servant, told her that 
his time was come, and that he must leave her, as an an^l 
was in waiting for him. She expressed her sorrow a^ Uio 
loss of her kind master,^ and reminding him of pastfavouti, 
hoped he would not leave her unprovided for« ** That's 
true," said the parson, *'and I pity you with all my heart* 
There is ten pounds in that silver tankard, go, take it ; for 
perhap$, as it is an aet of charity, it may be*fbrgiven«" 

These words were overheard by Morris, who concealed 
himself on the inside of the do€Hr> upon whiok he. rented 
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wttli att exp^littofi to^the fii6etiDgf4ioii86, where be wenmed 
his former posure and appearmnoe. The parsen soon ap- 
peared, and, observinff the awfot brig^htneM of the angel 
approaeiied him tremblUig. Morris repeated to him Ibe 
parpose for wiiioh he had been sent, and inquired whether 
he bad brought all Ins money and plate along with him. 
The parson answered he had. " Where, then," cried Dick, 
«* is the ten pounds that was in the silver Unkard ?" ** AW\ 
lepliad the parson, trembling, **I see thou art reelljr an 
angel, for thou knowest the secrets of men's hearts." So 
tiling Diick he would go and bring it, he ran straight home 
to his maid, saying to her, ** Oh, Hannah ! Hannah ! you 
iftust let me have the ten pounds again, for the angel knew 
I had not bcought all my money." The maid restored it 
to hinu for fear it should be a hindrance to his salTatioD, 
and when he returned with it to Dick, the latter pointed to 
a large sack, and said, *^Go into that, and if you meet 
with any difficulties in your spiritual journey, you must 
not complain, because ' narrow is the way which leads to 
life, and few Hiere be that find it.' " 

Then, tying him close up, he threw him over his 
shoulders ; but many a hard knock had the poor person, 
as he carried faun over gates and stiles ; and about a quarter 
of a mi&e frum the meeting-house he threw this lump of ig^ 
noranee and tniqmty into a hog«sty, and there left him. 
Some of the servants coming up soon after, and observkig 
something moving in the sack, were afirighted, and ran to 
tail their master, who also coming, said to the servant, 
"* Take the pitchfi^rk and run it through ;" upon which the 
poor parson, imagining that he had arrived at the infernal 
regions, and that this was the command of Satan to his 
angais, called out for mercy. Upon opening the sack, 
they were astonished to see their pastor ; who, after ao^a- 
liag them with the reeital of his adventure, returned to his 
maid H&nnah a hundred and twenty pounds poorer than 
when he left her. 

Our adventurer was travelling between Sittingboome 
and Rochester at a ttnfie when he was disguised like a 
former. Oveitaking a cart of hay, hei conversed with the 
driver, and assisted in preserving the equilibrium of the 
cart at every bw part of the road. While passing through 
Catham, an innkeeper asked him the price of his hay, 
^opposin^liimtobethiiowner. The dn«ivJ}«t hearing 



AAl, proeeedad,' tHiHa Moifb* tritittg ^a htti^M I* the vim* 
oer, bade him 8in«A it, and «ay tf he^ever sair better hay* 
The innkee^ liked it very well, when^ after some pro^ 
and COBS mout the price, he paid Dick 'one pound ei^t 
lor the hay, out of which they had some ale. Dick then 
ofa^served to the vintner, ** I sappose you will know my 
cart again from the rest in the market ; ^o and bid my 
man bring the hay to your house, and to make haste home 
with the learn.'* After which, he made off with all conF- 
Tenient speed. The innkeeper, however; after a battle 
with the bumpkin, appealed to a justice of peace, who 
ordained htm to lose the money for his credulity. 

Morris was soon after detected^ tried, condemned^ and 
executed with Arthur Chambers, at Tyburn, in 1706. 



STEPHEN BUNCE. 

In the plain but strong phrase, this man was born a 
thief. Scarcely could his hand carry away the property 
of others, when he engaged in this nefarious trade. While 
yet a child, he was frequently amusing himself with the 
ehildrep of a charcoal man who lived in the neighbourhood, 
and would even then fill his pockets with the chMrcoal, 
and sell it to a woman that kept an apple-stall for codling?. 
One day he wished to try his ingenuity upon the good 
-woman, and requested to have some codlings beforehand, 
promising to pay them with his next charcoal. But though 
«he could purchase from him that which she knew he 
had stolen, 3ret she was not disposed to give him any 
^credit. 

Stephen was highly enraged that his fidelity should be 
called in question by the old woman, and determined upon 
revenge $ so stealing a larger quantity of charcoal than 
usual, he filled the empty parts with powder, and sealed 
them with Wack wax. The old woman kindled a fire of 
them, and it being a very cold frosty night, sat down before 
the fire in the usual manner, to warm her starving body. 
But scarcely had the heat begun<to operate, when the pow- 
^kar catehing fire, ofiT flew Ute kettle from the grate, t^f^ 
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codtingn and dw w$t«r m^Migl^lMt (bi,fQ)d.7PMWi'« csani^ 
Jindf in ih» rai'dtt.of >$re uid 9moke« i^ie^ie^ 0vit ln.Ui^ 
iBosi pUeous EiaiMiief » whkfa broughl ^ gv6»i rnob abcfot 
her, to aaviAt her in the hour of niisCi»tuiie ti»d dietr#8i.r 
Fortunately, however^ the. chief i^urf that Uie.eld wovea 
veoeiveJ, wap a hole burnt in her gon^n, a AcsMing^ t» h» 
skin, and the troubk of pickinf^ up her .^(Uings. 

But Stephen was moi long to remaiii hi eonrespondenoe 
w'uh apple wives and; such low gentry. . Arrived at the 
years of a stripling, he wont into a coffee-hoKse, a^dfimUed 
for a dish of tea. Mejin while, imstUng atnoog theiiews- 
papers, he picked up the .lid of a silver box, end pa^Fing 
for his tea, went and instaatly got hb own initials e^riuiren 
upon it. Then, with the greatest asswrattee, he went back, 
saying, *' Gentlemen, have not I left the bottom of my to- 
bacco box?" Thereupon rummaging among the papers 
he found it, exclaiming, as he put the lid on, '^ Oh, here it 
is !" Upon this the owner claimed it as his property, but 
Stephen impudently showing his cypher upon it, claimed 
and retained i^as his ^wq. 

At one time Bunco was benighted at Branyard in Hert- 
fordshire, and being destitute of mon^, wa^ at in^Aite 
loss how to proceed* But a fertile invention is a necessa- 
ry qualification in a deceiver, and Stephen's wa^ aeqiiirivg 
considerable strength.. He called at the parson's door) and 
requested the maid to tell her master that a stranger wislied 
to hiivve the honour of speaking witb him* When the 
clergyman made his appearance, Stephen^ in. ao eloquent 
and afTecting tone, ipformed him that he wm a poor etodeot 
from Oxford, going home to his friends^ and as he was 
benighted, he entreated that he would afi^rd him the friend- 
ly aid of his roof for one night. The.generqqa-hearted 
parson, being pleased with his appearapce^ and. pitying his 
distress, kindly received him and entertained him according 
to the best of his'hou^hold. 

When Stephen was taking his leave for the nighty he, 
with no small degree of modesty and respect, requested 
that he might be permitted to give the parson a sernoon in 
the morning, the next day being Sunday. As, in general, 
no clergyman has any great ol^otion to a. day of re$4r the 
parson willingly i accepted of .his offered s^rvjcesw The 
morning came, and the hour of divine service h^ngartivett, 
the young studentjvas equipped in the paDion^sigown and 
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€M«o^ aftd>a8 k was iibout a aail»:to t&e dhurdft, he was 
mounted on tiie<pai»so«'B horsey >« while the lartter^ with his 
wife and faoiily, weat^ a nearer path through the* fields, 
Whwi his reverenee came to the church, every one was 
scvaping and bowing, and inquiring why he was without 
his eanookal robes on the day of sacred duty. He soon 
relieved theiv anxiety, by informing them, that a young 
gentkman of the Uni^rersity of Oxford would be there pre* 
semly^ add would' preach for him that day. They waited 
for some tiiii«, then comnoeneed divine service; the 
prayers were t^ow ended, and the last psalm sung, but no 
preacher appeared. In short, not* to detain our readers 
with a long narrative, they waited until noon, — the con- 
gregation went home without a sermon,-^-and the person 
without his robes and horse, while Bunoe was by this time 
for advanced on his journey, employing the horse to carry 
a thief instead of a clergyman. 

Upon another day, as Stephen w^b going about seeking 
whom he might render lighter on their journey, he saw a 
gentleman well mounted upon a gelding, and going into 
lie road along where he was to ride, he laid himself all 
along the ground, with his ear to it. When ^e getitleman 
came op to him, he^ asked the reason of such unusual con- 
4liict. Stephen held up his hand to him, signifying his 
desire that he should be silent ; but the gentleman being of 
ii hasty temper, cried, " What the plague are y-ou listening 
to ?'* Upon this Stephen sat up, saying, " Oh, dear sir, I 
have often heard great talk of the fairies, but I could never 
have the faith to believe that there was lever any such thing 
in nature, till now, in this very {^aoe, I hear s^sch a ravish- 
ing and melodioufl harmony of all kinds of music, that it 
is enough to charm me to sit here, if possible, to all eter- 
nity." 

Curiosity, that active principle in the human mind, in* 
clined t!ie gentleman to alight from hi$ horse to hear the 
enchanting music. Haviiig reached the ground, he gave 
his gelding to Stephen to hold during his interview with 
the ^irles. Then, applying his ear to the ground, he said, 
** I can hear noihiRg."^ Biinee desired htm to turn the other 
ear* This being done, and his face averted from htm, 
Bunce leaped into his saddle, ami rode of with his gekhiif 
At ftdl epeed, until he tsame to Romford. Supposing that 
the owner would bai^ M>me parttcuhr inn where he mit 
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up his horse, and theiefoie Uiat the horse wodd know Hbb^ 
place, he went after the horse at a small distance^ 

He «o sooner appeared, than the hostler, who wa» 
standing at the door, exclaimed, *' Master ! mast^ ! here's 
Mr. Bartlet's horse come without hink" . Stephen, haviof^ 
discovered the name of the owner of the ^Idifigr said to* 
the innkeeper, *« Mr. Bartlet being engaged with some^ 
gentlemen at play in Ingatestone, he requests you. to send 
him fifteen guineas, and to keep his horse in pledge in tho 
mean time, until he comes himself in the evening." ** Ajr 
ay,'' replied the innkeeper,^* a hundred guineas,, if he stood 
in need of them." So Bunce, having received the fifteen 
guineas, prosecuted his journey to London. In a few hoursy 
Mr. Bartlet came puffing and blowing, and covered with- 
perspiration and dust. The innkeeper accosted him, say- 
ing, '* Oh ! dear sir, why need you have sent your gelding,, 
and so put yourself to the trouble of coming, in this sultry 
weather on foot, for the small sum of fifteen guineas, when 
you might have commanded ten times as much without a 
pledge." " What !" cried the gentleman, " has the fellow,, 
then, brought my gelding hither? A villain'! he waa 
pretty honest in that ; but I find the rogue has made me 
pay fifteen guineas for hearing one tune of the fairies." 

Bunce was an industrious man, and frequented the bil-> 
liard-tables, the cock-pits,, and every place where he thought 
that a penny would come in his way. /Though his funda 
often afforded him the means of reformation^ he naturally 
hated virtue and honesty ; he^ therefore, with redoublea 
keenness, pursued his depredations. Once upon foot, he 
met with a butcher, between Paddington and London, who, 
being a strong, lusty fellow, was not disposed to give his 
contribution to Bunce without an exchange of blows. The 
cudgelling commenced, and, though the butcher acted his 
part well, yet Bunce was victorious. The conqueror, on 
searching for his spoil, found the knineBse sum of four^ 
pence in' his pockets. *' Is this all you have got ?" ** And 
too much to lose," .«aid the butcher. **^You villain T* 
cried Bunce, *' if you'd fight at this rate fer a groat, what 
a plague would you have done, if youM h^d more mooev?" 

This was rather an unfortunate adventure* to b&ire losi 
40 much tinte, and^iven so many blows lor so Uttte ; but, 
returning home, he observed a gold$mith» who was a far 
rieher prise than a butcher^ teili^ a large sum of money iu 
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hksbop. I}if'«yeftiDtliuid]r«f)aHc]ed^ aiid ills invientidii 
«uvoke4 tiie went into an old shop in th^ ▼ioinity, and 
fMirdiaied one^^rthing's 'Wiorth of salt. Then, hastening 
into 4he goldsmith's shop, he threw the whole into his 
^es ; «o that while he w«8 nibbing his peepers, and 
fit^mping with lisge, Bunee went off with about 50/. — a 
tollable return for the outlay of a farthing* 

It is an old proverb, ** lightly conae, tightly go." The 
aarae evening, naving gene to recreate himself in the com- 
pany of certain females, he was robbed of 20/. when, in 
the most fundus manaer, though to no purpose, he vented 
his imprecations against all the sex, asserting, ** That every 
woman was a erocodile at ten, a fury at thirty, and a witch 
at four-eoore." 

Under the iiifluence of vexatious disappointment. Bunco 
eoon 8pen4 the remainder of his 50/. and stern necessity 
again impelled him to action. Along with one of his trusty 
companions, he went into a woollen-draper's shop, just as 
the g6od man was about to shut up ; and, while he was 
d»eapening a remnant of cloth, his companion stole the 
key of the shop from ks usual resting place ; upon which 
• they both went off without making a purchase. Favoured 
by tlie darkness of the night, (hey returned, and, without 
interruption or difficnUy, extraeted from the shop cloth to 
the am^ount of 80/. 

Bunce having been afterwards, by an order of the codrt, 
sent a soldier into Spain : while there, he and his comrades 
were «neday in great want of victuals, and, having loitered 
all day about the market-place of Barcelona without finding 
anything to remove their hunger, tliey discovered, in the. 
evening, a countryman returning home on an ass. They 
followed him, and, hating to ascend a steep hill, he alight- 
ed, and led the ass. Banoe> with his companion, slipped 
quietly forward, and dexterously removing the bridle from 
, Uie ass^s head to his own, his comrade went off with the 
ass, and Bnnee trudged after the man on alUfours. Ar- 
rived 0it the top of the hill, he looked around, and, to his 
great eonstematton and amaxemeftt, he saw his ass trans- 
fiornted into a man. 

Stephen, observing his surprise, said, *' Dear master, 
don't be troubled at this strange alteration that you see in 
your beast ; for, indeed, I was no ass, as you supposed 

17* Digitized by Google 



198 HIGHWAYlllNf VTRMTEB, AMD ROBBERS. 

me* but a man, real flesh and blood, aa jovt younelf are: 
but you must know, that it being my misfortune to etrnk^ 
mit a sin against the Virgin Mary, she resented it so heia- 
onsly, that sl^e transformed me into the likeness of an aes 
for seven years ; and now, the time being expired, I re- 
sume my proper shape again, and I am at my own dispo- 
sal. However, sir, I return jrou many thanks fop your 
goodness towards me ; for since I have been in your cus- 
tody, you put me to no move labour than what I, yoo, 
or any oih^r ass, might be able to bear.'^ 

Tl>e countryman was greatly surprised at the relation, 
but was well satisfied, on receiving the grateful thanks of 
bis former ass for the kind treatment he had given him 
during the period of his degradation. Stephen returned 
to his comrade, who had made the ass undergo another 
transmigration into money, so that these two hungry 
sharks , hastened to set their teeth at work, lest they 
should lose the power of action by long disuse. Mean- 
while, the countryman returned to town to purchase an- 
other ass to carry him home. But, to his astonishment, 
the first thing he met with was his own individual ass. 
Stepping up to the animal, he said, *' Oh ! I see that yon- 
have committed another sin against the Virgin Mary, but 
I shall take care how I buy you again." 

Bunce was married to a victualler's daughter in Ply- 
mouth, and for some time lived with her with tolerable 
regularity, making the table roar, and the bowl to foam, 
and entertaining sdl the merry beaux in the town, until 
one of the tars offended Bunce by his politeness. Upon 
this, he left his young wife, and plunged into all those 
scenes of debauchery which are the usual attendants of 
the SLcquisition of money by unlawful means« In the pro- 
gress of time, his manners hepame so abandoned and pro- 
fligate, and his conversation so loose, that he was the ab- 
l^rrenoe of aU decent persons; and a disgrace to human 
nature. He was at last detected in his wickedness, and 
sufiered at Tyburn in the year 1707, in company with 
Dick Low and Jack Hall, whose histories are not of suffi- 
cient interest to warrant their insertion, in these pages. 
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JACK OVET- 



Jack Ovet was born at Nottingham, and, afler serving 
an apprenticeship to a shoemaker, for some time, gained 
his bread by that industrious and useful employment : but 
his licentious dispositions inclining him to profligate and 
abandoned company, he soon took to the highway. 

After having purchased a horse, pistols, and every necessa- 
ry utensil proper to his projected profession, he rode towards 
London, and on the way robbed a gentleman of 20/. That 
gentleman, however, not destitute of courage, and unwilling 
to part with some of hia money, told Ovet, that if he had 
not laken him unawares, he would not so easily have plun- 
dered him of his property. The son of Crispin was not 
destitute of the essential qualifications of his new profession ; 
he, therefore, replied, that he had already ventured his life 
for his 2.0L ; " But," continued he, " here'is your money 
again, and whoever is the better man, let him win and 
wear it." The proposal being agreed to, and both em- 
ploying their swords, the gentleman fell, and Ovet hacT the 
money. » 

But having now stained his hands with blood, it waft not 
long before he killed another man in a quarrel. He, how- 
ever escaped from justice, and continued his depredations. 
One day being greatly in want of money, and meeting one 
Rogers ^vitb some pack-horses, he turned one of them off 
the way, opened the pack, and extracted abopt two hundred 
and eighty guineas, with three dozen of silver knives, forks, 
and spoons. Then, tying the hqrse to a tree, he made off 
with the spoil. 

Another time. Jack Ovet» drinking at the Star Inn, in 
the Strand, overheard a soap-boiler contriving with a carrier 
how he should send 100/. to a friend in the country. At 
length, it was concluded upon to put the money into a 
barrel of soap ; which project was mightily approved of hy 
the carrier, who answered, *' If any rogues should rob my 
wagon, (which they never did hut o^ce,) the devil must 
be in them if they look for any money in the aoap-barrel. 
Accordingly, the money and soap were biought to the inn, 
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and next morning, the carrier going out of town, Jack 
Ovet overtook him in the afternoon, and commanding him 
to stop, or otherwise he would shoot him and his horses 
too, he was obliged to obey the word of command. Then, 
cried the honest highwayman, ^* I must make bold to bor- 
row a little money out of your wagon ; therefore, if yda 
have any, direct me to it, that I may not lose any tHne, 
which you know is always precious." The carrier told 
him, he had nothing but cumbersome goods in his wagon, 
that he knew of ; however, if he would not believe htm, 
he might search every box and bundle there, if he pleased. 

Ovet soon got into the wagon, and threw all the boxes 
and bundles about, till, at last, he came to the soap-barrel, 
which feeling somewhat heavy, said he to the carrier, 
** What do you do with this nasty commodity in your 
wagon ? ni fling it away.'' So throwing it on the ground, 
the hoops burst, out flew the head, and the soap spreading 
abroad, the bag appeared: then jumping out of the wagoo^ 
and taking it up, said he again, '* Is not he that sells this 
soap a cheating rascal, to put a bag of lead into it, to make 
the barrel weigh heavy ? If I knew where he lived, I'd go 
and tell him my mind* However, that he may not suc- 
ceed in his roguery. Til take it, and sell it at the next 
house I come to, for it will wet one's whistle to the tune 
of two or three shillings. 

He was going to ride away, when the carrier cried after 
him, <* Hold, hold, sir ! that is not lead in the bag ; it is a 
hundred pounds, for which (if you take it away) I must be 
accountable." ** No, no !*' replied Jack Ovet^ '* this can- 
not be money ; but if it is, tell the owner tliat I will be 
answerable for it if he will come to me.'* " Where, sir," 
said the carrier, ♦« may one find you ?" " Why, truly," 
replied Jack, " that is a question soon asked, but not so 
easily to be answered ; th^ best direction I can givo is, it 
is likely that ybti may find me in a jail before, night, and 
then, perhaps, you may have agam what I have taken 
from you, and forty potilicls to boot.** 

Another time Ja<x Ovet, meeting with the Woroeeter 
stage-coach on the road, in whiqh were several young gen- 
tlewomen, he robbed thein all ; but oiie of them bcfing a 
very handsome person, he IfVas struck with admhration, «Ad 
when he took hfer riibtiey from her, s^d,*» Madam, cast 
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not your eyes down, neither cover your face with those 
modmt blushes ; your charms have softened my temper^ 
and I am no longer the man I was ; what I have taken 
from you (through mere necessity at present) is only bor- 
rowed ; for as no object on earth ever had such an effect 
tm me as you, assure yourself, that, if you please to tell 
me where I may direct to you, I will, upon honour, make 
good your loss to the very utmost." The young gentle- 
woman told him where he might send to her ; and then 
parting, it was not above a week after that Jaek sent a let^ 
ter to the young lady, who had gained such an absolute 
conquest over his soul that his mind ran now as much upon 
love as robbery. 

Unfortunately, however, the sentimental attachment of 
our too susceptible highwayman was doomed to suffer a 
defeat; and still more unfortunately, he was quite as un- 
successful in his profession ; for, coiQmitting a robbery in 
Leicestershire, where his comrade was killed in the at^ 
tempt, he was closely pursued by the county, apprehend- 
ed, and sent to jail ; and at the next Leicester assizes 
condemned. Whilst under sentence of death, he seemed 
to feel no remorse at all for his wickedness, nor in the 
least to repent of the blood of two persons, which he had 
shed. So being brought to the gallows, on Wednesday 
the fifth of May 1708, he was justly hanged in the thirty-i 
second year of his age. 



CAPTAIN EVANS- 

This title was assumed, but did not belong to our 
hero. He was a native of South Wales, and his father, 
who was an innkeeper, gave him a good education, and 
l)Ound him apprentice to an attorney. This business did 
not suit the natural bent of the captain's temper, and having 
an opportunity of occasional conversation with the gentle- 
men of the road, he fell in love with their honourable pro- 
fession. , 

It was not long before he became the most dexterouis 
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fobber m thoae jMrtVy and soon aeqnired < oomridorable 
weakb. One day Evans was being eonducled 4o 8hf6wih 
bury jail under a alroDg guard, with hit leg^ tied bblow 
his' horse. One of hie guards had a fine fbwling'^ieee, 
loaded, and Evans espying a pheasant parched upon a 
tree, with a deep sigh informed his eomradea how dib^ev- 
ous he used to be in shooting at such a mark ; and re« 
quested that he might be favoured with the piece, that be 
might show his skill in bringing down the bird. The 
simple feUow complied with his request ; but no sooner 
was the captain in possession of the gun, than he turned 
upon his guards, and swore a volley ofx)ath3 that he would 
fire upon them if they moved a step farther. He then re- 
created to a convenient distance, and commanded one of 
ibem who was best mounted, to come towards him, to 
alight from his horse, deliver up his pistols, and untie his 
legs. This being done, he mounted the fine gelding, leav* 
ing bis small pony in his stead, and took lea^ of his 
guides. 

Arriving in London, he, after some time, became cleriL 
to Sir Edmund Andrews, governor of Guernsey, and con^ 
tinued in that station lor three or four years. But the 
return of an annual salary was too dilatory for the p»* 
tienoe of Evans ; he, therefore, lefl that employment, and 
fepairing to London assumed the character of a merchant 
or ship captain ; and having dressed hb younger brothei 
in livery, employed him as his servant. 

In this assumed character he committed several notori- 
ous robberies in the vicinity of London. But his most* 
daring robbery was an attack upon Mr. Harvey of Essex 
in the day time. That gentleman was riding home from 
St. Paul's cathedral in his coach, when Evaps commanded 
him to surrender, and took from him a diamond ring and 
a considerable sum of money. 

Upon another occasion the captain encountered a wri- 
ting-master and his wife, and imperiously demanded their 
money, which they obstinately refused. To punish their 
obstinacy he rifled them of what money they had ; then 
upon pain of death, commanded them to strip themselves, 
and tying them together, bound them to a treia^ and left 
them in that situation. 

In one of his rambles, accompanied by his brother ac- . 
complices, he attacked a member of Parliament on Bagshot 



Ibaibt ridbig^inftcoiehatidalKwitbttoe •Uwr gentie* 
■Kn; Ihev8 weret alio, four <*i bars^adcv wdl «nti^d, 
bendes three fooimeiv a coMhimn aod pottilioii. &qb* 
pe6liQgEyafi6«ndJiid'<)omptittoiift to be robbefs^ ^ejr 
prepmd t^ receive theoh and eevcraL shots werre^Dshang^ 
ed with no other injttiy than shaetiag the hoi»e Ofwo 
which WUiianit the captain's brother, > rode. To save 
farther hloodf Evans and the gentleman drew their swoidty 
and engaged in single combat. Evans soon disarmed the 
st)uif«, but gallantly returned hka sword, contenting hiiB^ 
Self with 4 good horse for his brother, and what monejr 
they ehose to give him as a free donaliQa. For thw gen-* 
ecous behaviour, thai gentleman afterwards endeavoured t& 
save Evan's life. 

One day, the Captain meeting Nugent, a bricklayer 
whose bulk resembled that of a gian^ our hero was at first 
alafmed ; but approaching nearer, commanded him to stand, 
and deliver, and thereupon searebing his. pocketSt robbed 
him of a watch^ and seventeen or eighteen shillings of mo* 
ney, which having converted to his own use, he went to 
seek a richer booty. 

The following was one of the most remarkable c^ the 
adv^itures of Evaiia and his brother ; upon the road to 
Portsmouth, they met a bend of constables, conducting 
about thirty poor fellows whom they had impressed. 
Evans asked the reason why they were led captives add 
tijed together. The officers informed them that these men 
wero for the king's service, and that they had ten. shillings 
for each man. He highly eommended them Aht doing thiSr 
doty, and rode forward. At a eonvenient place, he and his 
brother attacked them with such fury, that they rescued 
the prisoners and stripped the officers of every shilling. 
Nor did this suffice, for they bound them neck and heels, 
and left them in an adjacent field. 

At another time, the captain met with one Cornishy an 
informer, upon Finchley Common. He saluted him in his 
usual phrase, ** Stand and deliver^ or you are a dead mati 1" 
Poor Cornish trembled like an aspen leaf, and begged that 
ho would save his life, informing him, at the same time, 
that if he rpbbed him be was nndone. «' What a plague I" 
•aid Evans, ^^ are yon a Spaniard, that you eaivy all your 
money about with you ! *♦ No, sir," repliedComiah, ** I am 
a poor honest man, as all my neighbours in St. Sepulchre's 
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pBTish km^ belMgffif to ihe Oliiimberlaiii.'* Sidd Evaliif 
**Theii whst inn do ^uiWe^t? Perhaps you m^y do 
me E piece of senrice, by iaforaaing^ me of wealthy pae^ 
seogen lodging «t youc faoose, and if so, I ahalt generoasly 
i>eward yon.'* ♦* Sk ," replied Cornish, " I bdong to- no 
chamberlain of inBf> but to the Chamberlain of Londoftt 
to whom I gire information of persona setting up in the 
city who are not freemen ; of apprentices not taking out 
their freedom when their time is expired ; and other such 
matters as come under the cognizance of that officer.'* 
*♦ What, you belong to the Chamberlain of London, then t 
I thought all this time that you had belonged to some inn, 
and so might have given me intelligence in my way ojf 
business ; but as I find the contrary, I have no more time 
to lose with you ; deliver, or you are a dead man !" Then 
Birching the pockets of the informer, in which he only 
fcmnd £vepence, he was enraged that he had lost so much 
time ibr nothing. He vented, however, his chagrin and 
mge, by giving him a severe caning, and went in search 
of better pney. 

Having received intelligence that the Chester coach was 
coming to London with passengers, Evans sent his brother 
WiU to quarter at Barnet the previous night, and to be at 
Baldock lane by a certain hour next morning. It happen* 
ed that a cheesemonger, a Scotchman, was travelling to 
Edinburgh, and pitting up at the same place, slept with 
Will aH night, and, in the morning, under the pretence pf 
business. Will went part of the road with his bedfeHow. 
Bat when they came to Baldock Lane, the ScotchmaB was 
alarmed by a pistol dischaiged over Will's head, which 
was the signal agreed upon between the brothers. They 
then commanded the Scotchman to stand at a distance, 
while the two desperate brothers robbed the coach. 
Scarcely, however, was this done when the captain rob- 
bed the {Scotchman of iwven guineas and two watches. 
The younger brother, however, interceded in his belial( 
'and Uie best watch was delivered back, and three guineas 
to bear his expenses upon the rbad. But it happened, that 
these two notorious robbers being apprehended^ this man 
appeared in evidence against them, and they were con- 
demned and executed in the year 1708; the one being 
iwenty-ninei and the other twenty-tliree years of age. 
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Ttli^ tohhtt Wis bred a glover $ but before he had' 
served om bnkf of his time, ran off from his m»iter^ and- 
Homing ta London, soon becamb acquainted with men of 
dispositions similar ti> his own. About the age of seven- 
teen^ Tom vefeifittred to appear upon the highway, but waa 
outwitted iti his first attempt. 

Meetinir ar Wetehman, he demanded Taffy's moneys 
oir he would lake hiff life. The Welshman said, <«Hur 
has no money of hur.«ownv but has threescore pounds 
of hur master's money ; but, Cot's btood ! hur must not 
give hut niasier's money,— what Would hur master then 
say fbr hur doing soT' Tom replied^ *• You must not 
put me off with your eant ; for money I w^nt, and money 
I will have, let it be whose it will, or eitpeot to be sh<^ 
through the head." The Welshman^ then delivered the 
money, saying, ** What hur gives you is B6t» of hur own; 
and that hur masW may not think hur has^^pent hur mo- 
Key, hur requests you to be so kind as to shoot some.holeii 
thi^otigh hur ooamppets, that hur master may see hur wae 
robbed." So suspending his eoat upon a tree, Tom fired 
his pistol through it, Taffy exclaiming, '< Gets splatter 
UHiails ! this is a pretty pounce ; pray give hur another 
pounSe for hui^ mon^f" Tom^firsd another shot through 
his coat. *' B^ St Davy, Ma is a better pounce than the 
other ! pray give hur one pounce more !'^— "I have never 
another pbunce 1^,** cried Tom. " Why then,** replied 
the Welshman, ** hur has one poun6e left for hur, and if 
hur Will not gite hor hur money again, hur will pounce 
bur through hur body." JDorbel very reluctantly but quiedy 
retu^ned the money, and was tbankihl that he was allowed 
to depart. 

But this taarrow eBOtxp^ did liol d^te^' Dotbel, and he 
continued his viilanies ht the space of five years, ft 
happened, however, thai a geiitlealail*s son was taken ht 
robbing on the highway^ atid as he had beeil^ formerly par- 
doned, he nontr deapahi^ of obtaining i^ttetey a second time. 
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Tom dhdertook, for the sum of fire hundred pounds, to 
bring him off. The one half was paid in hand, and the 
other half was to be paid immediately the deliverance was 
effected. When the young gentleman came upon his trials 
he was found guilty ; biH;jQst as the judge was ^xmt to 
pass sentence, Tom cried out, '' Oh ! what a sad thing it is 
to shed innocent blood ! Oh! what a sad thing it is. to 
abed innocent blood !*' And cqntinuidg to reiterate the ez,^ 
pression, he was apprehended, and the judge interrogating 
him what be meant by such an ej;ptression, he said, ** May 
it please your lordship, it is a very hard thing for a mzfk to 
die wrongfully ; but one may see how hsrd-qioutbed some 
people are, by the witnesses swearing that this gentleman 
now at the bar, .robbed thevi on the highway at such a 
time, when indeed, my Lord,. I wsks the person that com- 
mitted that robbery.". 

Accordingly, Tom was taken into custody, fnd the 
young gendeoiaB. liberated. He was brought to trial at 
the following assizes ; and being asked, whether he was 
guilty or not? he pleaded, not guilty 1 " Not guilty !" re- 
plied the judge, f * why,, did you not at the last assizes, 
when I was here, own yourself guilty of such a robbery !" 
*♦ I don't know," said Tom, " how far I was guilty then, 
but upon my word, I am QOt guilty now ; ther^ore, if any 
person can accuse me of committing such a robbery, I de- 
sire they may prove the same." No witness appearing, 
he was acquitted.. 

Tom liying at such an extravagant rate in the prison, had 
scarcely any part of the five hundred pounds remaining 
when he* obtained his liberty ; therefore, endeavouring to 
tecruil his fiinds, by robbing the Duke of Norfolk near 
Salisbury, his hprse wasishot, and he himself taken, and 
condemned at the next assizes. TVhile under sentence, he 
found a lawyer who engaged, for the sum of fifty guineas, 
to obtain his pardon. He accordingly rode to London,]was 
successful, and just arrived in time with the pardon, when 
Dorbel was about to be thrown - off, — Shaving rode so hard 
that his horse immediately dropped down doad. Such, 
however, wafi( Tom's ingratitude, that bo refused to pay 
the lawyec alleging,, that any obligatipi^ g iipen by a man 
under sentence of de^th was not vaUd. , , ... . i 

.Dorbel wb^ ,so much alfirmed upon his ^a;nrow esciipe 
from a violent death, that he resolved to abandon tl^ col- 
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lecting trader and obtained a situation in several faimlies #s 
a footman. He also served six or seven years with a lady 
in Ormond Street, who had a brother a merchant in BristoU 
whose only daughter, a girl mxteen years of age, prevailed 
upon her father to allow her to come to London to perfect 
her education. Dorbel being a person in whom her aunt 
thought she could place unlimited confidence, was sent to 
convey the young lady to London. In the last stage he 
was left alone with her, when tbe miscreant first shockingly 
abused her, then robbed her of her gold watch, diamond 
ring, jewels to the amount of a hundred pounds, and cut- 
ting a hole in the back of the coach, escaped, leaving the 
young lady in a swoon. It was with difficulty she re- 
covered, to inform her relations how she had been treated. 
Her mother hastened gi town to see her, and after speaking 
a few words to her, the poor girl br^thed her last. The 
disconsolate father soon after lost his senses. 

Dorbel was pursued in dififerent directions, and appre- 
hended just after he had robbed a gentleman of three 
pounds Ave shillings. He was tried, and condemned to be 
executed and hung in chains, which well merited sentence 
was put in force against this hardened villain, on the 23rd 
of March 1708. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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